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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


• V Dot / 4/25/69 





' .V Mrs'. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH ^daughter: of : the "owner 
of Ni.te-Fall Motel , : Highway ^5 South, Corinth , Mississippi , 
made available, the motel r eg i-st ra t ion? reco rds for. the ; ' 
.'period March 29, 1968, to April ; 3, 1968; The records 
. reveal the /names of guests . as . follows : • ./, 

r j f / v 

• HASSELL HALL „ ; , '■ V-; /• ' r , ( .. , ; v , //;':,■ / ? 

v ^Luxora , Arkansas - . . ? '/r / . •' : •• v./: /-;V ; 

Arkansas license . 351 ," Dodge * 


r ' 




CL P. PRATT, ” 

Atlanta , Georgia , 




Mr ; and Mrs v, ROY STREMMEL , - • c 
Ro:ute,;'l * .. • 'v/i/- /••- \y> 

Beards town , Illinois \ ^ 

Illinois license 173-59.5 , Dodge 






ROBERT WILSON ^ ‘ ;/7" 

'508 West Armitoge : ’ 

Marion; Illinois . , v ; 

/Illinois : license .HN 94 7 , Chevrole t 


Mr . and Mrs; MANUEL; BOLMAN : : ! •; 

-106 Fairyiew . J - ... .i \ > 

Alton , . Illinois' • .■ . '■ 

Illinois license ! JV9306-, Rambler Station Wagon 




Vi * 


■ rU*; . 


FORREST MULLIN . l 
Gos por t , Irid ia na 

RONNIE FLANAGAN ; 
19 Webb. Street 
Hammond, Indiana: 


- •! • * t . / 1 . 


•V . •. .. t 






( .V 




by. 


*. ^ 

1 M '■t-* 


q n , / 4/21/69 n i Corinth,; , Mi s s is s ippi ; F i j e * Jackson 157-9586 

4/24/69 - 


SA- DONALD. H . . GREENE: 


Dot© dictated 


. This- document contains neither ^recommendations nor ^ 'concluslohs^rot the 'pBI.lt. Is .the, property the FBI ond -Is looned to.your agency; • « 
a- ** ond Its contents ore not to be:d 1 st rlbu ted outside your agency.. ^ J i /*•- ‘ \ . v ;> 
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Memphis , Teht^ssee ^ A- ,; 

ROBERT M„- LINDBERG ' ® " ; - ' % : 0 ' A/ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


{ V 

'‘'V ' v".' 


r>ntf> 4/25/69 


■ . Mrs.. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH , owner *ahd "manager * 

El-Ray Motel;: Highway 45 South, (Corinth, Mississippi, 
made available the motel registration records for the, 
period March 29 , 1968 , to April '3, 1968.-, These records 
the names of guests as follows .$ 4 ; 

Mr . and Mrs . GRADY THOMPSON .. . , f ■/_ ■ ' . ■ 

: Route 1 -v ;./-y X... ; • /• . X v , /•’ 

Cherokee,-. Alabama ; • 


v - 


Mr . and Mrs-. R. HOLMES .; , - • 

1571 5th A venue . X C X 

f . ' ‘ *’ g .* i‘ r ^ '* , ^ * m * f * 1 . * m i fjt 

• Vero Beach/ Florida V ;/v^ ; 

. Florida , license;- ;,32w-5673 , Oldsmobiie 1 : 

■■ - JIMMY' SINTER V /:?•'{ }, 

. 6111 Prushing t V ‘ .< > > ;- r •. 

Danvers; Grove, XXllihQ'i-s. .;/• ; c . 

t; w ; . richardson ; 

. : Sims / Illinois ! --v.'' .v- / 


c* ’ y < ’• m y u '* 


: L. ;L. ROBERTSON 
Sims , illihois 


JAME S JOHNSON: ; f . - 7 6 o . j . ;4". 

. Chi ca go, 1 11 inoi s : ; , . ; ^ :n , ; 

Illinbis license ;lL 4692-; Oldsmcbile' } 




. *Tt- - 

-l*n * 1 ^ 

V : 


J. LAMBERT : ; ‘ ' 

1508 N. Elk v Grbve 
Chicago, . Illinbis 

1 ' i f ’ / 

BERT YEAGER : ^ ; 

4203' S . Sheridan > 






Zion, Illinois .; - : 5 . V ' 

Illinois licens e MY868.2 , .. Pontiac Tempes t 


h n 4/21/69 'n f Corinth!, Mississippi 

’• * r ' , ' i* "fc- f ■ • , A 

SA . DONALD H ;' GREENE • 

• h y ‘ - 


Fii»A •* Jackson 157-9586 

4/24/68 


•• - D a te d i eta ted 




This document contains neither’ ifecommendotlons nor. concluslonsVot the t . FBI. It, is the property ofjthe FBI ond Is loaned .to- .your agency;' 

♦ lt'‘ond Its contents ore hot to be distributed outside your -agency: : V '•* * ' VX ! ^ r • 
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Date^. 


4/24/69 


‘ WALTER COUTURE , Manager, Cannoneer Motel, 

Highway 45 South, Corinth, Mississippi,, made- 'available 
the motel registration records .for the period' March 29,. 
1968, through April 3, 1968. .The following individuals 
were registered -during this, period.: . ■ 

r; ;/•" GEORGE' GRAHAM ■■■" VI " * ' - / V • C 4- ; 

: V. / ' Box 925 ’ 1 ; : ‘v ;V. 

: Hartselle', Alabama ■ • ;V 1/-W •' 


JOHN M. ' COLLINS - .... •; V 
Box 6227 

University, Alabama 
A labama lie eris e 6 3-30 13 




• WILLIAM S. HELMS 
3310: Meadow Lane 
. Montgomery, Alabama 
Alabama license 3-42187 

l *~ * * t 1 

CARL COLLEY , ' . -\ 

. 102 Colonia 1 Court 
Prattville, Alabama ; 

GARWIN DRUMMOND . "ll ‘ 

401 W. Pa s a d e s Avenue ... 
Muscle . Shoais., A labama . ;. 

: H. H. ROBBINS ", V. 

2125 31st Street , Southwes t 
.Birmingham, 5 Alabama - 


Mr. and Mrs. P. T. CARSON. 
945 45 th St feet;.; . - 

Sacramento , 






4 / 14/69 -.. Corinth ,. Mis s iss ippi 


c .i 1 Jackson 157-9586 

.File # : - ■ 


by_ 


SA iJoHN S'; CA STLES '/bdb 


Date dictated 


4/18/69 


This document contolns neither'; recommendations nor conclusions of the .FBI., It Is the; property of; the. FBI and is loaned. . to your agency, 
' ’ It and Its contents are riot to be distributed outside your agency. ' _• *. " * . r ‘ - 5 : . ; 
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Date. 
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.V- WILLIAM PHILLIPS , Own e r , Phillips Motel ^Highway 72 
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LLOYD HOWARD 
404 Nixon Street " 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


. Date. 


4/24/69 


• r.. 


HOWARD STARNES ,. Manager, • Illinois Motel , Highway 45 
North , Corinth, Mississippi, made available the motel 
registration': records' 1 fqr, ; the period March 29 i 1968, through 
April. .3 , •1968 . The following individuals, were 1 re'gis tered 
during this period: • .. • 

- I -t:?-: '■ A D . ; A SHCRAFT > J v 

1603 . Freeman Avenue , So.uthw.es t ■ • 

Decatur, ; Alabama : •„ . . . ' ' - 




WyL. LEDBETTER 
104 5th A venue : 
.Decatur,' Alabama 




LEON- Vy MEADOWS ; ' 

505 South, Conception' 
Mobile, Alabama .;•• 


L; GARRISON v? ; lllyW : 

1005 Danville Road , Southwe s t 
Decatur, Alabama ’ . ; 




TERRY JOHNSON • y 
2821 Forest Home . ;; 
Jonestown , A rkansas 


GEORGE RUNSHANG = 

521 North Brby on ■-- - . ; ' - : 

Lit t lei Ro ck , A rka ns as 
A rkansas license ABD-050 


Mr.;. and Mrs, WAYNE ABO • 
Box 2063 ll ' 

Panama -City , Florida 
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; • j 
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FD-302 (Rev . 4- \ 5*64) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date. 


4/24/69 


' Mrs . LOUIS E BREWER , Ma ha ge r , Round -Town " Mo te 1, 
Highway 45 North,. Corinth, Mississippi, mad available; 
the motel registration; records for the ^period March 29, 
1968,4- through April . 3, 1968 . The following individuals; 
were registered during this period : 

- . / /- JAMES'; -GREENf.; -..V'.-.' . • :.V . 

. . Route -2 V- V-:.-:' •• 

. . Red Bay, Alabama 


LEON BLAXTON , 
Court land, Alabama 


NORRIS •- . \ • • • . 

Little J^^6(^^^r^nSBS>. * , 

(representing Sterling Store) 


WILLIAM. CHITTY 
. Widener , •; Arkarisa s 
Arkansas license, 3950 


" ^ \ 
'v ^ 


WAYNE, BAKER ; .;. ' 
Forest City , A rkansa s 
License J5034 


. _ ; '$ ■ 


HOMER (last name; illegible) 
425 Pike ;-T. 

North Little Rock, Arkansas 


•' a -!t ■ ‘ ✓ 


N. V. PEDERSON: . ' • ' , ^ 

Cong res s , Sa s katchewah f- Canada 

^ ' g* * • * ■ , « * <*• , 

JESSE: COCHRANJ .* ■ 

10818 1087 Street North . 

La rgo,; Florida - t . 


4/14/ 69 - t Corinth ,Mis sis sippi 


.File# 


Jackson 157-9586 - 4><=L5 .. . 


SA/rJOHN S . CASTLES .. 


Date dictated 


4/18/69 ; 


This document contains .neither- recommendations, 'not~cohcluslons oi the FBI. It Is the .property of the FBI and Is loaned to your, agency; 
.It ond Its contents ore not to be distributed loutsIdeVy our agency.. /. ; •• ^ : . ‘ « • 
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FD-302 (Rev.- 4 T 1.5-64) 


•Date, 


4/29/69 ’ 


V Mrs,.' G. N. PRUETTE , . Owner, Teetotum .Motel , U.S.. ' 

Highway .72 East, Corinth, Mississippi, made available the 
motel registration records for , the period March ,29, 196.8 , 
through April 3 , 1968.. The * following individuals were 
registered, during this : period : v 


LOIS HINDMAN ' 

Corinth, Mississippi 

t • * ** • i , „ v K 

* ’ , # ' * i \ .. ' ^ 

J. B. GUY . :v 
Route 2 

Me ridian. Missis s ippi 


JAMES; PHILLIPS 
Route: 5 : *. 

La ur e 1 ' Mississippi; 




EUGENE BREWER. ; . ' . J ? ; . 

NortheCumberland Street,. V 
Morristown,. Tennessee 
Tenrie s s ee license LE- 119 6 


• -d- s. > - 


4/25/69 > . Corinth, Mississippi 


j_File#. 


Jackson .157;^ 


SA/ JOHN S . CA STLES 


Date dictated 


4/28/69 


This document contains, neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is Hie property/ of the FBTond Is joaned r tp^ your agency; 
If-aiid Its contents ore hot-to-be distributed outside your ‘agency.' ;•*- - ;/ '' \ ‘ - ; v »• . - 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64). 

ij " ' • 




. . r -t-; 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 






dote • 4/24/69 


* r> 4 




. H . : C . FREEMAN , Owner and. Operator, Corona Plaza 
Motel , Highways 72 and 45', Corinth, Mississippi , made 
available the motel registration records for the period 
March 29, 1968, through April 3^ 1968. £ The following 
individuals were; registered during this period : i - 

- haul fielder - • ./ V-v' : 

, 147 Robert E . Lee ; . • 

. Leeds ,\ ..Alabama ;. ' r . 


G. M. McEA CHER IN . ; - ■ £ 

3120 North 2 7th Street 
Birmingham , Alabama;'- . 

Mrs. E0LA .'Mi : CORVAN \ 
1123 South 10 Place . = 
Birmingham,; Alabama.: 






Rv G . LUTTRELL : • 
1348 . Hatfield Lane 
Birmingham , A labama 


t , ***'■ *' ‘ * * ' *%* ^ . « * - ^ » * 

v '• ; f^^^ffippOBBS , 

. - Street 

- V -f^Flo'r enc e :t ; Alabama . 


V ^ *’• 


'ray' TODD . 'v*; 

206 Ca rol Dri ve * -•> ’..• ?/. 

Trhssville', Aiabama' . . . 

* x * „►* ' t * ’ - 'v . , 

. . , m i ■& . . " . , 

JOHN m: brush • • }" / ■ } ' :7 ' 

8734 Edgehill Drive, Southeast-; 
Huntsville , .Alabama 


On. 


4/14/69 


:at. 


Corinth , 'Missis sippi 


by- 



OHN S.‘ CASTLES 1 




Jackson 157-9586 . 


* -V . • . ; rf -l 

'* • i'll Date dictated- 


4/18/69. 


~i This' document contains ^neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the. property of^the FBI and. is looned to your agency; 

> " / ; it arid Its contents are not to bedistributed outside your' agency. '‘I* . • \ . r>yV. ^ 7 * - ‘ v * . 
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Date. 


4/24/69 






;• Mrs. FREDDIE GLOVER^ Owner, Merry. Acres, Motel, 
Highway 45 Norths Corinth , Mis s iss ippi ,-made a vailable 
the mbtel registration for the period- March 29, 1968 , 
through April 3 , 19.68. ' The following individuals were 
registered during ’this period : iJ’-'-.-y./',. 






EDWARD ' MQSS7 - v .. 

Roger s ville * A laba ma ; . 
A labama license 44- 96Y 


T * ^ * , - 


k> bryant ; : v ■ ; ; . 

Friendship A rkan sas 




RAYMOND DAVIS v 
Macomb, Illinois 
Route 3 


* ^ , > - 


W V S:: ; HARiBAGK 7,;' 

1 050 9 ; S e d ai ia ^ 

Louis ville, Kentucky 
Kentucky; license N67592 


u*. 


:k. M. ■ RUDOLPH^ :v ; ;‘ ' , / /J 

330 Nv 31st Street! 
Paducah,- Kentucky, . 5 ; 
Kentucky lic'en s e 5 5884:4 


i . 


-GEORGE E . BUTLER : : < '£i 
333 Madison. , ’ 

Wiggins , Mississippi 




> x 


'Jl 


■V' 


1 i‘ 7! » 4 . 

•T? , . • 


. *r' I . . 


* - ■/ 


:# it 


EARNEST W . KELLY and family 
Route 2 , Box. 302 ' /• •• 

Wentz ville L Mis s ouri . . ; - 


On. 


by: 


4/14/69 . Corinth, Mississippi 




SA /JOHN S . CA STLE S. 7 bd b 


c :r "u? Jackson 157-9586 — 

.F lie* l: 1 — 


4/18/69 


Date dictated 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 







Dote. 


4/24/69 





■ • , Mr . XPAUL. HAYES , Manager , Dixie Court ,. Highway 45'." ,- 

North, Corinth, Mississippi , ; made ava ilable the : niotel v .» / 
registration records for the period March 29, 1968;, through 
April - 3 * ’ 1968. Thev following individual was registered . " 
during this ; period : “ ” : . ;■ . ' ’•v>\ ■/., ; 


ivan : schwartz V . j -H 

228 North Webb >A venue : ; , ' 

‘ R;eedsburg,. Wisconsin ' >’ /■ C 

Wisconsin license J2 5-05 7 , Plymouth Wagon 







. . . 4/18/69 Qt ; Corinth, Mississippi ' 


_Flle#. 


Jackson 157-9586 —£> 6 (■ 


, k » • , S^rJOHN- S . CASTLES / uuu . Dote dictated 

' ■ v . ' ' - . . .. • ■ * „ •** ...v ’ * % ~ . *’■* . y ■ ’ • ■ ./ ' . 

/ This document contains neither recommendotlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property ohthe FBI and is loonedto your agency; 
*- It and Its contentsare.nohto be distributed outside your-agency. * *‘*v \ - ~ >'■ * * ; * * .t -- '*■' - * V : " 
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■ -■ - s. 
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' V J. . H. WICKER , Manage r , No-E 1 Motel , Highway 72 

East 1 , Corinth,- Mississippi, made available the moteL 
registration records for the period 1 March 29 ,'1968 ,y 
through April 3, 1968. The, following "individuals': were 
regis tered . during this: .' period : /y 

i;4*. - RED “SHARP ' Vy? y \. •' > ■ Ay A '../y ' 7 ' yy ■ 

v Scot.tsboro, Alabama •' . y ..7 

•: A' y •’ B ^I-H^/HeMONS > , ; ; y a .- :*■ v->Ay ■ Av ‘ V" _ / 

.Box 385 ; • 77: ' . ’ v : • 

• : ; Steele, v AlatamaVy- ■ "AV .; 7 ' 7 Vy 

.y . •■ -Alabama 1 license* 59-1044 s -, ' 

y. ... - ; J.; A . SMELLY r ; yyy, • ; y 

; ; . Sheffield Alabama/ ,. - ^ ^ , 

'* * n „ ■*, ", •* V * p ~ >ji* ” *- J - » fc . T * ' t** * ? A * ** * / ■%* •*'•* 4 ’* t ■* « 

' •“ % • f * # . . * * ^ * P* J ' _ * . * , . 

• 4 y - VERA ELKINSyf . y ; .y . y. '.A . 

: - ; . " Jasper yAlaibamA.’, ; : ’ -7 ‘ 

' • yyy (Glen Mills represen tative) .y - V. y 

y. : L. 0. ELLIS ;V. 7; ■ y r y V/y"'.': '. 

A _• Sheffield j. Alabama “ . « . 

;■ y : , :; C. D. WRIGHT : -.V’ 77 ■ . y yy -r y 7 : y 7/7’ A- y ’ 

. ; ‘Bax 939 y. y' y. •' 7" ‘ j 7- 7 . • - ■; .y. yy ’ 

-A,-;/ Tuscaloosa , "Alabama A. - 7.y. .-y ;'7.'- •• 


Mr i a nd- Mrs v BILL SALMON 
Salmon; Lane . 7, , y- 

Harrison, Arkansas ...yy 

(name illegible) ' 

3530 Minkolo" 

Sarasota , Florida i : 


1 - '-i . 


File 


' SA. IJOHN:-'. S . : CASTLES 


Date dictated 


. 4/18/69 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


, Date.: 


; 4/24/69 


i- * 




t. .■ 


BROOKS; PHILLIPS, Owner , Southern Motel, Highway 72 ; 
West , Corinth, ;Missi-S-s’ip.p'i , ;iVR»ade available ‘the motel, regis- 
tration records for the period March 29, 1968, through ; 
April 3 , .1968. .The following individuals .were registered 
during 


* X?.< 


4 " J - 


•GLEN M. SWICEGOOD - \ ! : ">-• ' r . ' 

501 South Cherokee A venue : v . 

Dothan , Alabama - . 

, (Foreign Mis sionBoard, Southern Baptist Convention') . 

f. c. McGinnis:;:: / ' ■ 1' 

125 Lake Dfiyev... Npf thea s t • V.;; : . 

Birmingham, Alabama V . ' 1 ' 

Alabama { license i— -56 .5 69 , Che vrole t ; ‘ : 


j * Ai SMELLEY v • /:< : •v:- ; i 

Sheffield , ' Alabama. /'V'-. • 

L. 0. ELLISk : \ 

Sheffield , A labama L >, 

JACK CORNELIUS - ' . ^ 

413j ; Tia Juania Street 
Muscle Shoal-s , Alabama v 


♦ * * ♦ . t 


♦ 


■ V- 


;t ■' * 


* r „ 


EARL. CRAWFORD y : 

■ Route' 4' 

El Dorado j Arkansas 
Arkansas license J- 50-92 (truck) 

er \ ’«'■'* - • — ♦ * 

. :* ; “•* . j * . • ♦/ 

ERVIN SHERWOOD .... V 'v^ • \ 

118 South Ha rrisdn 
DeWitt, Arkansas . 

’■ • r * ... .. t ‘ *. * . *, 

■ *. ■ ^ • -i , ■ . ^ — > « .. ( • " 


J' 


by. 


o„ - -4/15/69 nt : Corinth^ Mississ ippi 

~ {• - ’ 1 • v ■'■ ; , s . 

SA • FRANCIS G .? HONAN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


• 0: Wmph 


Date:. •:£*; 


/ 5 i 


%, mm 


Re: 





Examination requested by: 


Reference : 



Examination requested: 



Remarks : 



ste 




. ($> it %§& 

tsmimumi)- It) It repartl 
£&§?^iSi§> €L*fe 

■ 1 . , 


SEARCHED 

SERIALIZED 
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INDEXED 
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APR 2 3 1969 
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F B I 


Date: 


April 



1969 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

A IF KA XL 


(Priority) 




TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 


SUBJECT : MURKIN 


cir'w >«• 


Re Bureau air tel to Birmingham, 4/7/69; 

Birmingham airtel to the Bureau, 4/15/69. 

On 4/14/69 and 4/15/69, contact was made with all 
motels located in Corinth, Mississippi, and vicinity and 
voluminous motel registration records were obtained. These 
records have been reviewed under the subject's true name 
and all known aliases and reviewed for Alabama license 
number on car driven by subject. No identification by 
name or aliases or license number was affected. 

Two of the 12 motels contacted did not have 
their records readily available; therefore, these two 
motels will be re-contacted in an effort to secure motel 
registrations for the pertinent period. 

Upon completion of a /more comprehensive review of 
the motel records, appropriate/ FD-302 ’ s will be furnished 
the Memphis Office and the names of those individuals who 
indicate residences in Missfi^ippi will be reviewed through 
the Jackson Office indicesl 



2 - Bureau (44--3886i) 

1 - Birmingham (44-'1740) (Iryfp) 

2 -/Memphis (44-1987) 

Jackson 
SC/blw 

(7) 



- ‘Rs-gd -d-T5" 

Sea relief __ 

Serialized 

Indexed 

Filed 




Appro 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 
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’ • 

FBI 

Date: 4/15/69 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 

airmail 

(P riority ) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Buairtel 4/7/69. 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


AIRTEL 




L 


Transmitted herewith are two Xeroxcopies 
of a registration card located on April 11, 1969, 
at the Birmingham Travellodge Motel, 821 South 
20th Street in the Five Points South area of 
Birmingham recording the registration of ERIC S, 

GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, 
on 3/29/68 who is undoubtedly identical with RAY. 
Registration card reflects he was assigned Room 307, 
one in party, and charged for one day, departing 
at an unspecified time on 3/30/68. He was in 
possession of a 1966 Mustang with Alabama license 
138993 which has previously been identified as 
having been registered by RAY at Birmingham on 
10/2/67 under the alias ERIC S. GALT with the same 
residence address indicated. Since guest registrations 
are maintained in a very haphazard manner at the 
Travellodge Motel, it was difficult to locate this 
card since an entire package of guest registrations 
with the numerical series 18500 could not be located 
in a storeroom box where other registration cards 
for the year 1968 were examined. 



Approved: : 

HW 5233 Dodd: 591 &ssk al & Ch - arge 


Sent 


M Per 


BH 44-1740 


. Mr. and Mrs. WALTER C. MADDOX, Managers 
of the Travellodge, preferred to retain possession 
of the registration card for GALT after suitable 
Xerox copies had been made in the Birmingham Office 


No local or long distance telephone calls 
were charged to the room and no information 
obtained which indiea ted any association on the part 
of GALT with any other guests. 


Upon completion of the investigation of 
motels in the Florence, Alabama area, appropriate 
FD-302's will be furnished the Memphis Office, a 
copy of GALT's- registration is being furnished the 
Memphis Office at this time and a similar copy 
furnished Jackson for possible assistance in 
conducting investigation of motels in the Corinth, 
-Mississippi area. 


Request of the Bureau: 

The FBI Laboratory is requested to 
compare the handwriting appearing on the attached 
Xerox copy of Registration Card #18586, noting 
that GALT wrote all entries down through the 
description of the Mustang. Request that Birmingham 
and Memphis be advised of the result. 




2 
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V 



PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


NOTICE - THIS contract limits our liability - PLEASE READ. 
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS OR INJURY, NOR FOR LOSS OF 
ANY MONEY, JEWELRY OR VALUABLES OF ANY KIND SUFFERED BY OUR GUESTS 
FROM WHATEVER CAUSE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
SERVICE TO ANYONE. 


1 O A O *1 O r O C the UNDERSIGNED AGREES TO ' 

\ L 1 L 1 O J U U TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON REVERSE SIDE 

i 

name . Sv h 

-* - 

: ADDRESS L 6 O 04j 

) OJLSl , 

CITY 6 STATE 


5 ^ 

REPRESENTING 

MAKE Of CAR LICENSE NO. YEAR 

/ 5 5 f f . T £ 6 

STATE REGISTERED 

THE GUEST WILL PAY - — CASH FI C - R A ^R! ! T 

4 CARD 

□ OTHER □ 


3*7 


ARRI V AL 
DATE 


*> i - sn 




NUMBER 
OF GUESTS. 


RATE $. 


NUMBER OF 
DAYS CHARGED. 


ROOM CHARGE $. 

TAX $. 
MISC. CHARGES -$. 

I 

TELEPHONE • $ 

TOTAL AMOUNT $. 


821 South Twentieth Street 
Birmingham, Alabama 35205 

‘FOR THE BEST REST EAST OR WESr’-STAY AT B ® 


BIRMINGHAM 








1 SEARCHED 
SERIALIZE 

—INDEXED 
D/^SfniD' /'?7A 

Pf 

11 7 1969 

•A-JAULSOM 


I 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 

UNITED STATES 




VERNMENT 



Memorandum 


to : 

SAC, JACKSON (157-399) (P) 


date: 3/25/69 

FROM : 

SA JOHN H. PROCTOR, JR. 


L * 

subject: 

POSSIBLE VIOLENCE IN MAJOR 

urban AREAS 
RM 


\ 


During February and March, 1969, Reverend 
R. S. PORTER, 610 38th Avenue, Meridian, Miss ., presi- 
dent of the NAACP, Meridian, Miss., has advised that he 
knows of no planned violence, demonstrations, sit-ins or 
the like, for the Meridian area during the forthcoming 
summer. 


On 3/21/69, PORTER stated that former Vice 
President HUBERT HUMPHREY would speak in Meridian, Miss., 
at noon on 4/2/69, at fund raising dinner to be held at 
the Doxtfnt owner Motel. He stated that the goal was $10 a 
plate and 200 persons are expected. 

On 3/24/69, Rev. PORTER stated that recently 
a Negro patrolman accidently killed a 16 year old 
escapee from the Meridian City Jail. He stated that 
the Negro populous was quite incensed over this incident 
and that Rev. CHARLES JOHNSON, head of the Action 
Committee, was attempting to force the Meridian City 
Council into suspending the Negro patrolman. PORTER 
stated that Rev. KILLINGSWORTH and JOHNSON were instru- 
mental in getting a large number of Negroes to attend a 



5010 - 103 -01 
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(JWjackson 

(2: 157-399) 

(I: 157-94) (Liaison With Persons Sponsoring Integration) 
(1: 157-84) (NAACP Liaison, RM) 

(1: 157-10727) (Visit of Former Vice President HUBERT H. 

HUMPHREY to Mississippi, 4/1-3/69) 
157-9586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) /S 
(1: 170-637) 

(1: 170-658) 

JHP/mlt 
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JN 157-399 


meeting of the City Council and to hear their recommendations 
PORTER stated that a meeting was held on 3/23/69 by 
JOHNSON and KILLINGSWORTH and one thing discussed was 
a possible boycott of downtown merchants in protest over 
the killing of the Negro youth. PORTER stated that he 
did not believe this would come to pass since Negro 
leaders in the Meridian area were attempting to control 
the situation and return poverty to this area. 

On 3/24/69, Rev. JOHNSON advised that his church 
would hold a revival during the week of 4/1-5/69 and that 
on 4/4/69, the NAACP would have a speaker (local) to 
commemorate the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. He 
stated that he knows of no persons planning to attend 
any marches at any location either in Mississippi or 
Surrounding states. 

On 3/24/69, CHARLES R. DARDEN, 1124 26th Avenue, 

Meridian, Miss., former president of the NAACP in Meridian 
and a member of the National Board of the NAACP, stated 
that he dos not know of any plans of local citizens to 
attend commemoration of the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR., on 4/4/69 either at Montgomery , Ala. , or Memphis, 

Tenn. He stated that he was sure there would be some 
church services in the Meridian areaj however, he knows 
of no anticipated marches or the like. 

DARDEN stated that the local NAACP is not taking 
any part in connection with the killing of a young Negro 
boy by a Negro policeman. He stated that the authorities 
had ruled the death accidental and that NAACP members 
were attempting to avoid any violence in connection with 
this matter. 


-2 
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*>■ 



4 


F B 1 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or cod 



26//69 


/iFOlA ( b ) (6' 
/'//IiFOIA ( b ) (7 


-1 


- (C 


(Priority) 


L 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 


MURKIN 


Re Bureau airtel to Jackson, 3/24/69 and 


L Route 4, Box 762, Columbia, Miss, 


Bureau letter to 
9/9/68 with copy to Jackson', 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies 
of an LHM dated and captioned as above. One copy of 
above LHM being designated for Memphis. 



cti 


Referenced Bureau letter of 9/9 /68 addressed to 
|, , forwarded 

on copy of a letter which 


had wri 

to the Director, wherein he alleged that certain p 
at (Columbia, Miss., were conspiring with the Mafia 
effort to kill him.. 


tten 
eople 
in an 


On 9/12/68 the contents of | letter 

:nished to TOM RAINEY. Chief of Police, Columbia, 


were fur 
Miss., who advised that 


[was well known to the Columbia, 


Miss., PD and the Marion County , Miss . , SO. Chief RAINEY| 

His mo p tally ill and makes complaints 
d PD. 


advised that 


to both the SO an 


was interviewed on 3/26/69 
concerning his letter to the' Direc/fcor on 3/19/69 wherein hgk 
alleged that one Dr. BUSK might hive information . concerning 
the assassination of Dr. MARTIN IAJTHER KING, JR, 



3 - Bureau (Encs, 11) (RM) 
1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) (RM) ( 

§ )- Jackson 
LM/bk’rt 

( 6 ) 



i 


Approve 1 



/S'} -bS\o 


searched 
Serialized 
todexpd _ 
c lLed . 



Sent 


HW 5233 Dodd: 


Special Agent in Charge 

162494 Patje 101 




JN 157-9586 

Jackson indices negative re DR, RUSSELL BUSH. 

Investigation set out in enclosed LHM was 
handled by SA J. L. MARTIN. 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. . 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Jackson, Mississippi 
March 26, 1969 


JAMES EARL RAY; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


The following letter was received at FBI 
Headquarters dated March 19, 1969: 


"3/19/69 


"Dear Director; 


FOIA(b) (6 
FOIA(b) (7 


- (C 


"Last spring I was staying at a boarding 
house in Columbia. Mrs. Rawls on Church St. 

"one Sunday about one week before Dr. King 
was killed. I was sitting on the front porch talk 
ing to a retired Dentist. It was after dinner on 
a Sunday. 


"He told me that They were going to ki 
Dr. King this next week. A few days later h 
was killed! 


11 

e 


doctor's 
the 
ass 


I a • • 



"If you think this meant any thing the 
name was Bush! It sounded like he was in on 
knowing about it ot_ me. I thought I would p 
this information on along to the Bureau. No 
one knows about this but me I hope. There were 
one or two others on the porch at the time . 
we were but I don't know if they heard him tell 
me this or not. (Weather they were listening to 
our conversation or not.) I would like to remain 

known to them (The Dr. Bush) if you decide it j £ -C^9 


.it 

* 


Rtf 5233 Todd: 59162494 


is worth any thing. 

1 - Bureau 

- Memphis 

- Jackson (157-9586) 
LM/bkh 

(14) 

Page 103 


^TYqut Friend , 


fcsarcfieo 
S&ria/ized 
tottexed 









r JAMES EARL RAY; * 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 



FOIA(b) (6} 

£01 A (b ) (7 ) - '(C) 


On March 26, 1969, a representative of the 
FBI contacted | at C olumbia. M ississippi. ^ 

concerning the above letter. advised 

that he did not recall having written the above 
.. letter and denied ever having had a conversation 
with Doctor Bush concerning the death of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

On March 26, 1969, Tom Rainey, Chief of 
Police, Columbi a. Mississip pi, advised a representative 
of the FBI that suffers from a mental 

disorder and frequently makes unfounded allegations 
and complaints concerning various citizens and 
their activities in Columbia, Mississippi. 

Chiefs Rainey advis ed that Doctor Bush 
referred to^in l ~| letter would be Doctor^ 

Russell B„ush, 9 11 Main Street, Columb ia , 'T^Tai?ss^pp i . 

ised that Doctor Bush is a retired 
dentist/ and is currently a lay preacher who is 
extremely active in religious affairs and is one of 
the most respected citizens in Columbia, Mississippi. 
Chief Rainey advised that in his opinion, Doctor 
Bush would be the least likely person in Columbia, 
Mississippi, to have made any remarks concerning 
the possible assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


2 * 
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0-9 {Rev. 5-22-64) 
,.J> 





Transmit the following in 

via Airtel 


iFOIA(b) (6 
fc>IA(b) (7 


F B I 


Date: 3/24/69 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


( Priority ) 



Enclosed for Jackson are two true copies an d for Memphis 
one true copy of ja letter received at the Bureau from 

Columbia, Mississippi. < 


J ackson immediately locate and interview | | regarding 

his conversation with a dentist relative to the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Conduct appropriate investigation to 
thoroughly resolve this matter . 


Jackson review its files for background data concerning 

Pope . 

Enclosures (2) 

1 - Memphis (Enclosure) 






Dear Director: • 

\ 7 

Last spring I was staying at a boarding house in Columbia. 

Mrs. Rawls on Church St. 

one Sunday about one week before Dr. King was killed. I was 
sitting on the front porch talking to a retired Dentist. It was after dinner 
on a Sunday. - y 

He told me that They are going to kill Dr. King this next week. 

A few days later he was killed! 

If you think this meant any thing the doctors' name was Bush! 

It sounded like he was in on the knowing about. it ot me. I thought I would 
pass this information on along to the Bureau. No one knows about this 
; but me I hope. There were one or two others on the porch at the time 
we were but I don't know if they heard him tell me this or not. (Weather 
- they were listening to our conversation or not. ) ; I would like to remain 





FD-3 6 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


# 


F B I 


Transmit the following in 


AERTEL 


Date: 2/25 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


A IRMA II 


(Priority) 


TO : 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 


FROM: SAC, J ACKS ONV(15 7-9586 "9 (p) 


MURKIN 

Enclosed for the Memphis office are 9 copies 
each of two FD 302s. V 

On 2/25/69, Sgt. RAYM OND H. CURRY, Base 
Photo Laboratory, Columbus Airforce Ease, CoTurabus , 

M is s . , a d v i s e d S A LA WRE l i iii vJ « G 0B14c\ iN that he is 
maintaining in his possession a $V 00 bill which had 
inscribed on it the following: 

JAMES EARL RAY 

322-3561 

On 2/25/69, GEORGE MC CULLY, State Security 
Officer, South Central Bell Telephone Company, Jackson, 
Miss., advised that there is no such telephone listing 
as 322-3561 in the state of Mississippi. 

LEAD 


MEMPH i S D IV I S I ON 


Will search indices and i£"”hegative , will consider 
setting forth leads to determine Subscriber to telephone 
number 322-3561. It being note^f that the subject is familiar 
at Atlanta, Birmingham, , and,.Los Angeles. 

(\ v / 1 5 ^) G 


3 - Bureau V 

2 Memphis (RM) (Enc . 1 

£) -’V Jackson -I' 

JI 


Serialized 

indexed 





i 






FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 



. ’ GEORGE C. MC CULLY, State Security Officer^ . 
South Central Bell Telephone Company, Jackson, 
Mississippi, advised that telephone number 322-3561 
is not a Mississippi telephone- number . * 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the .FBI. It . is the property" of the FBI’ and is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside you r agency. ... . * / . . ; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

nnte February 25, 1969 

Sergeant RAYMOND H. CURRY, Base Photo Laboratory, 
Columbus Air Force Base, Columbus , Mississippi, advised 
that he had in his possession a one dollar bill which 
had inscribed on it: .. 

JAMES EARL RAY • 

322-3561 

Sergeant CURRY said he could not immediately 
recall how or when he came in possession of this one 
dollar bill. -He said he felt he should report this 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 











On 9/ 75 /60 at Columbus , Mississippi : Fii e # Jackson 157-9586 — <£ 


by. 



A LAWRENCE W. GORMAN . LWG/bb 


2/25/69 


Date dictated. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of’ the FBI. : It is the property of the FBI and : is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents . are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-3b Irtev. i z- iJ-ao/ 





F B I 

Date: 12/24/68 


Transmit the following in 
Via 


(Type in plain text or code ) 




(Priority or Method of Mailing) 







REPORT 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 


.LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
LATENT CASE. NO. 





SAC, Los Angeles 





• THIS REPORT IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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F B I 

Date: \ 1^27-68 


Transmit the following in 
Via _ 


(Type in plain text or code) 


ru A .1 « L; : 

j* 

s.0 t 

. DIRECTOR, 

FROM ; 

TACc, mtjmph 


MURK' KM 


T **i '4* 

JL .‘1 .. ’W '1-i 

BRADFORD 

pi ,f r T 'It*' W 4 r* jh. 

invest iga 

tion has be 

The. Memph 

is Division 

of Invest 

i gat on eond 

in the fo 

rm of eithe 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




all results can be incorporated in a report. This material 
should he submitted so, that it reaches Memphis no later- than 
December 4, 1968, 




M Per 






i- 
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F B I 

Date: 


11/26/68 


Transmit the following in 

Via TELETYPE 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

DEFERRED 


(Priority) 


TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR (44-38861) & MEMPHIS (44-f987) 
JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 


murkxn; 

RE LOS ANGELES AIRTEL TO BUREAU, NOVEMBER TWENTY 
ONE, LAST. 

RE LOS ANGELES AIRTEL SET OUT THAT MRS ; «, Wi PITMAN, 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, LAST, OBSERVED 
CARD BOARD BOX IN THE REAR PARKING AREA OF THE BANK WHERE SHE| 
WAS EMPLOYED? THIS BOX BORE PENCILED HANDWRITING AS FOLLOWS 
"JAMES EARL RAY, ONE ONE TWO TUCKER STREET, LELAND, 
MISSISSIPPI, JOHN WESLEY RAFORD, JR r i, JOHN WESLEY TUCKER. 

THE HANDWRITING APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY THE SAME 
PERSONS ON THE BOX WERE NAMES JOHN AND JONOUR. 


JACKSON INDICES CONTAIN NO RECORD OF RAFORD AND 
T UCKER / OR SIMILARITIES THEREOF OF JONOUR'. 


CHIEF OF POLICE E'i J; DEAN, LELAND, MISS., ADVISED 


-4 Jackson 
1 - Los Angeles (44-1574) (AM) 


JWN/pap ( 


Approved: 



— *=* — i ? ^ 

Special Agent ifr"Charge 


Searched 
Serialised. 

Indexed — 

Filed 


ij. , 

sed. 


lent 


ml m 


4?? 


Per 
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Transmit the following in 1 ! 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via : ■ 

(Priority) 


___ 1 

PAGE TWO 

INSTANT DATE THAT MRS*. MARGARET BERRY, NEGRO, LIVES AT 
ONE ONE TWO TUCKER STREET, LELAND; ADVISED HE HAS NO 
ARREST RECORD FOR HER 1 ; CHIEF DEAN ADVISED THAT NAMES OF 
JOHN WESLEY RAFORD, JR. , JOHN WESLEY TUCKER AND JONOUR ARE 
UNKNOW TO HIM; HE KNOWS OF NO ONE IN LELAND BY THE NAME 
OF JAMES EARL RAY AND OF NO ONE IN CALIFORNIA WHO MAY HAVE 
BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LELAND ADDRESS ON THE BOX. 

MRS'. MARGARET BERRY, ONE ONE TWO TUCKER STREET, LELAND, 
MISS 5 ; , ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT SHE HAS LIVED AT THIS ADDRES 
SINCE JANUARY, FIFTY FOUR, WHEN SHE PURCHASED THE HOUSE; SHF 
LIVES AT THIS RESIDENCE WITH TWO YOUNG NIECES . SHE 
ADVISED THAT SHE HAS NO IDEA WHY A BOX SHOULD BE LOCATED 
IN CALIFORNIA WITH HER ADDRESS ON IT; THE NAMES JOHN 
WESLEY RAFORD, JR;, JOHN WESLEY TUCKER AND JONOUR ARE 
UNKNOWN TO HER; SHE ADVISED SHE HAS A NEPHEW EDDIE JONES 
AND A NIECE RUBY JONES AS- OF FORTY SEVEN, IN LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA; SHE HAS HEARD NOTHING FROM THEM SINCE THAT 
TIME?! SHE HAS NO RELATIVES OR FRIENDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


S 


Approved: Sent 

Special Agent in Charge 
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F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following., in 


Via 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


( Priority ) 


PAGE THREE 


SHE KNOWS OF TWO BOYS FROM LELAND WH) ARE IN CALIFORNIA, 
CITIES UNKNOWN, BY THE NAMES OF FIRST NAME UNKNOWN WARREN 
AND JAMES LOVEY. THESE BOYS, WHILE IN LELAND, LIVED ON 
THE OTHER SIDE OF TOWN AND WERE NOT CLOSELY ASSOCIATED 
WITH HERS 

LOS ANGELES BEING ADVISED BY AIRMAILS END. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M 


Per 


HW 5233 


Special Agent in Charge 
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4s 13 PM DEFERRED 11-26-68 WLB 

\ ' 

. TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) & MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

' FROM JACKSON (1 57-9586) ' * •, 

^ MUR K I N o. ' • 

■ \ 

RE LOS ANGELES AIRTEL TO BUREAU, NOVEMBER TWENTY 
ONE, LAST. . “• ; 

RE LOS ANGELES AIRTEL SET OUT THAT MRS. W. PITMAN, 

i > 

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, LAST, OBSERVED 
CARD BOARD, BOX IN THE REAR PARKING lAREA OF THE BANK WHERE -SHE 



FBI WASH DC. 
FBI JKSN MISS 


WAS EMPLOYED. THIS BOX BORE PENCILED HANDWRITING AS FOLLOWS 

\ ' 

"JAMES EARL RAY, ONE ONE TWO TUCKER STREET, LELAND, 
MISSISSIPPI, JOHN WESLEY RAFORD, JR., JOHN WESLEY TUCKER. 

THE HANDWRITING APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY THE SAME 
PERSON. ON THE BOX WERE NAMES JOHN AND JONOUR. 

JACKSON INDICES CONTAIN NO RECORD OF RAFORD AND 
TUCKER OR SIMILARITIES THEREOF OF JONOUR. 

, I ‘ v 

CHIEF OF POLICE E. J. DEAN, LELAND, MISS ., ADVISED 
END PAGE ONE 

i 
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Searched- 


16 7 - 












»* 

** 

PAGE TWO 

» . ' 

INSTANT DATE THAT MRS. MARGARET BERRY, NEGRO, LIVES AT 
ONE ONE TWO TUCKER STREET, LELAND. ADVISED HE HAS NO 
ARREST ARECORD FOR HER." CHIEF DEAN ADVISED THAT NAMES OF 

l . ' 

JOHN WESLEY RAFORD, JR., JOHN. WESLEY -TUCKER AND' JONOUR ARE 
UNKNOWN TO HIM. HE KNOWS OF NO ONE IN LELAND BY . THE NAME 
OF JAMES EARL RAY AND OF NO ONE IN CALIFORNIA WHO MAY HAVE 
BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR "THE LELAND ADDRESS ON THE BOX. _ 

MRS. MARGARET BERRY, ONE ONE TWO TUCKER STREET, LELAND, - 

\ ■ 

MISS.. , ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT SHE HAS LIVED AT THIS ADDRESS 

< * i 

SINCE JANUARY, FIFTY' FOUR , WHEN SHE PURCHASED THE HOUSE. SHE 

p vJ 

LIVES AT THIS RESIDENCE WITH TWO YOUNG NIECES. SHE ; 
ADVISED. THAT SHE HAS NO IDEA WHY A BOX SHOULD BE LOCATED ' 

IN CALIFORNIA WITH HER ADDRESS ON IT. THE NAMES j'OHN 
WESLEY RAFORD, JR., JOHN WESLEY TUCKER AND JONOUR ARE 
UNKNOWN TO HER. SHE ADVISED SHE HAS A NEPHEW EDDIE JONES 

AND A NIECE RUBY JONES AS OF FORTY SEVEN, IN LOS ANGELES, 

* ' ■ • \ 

. CALIFORNIA .... SHE HAS HEARD NOTHING FROM THEM SINCE THAT 

TIME'. SHE HAS NO "RELATIVES OR FRI ENDS I N *CALI FORNI A . 

END PAGE TWO 




i 
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A 


» • 

i 

PAGE THREE . 

SHE KNOWS OF TWO BOYS FROM LELAND WHO ARE IN CALIFORNIA, 

t ' * 

v s. 

CITIES UNKNOWN, BY ■ THE NAMES OF FIRST NAME UNKNOWN WARREN 
AND JAMES LOVEYo THESE BOYS, WHILE IN LELAND, LIVED ON 
THE OTHER SIDE OF TOON AND WERE NOT CLOSELY ASSOCIATED '■ 

WI TH HERo ' 

LOS ANGELES BEING ADVISED BY AIRMAI L „ • 

-CORRECTION THIRD "LINE FROM END, WORD FIVE SHOWXXSHOULED 
BE TOWN NOT TOONo 

i 

END ■ ' 

MKA 

FBI • WASH DC 

% 1 

FBI MEMPHIS , 

FBI JKSN' MISS 

Ai IS RJT ' . 

FBI MEMPHIS • ' 
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 


11 / 21/68 


SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC) 


*ti *f . 


MURKIN 






00: MEMPHIS 



On 11/14/68^ JOSEPH^JglYER,/ Field Engineer 
for Recognition Equipment coinparfy , ‘Da lias , temporarily 
residing at the Lemonwood Inn, /3515 In^rood Road, Dallas, 
Texas , advised he is attending/ a computer school sponsored 
by Recognition Equipment Company, after which he does not 
know where he will be stationed. He said that he formerly 
resided at 300 North Ha ugh Avenue, Picayune /Mississippi. 

He related an incident which occurred while he was residing 
in Picayune .. The details /of that incident are set out in 
enclosed FD-302. ~ 


A copy of the FD-302 of interview of MEYER is 
enclosed for Jackson in the event Memphis requests ^ 
investigation of this matter by Jackson at Picayune. 

•Any additional investigation is left to the 
descretion of; the Office of Origin. 




3 s+'M 


i , 


W 




f - Memphis (Ene . 8) . ; 
- Jackson (Enc. . 1) 

- Dallas 

WBH/pd "• " • 

/ - (5) 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) , 

► ! « * • ’ 4 . ✓ * 

* *•» ’ U * w 

- ' Jr. V/ 








. <*' • 
, j "*» 


b y " 


Date dictated" 


- V 


A .i - f'Vv. 1 *■ 5»* . f i, , -j r " ,’*J; \v‘* •* ' *• '2 j*f ► J» T t «*'' * * f ' ■ j * «i »- *• ■». - ■ " * i ^ ^ ¥ • * v ^ — * .. “• * * ♦ ^ •*?* , .t” # r ■ *• * t'fj ' > i* 

. 1 i. This 'document contains neither recommendations 5 nor conclusions of- the FBI. It- is the property 4 of the rFBI and is loaned to your agency;, 
'-it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . ^ T *• 'V ‘"‘’V +v ' - l ' ‘ •“ r 1 * r ' >y , ' 
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A J-/ — O' V 


F B 


Date: 10/24/6 


Transmit the following in 


Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


SAC, MIAMI (157=987) 
SAC, DALLAS (157=424 


SUBJECT; ACQUISITION OF WEAPONS 
RACIAL EXTREMIST GROUPS 


00 ; JACKSON 

Re Jackson air tel 
Indianapolis airtel to Dali 


to Charlotte dated 
s dated. 8 / 28 / 68 . 


Indianapolis requested Dallas to interview 
GORDON STEPHEN BUTTORFF, 9725 Plano Road, Dallas, for any 
information concerning HORACE BYRON GAAR, JR„ 


On 10/22/ 
Services, Dallas, a 
tal Fire Insurance 
Road, Dallas, and h; 


Operator Eight, Credit Bureau 
sed SARAH BUTTORFF employed Continen 
pany, Dallas, resided at 9725 Plano 
been in file since June, 1968 , 


. Mrs. PEGGY HELLUMS '■Assistant • Manager , .'Kingsley ‘ ; ■ 

Place Apartments, advised 10/22/68, that GORDON STEPHEN 
BUTTORFF resided in Apartment 122, 9725 Plano Road, Dallas/ 
The records of the Dallas County Sher if f 's Office and' Dallas 
Police Department, checked 10/22/68, contain no rebard for 
BUTTORFF. 

2 - Miami (RM) 

1 Charlotte, (Info) (RM) 

(6^ - Jackson (RM) 

(2 - 157=922) 

■d) - 157=9586) ■ , rUTat- v o/ 

(1 — 174-161) ~ ( p " 

(1 - 157=22) „.cu _« 

(1 = 157=2302) 

1 = Indianapolis (157=1003) : (RM) 

4 = Dallas (2. = 157=678) (BUTTORFF) 


FMH 

(14 


elm 


1 = 157=424) 

1 - 157=602) 


Approved: 


Sent 


Special Agent in Charge 
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• # 


DL 157=424 


Balias file 157=678, captioned GORDON STEPHEN 
BUTTORFF, indicates BUTTORFF is severely disturbed mentally 
and has received correspondence from the Minutemen in the 
past but does not indicate his connection with GAAR or the 
acquisition of weapons. 

Balias file 157=602, captioned "HORACE BYRON 
GAAR, JR . „ . RM, indicates that Jackson closed their case 
October, 1965, inasmuch as GAAR was not advocating 
racial violence,, 

Dallas not in possession of Miami teletype to 

Bureau, Charlotte, Jackson and Memphis dated 8/10/68. 

! 

\ 


MIAMI 

- ’.V***-' "f — - i ‘ > 1 


AT MIAMI, FLORIDA . Furnish Balias copy of 
Miami teletype to Bureau, 8/10/68, background of investi- 
gation and desirability of interviewing BUTTORFF. 


jr 


2 
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• • 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



In Memphis 

MEMPHIS (APj; - A Time- , 
Life magazine reporter, iden- ; 
tified by. police as* William Sar- ; 
tor of ^reenville, /M'iss., Was I 
shot in . Memphis Saturday night 
during an apparent robbery at- 
tempt. 

Chief rinsp. Joe Gagliano said 
the shooting took place in the ; 
downtown area and quoted Sar- j 
tor as saying a man he could j 
only identify as a Negro shot ■ 
him after robbing him.- 

He filed , dispatches- - from ! 
Memphis during the riots that 
followed the slaying of- Dr.! Mar- 
, tin Luther, King Jr. on April 4 
and has been covering subse- 
quent developments in the King 
! case. 

Sartor is also credited with 
being the man who stirred com- 
• munity,. ire , with an. -article.' in 
Time that referred to /Memphis 
as a ‘‘decaying Mississippi 
: backwater, town. ” 

. Sartor was hospitalized at St. 
Joseph • Hospital, the. same hos- 
. ipital in which .King died. 

Gagliano said an early report 
; from doctors Vindicated Sartor 
fcWas not in fs^u^^ndition, Cf 

< Hl * > 11 ■ — " " i mmrn — 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-2V.-C4) 



1 


Transmit the following in 


Via _ 


i\ 

Cl 


Tiv 


Date: 



( Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 


TO: • SAC s MEMPHIS (44- 1987) 


FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 
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F B I 


Date: 10 / 1/68 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


L 


TO: 


FROM : 


MURKIN 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, JACKS OH (157-9586) (P) 


Re Bureau air tel to Memphis and Jackson, dated 
9/26/68, with attached interview of Mr. BILL SARTOR, 

Indices check at Jackson disclosed the following: 

A review of Jack's on file 15 7- 7945 /captioned 
"JAN SAjfrOR, Aka, Jan Sende r, John n a Lou judder - RM n 
cixscio.ye?h that on 5/3/6 1L one JAN SARTOR dent acted the 
Greenmlle , Mississippi/ Resident Agent op the FBI where 
she provided the following information: 

She is (at that time) the Greenville reporter 
for the Memphis 'Commercial Appeal" (a daily newspaper from 
Memphis, Tennessee) and also writes free lane je for other 
papers and magazines. She has written articles under 
the name of JAN SCUDDER for Sepi a , a Negro magazine produced 
at Fort Worth, Texas. Her husband, WILLIAM SARTOR! waites I 
free lance for Time and Lif£ Magaziwesr f\J ‘ " j 

In August, 1966, she attended a 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conferenc 


on re rev 


Ice of 


(SCLC)Vin 


3 -Bureau (RM) 

2 - Memphis 

3- Jackson 
@157-9586 

1-157-7945 
JLP/wgj . 


j ^ .y , - (#3 J 




Approve 


Sent 


M 

IVS 


Per ... 


Special Agent in Charge 
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JN 157-9586 


Jackson, Mississippi, and later wrote an article for 
Sepia Magazine concerning this conference. During 
the period she covered this conference, she was not 
accompanied by her husband and registered at the King 
Edward Hotel in Jackson as JAN SCUDDER, 

Shortly after her return to Greenville from 
Jackson, she received a telephone call from an individual 
who said he was calling long distance from a pay telephone 
which she assumed was in Jackson, Mississippi. This 
individual furnished his name as either ED or JAMES 
FLEMING. He said he had attended the SCLC Conference 
at Jackson and had seen a man taking a photograph of her 
standing in front of the King Edward Hotel with two Negro 
males. He stated he was trying to determine the identity 
of the photographer, as his picture had also been taken 
at that time. This individual asked her several times 
why she was there and asked her whether or not she was 
a member of SCLC. 

A few days later she received another long 
distance telephone call and the operator said the 
unidentified caller was trying to reach ED HAMLETT. 

Mrs. SARTOR said she was not aware of it at that time 
but later learned that ED HAMLET is a Negro who is 
a member of the Southern Student Organizing Committee 
(SSOC) , which is a branch of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) . 

Mrs. SARTOR alleged that the man’s voice in 
the background sounded similar..; to the same man who had 
called her previously. 

She received no further telephone calls until 
last week (5-10-67) when she received another telephone 
call wherein the operator asked for BILL SARTOR. During 
this incident the. operator said she was trying to reach 
ED HAMLETT through Mr. SARTOR. She heard the same man's 

2 
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JN 157-9586 


voice giving the number to the telephone operator . This 
was also a long distance telephone call, city not known. 

Prior to 5/17/67, the telephone operator called 
and told her they were trying to locate Mrs. SARTOR's mother 
and the operator requested the name of her mother, and where 
she could be reached. During this call the same man came 
on the telephone and said he was calling from Nashville, 
Tennessee. He indicated his name was JAMES MASON and 
that he was calling for JAMES FLEMING. He stated he 
thought they might be related and he was trying to locate 

relatives . 


Mrs. SARTOR alleged that she did not give this man 
any information . Later, the same day, she received another 
telephone call wherein the operator said she was trying 
to locate Mrs. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Mrs. SARTOR inquired from the operator the 
identity of the calling party and she heard a man say that 
he did not want to give his name. The operator then told 
her the telephone call was from a public telephone in - 
Memphis, Tennessee. 


Since the last incident, her maid, her neighbor, 
and her employer, the 'Commercial Appeal" have all received 
telephone calls inquiring about her relatives, husband, 
type of work, and other personal information. She said the 
telephone call at the "Commercial Appeal was concerning 
her association with Sepia Magazine, which she had not 
told her employer at the "Commercial Appeal" about, and 
whether or not her husband wrote articles for Ebony 
Magazine , 


During the above interview, Mrs . SARTOR said 
she was concerned about the harassing nature of the 
telephone calls and that she was unable to determine 
the purpose of such calls. She said she felt that someone 


3 
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/FOIA(b) (6) 
'roiA.(b) ( 7 ) - (C) 


may be mistakenly identifying her as a civil rights 
worker because she attends numerous civil rights ; functions 
in an official capacity for her employers* She indicated 
she does not and never has belonged to any civil j rights 
organizations. She said that one of the editors of the 
"Commercial Appeal" suggested to her that the originator 
of these telephone calls could be one EDGAR DOWNING a 
self-styled lnvestigator | ' [ known to the! Memphis 

area. 


The following description and 
data was obtained through observation and 


background 

interview 


Name: 

Aliases 


Mrs. WILLIAM G. SARTOR 
Jan Sartor 
Jan Scudder 
Johnna Lou Scudder 


Sex 

Race 

Date of birth 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Marital status 
Parents 


Female 

White 


Pilot Point, Texas 
5' 11" 

115 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 
Married 

(WILLIAM G. SARTOR) 
CHARLES and LULA SCUDDER 


Employment 

Residence 


Spur, Texas 

Reporter, "Commercial Appeal" 
Memphis, Tennessee; free 
lance writer; 

1255 Loundes 

Greenville, Mi s s is s i p pi , 


The file further reflected that on 5/19/67, 

EDGAR DOWNING contacted the Jackson FBI Office in person 
seeking information concerning JAN SARTOR. DOWNING indicated 
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he has been making an investigation concerning the activities 
of this woman. No information was furnished to Mr. EDGAR 
DOWNING* 

* 

LEADS: 

MEMPHIS 

Will conduct, indices check concerning EDGAR 
DOWNING. It should be noted that referenced Bureau 
airtel instructs that no interview of SARTOR should be 
conducted until the Bureau advises to do so. 
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*-over once: tor informant Keport or Material 

FD-306 (3-21-58) 



Date received 

I 

9/18,20/68 


Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 

□ in person [}C J by telephone [ by mail [ J orally 


If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agents 


Received by 


SA THOMPSON BERRY WEBB 


f I recording device I 1 written by Informant 


Date of Report 


Date 


Dictated 9/20/68 

-Transcribed 9/20/68 

Authenticated 

by Informant 


Brief description of activity or material 


BOBBYE K. HOOKS 


9 / 20/68 


Date(s) of activity 


September, 1968 


APWR. Hinds Co., met 9/17/68; Official: of 
Minutemen attempts to visit TARRANTS in 

Me r i dlan - j a-i l -. At te mphs—mad e_ t o ... raise 

cash bond' for JOE DANIEL HAWKINS; MATTHEW! 


n nn wh aSMlig 


infc 




if not attached 


FOIA ( b ) 7 - (D 


Remarks: / 

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ENCLOSED REPORT, IF___ 
USED IN A REPORT BEING PREPARED FOR DISSEMINATION, SHOULD BE SUITABLY 


PARAPHRASED IN ORDER TO ADEQUATELY PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THIS 

INFORMANT. / 


FOIA ( b ) 7 - (D) 

15 7 -40 96 -L. E. MATTHEWS 

91-1134-JOE DANIEL HAWKINS 

62-2 -MINUTEMEN 

174- 161 

157-36 - AP.WR 

157-63 - WKKKK0M 

157-9586- MURKIN \ 


Block Stamp 


fs£/i!iCb!ED — Mvye&fc : j . 

! sERiaaw y&UiLt; I 

$CJp? ’> lOfip ' 

^ f ^ —J: '■('•*; >* ! 

i 


I 51- ^5f6 ^3o 
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JN Form Twos have been directed to the 
following files: 

1 - 157- ROY CAMPBELL 

1 - 157- Dr. E. A. CAMPBELL 

1 - 157- JOHN VIRGIL "PAT" THOMAS 

1 - 157- SIDNEY BARNES 

1-157- GUS BOBBITT 

1 - 157- JOE DENVER HAWKINS 


B* 

(COVER PAGE) 


Htf 5233 Docld: 59162494 Page 137 




APWR, HINDS COUNTY. 

CHAPTER - 

APWR met as usual on Tuesday night, 9/17/68, 
at Byrd's Truck Stop, and the following were in attendance: 

, ROY and JO CAMPBELL 

Dr. and Mrs. E. A. COPELAND 

PAT and NELL THOMAS 

Mr. and Mrs. SIDNEY BARNES 

GUS BOBBITT 

JOE DENVER HAWKINS 

Mrs. EVELYN MORGAN, Secretary 

BILL PICKEL 

HARRY KELLEY, JOHNNIE HAWKINS , and L. E. MATTHEWS 
were noticeably absent from the meeting, and they were 
apparently having some type of private meeting concerning. 
JOE DANIEL HAWKINS' bond and trial for bank robbery in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Most of the meeting was taken up about funds 
for the HAWKINS family. 

Mr. BARNES has apparently moved to Jackson from 
Mobile, Alabama, and he gave the closing prayer, with 
.the last few sentences or words being in some language 
other than English, which source could not understand. 
Source pointed but that Mrs. BARNES usually gives the 
closing prayer, and the last few urords are in Latin 
source believes. He noted that neither Mr. or Mrs. 

BARNES put an Amen on the end of the prayer. 
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Jackson, Mississippi 

9 / 20/68 

Source advised that he had conferred with 
L. E. MATTHEWS on 9/19/68. Apparently there was something 
on local television about the jury in the Dr. MEYER's 
abortion case being possibly tampered with and it was being 
called back in session. MATTHEWS indicated he was quite 
concerned about this jury being called back and questioned 
about JOE DANIEL HAWKINS' trial in the Blackwell Bombing 
and the jury in the possession of explosives trial of 
J. L. HARPER. He indicated that at least one or two on the 
HARPER trial were depended upon to render a hung jury, 
and that one for sure on DANNY's trial knew that he would 
have to bring about a hung jury, this being the only 
chance for keeping HAWKINS out of jail. 



2 


' 


** rp' 
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Jackson, Mississippi 

9 / 20/68 


MINUTEMEN 

Source advised that he had been in contact with 
L. E. MATTHEWS on 9/19/68 at which time he indicated that 
a high official in the Minutemen had been in 
Meridian, Mississippi, either Saturday or Sunday, and. 
conferred with THOMAS ALBERT TARRANTS, III. MATTHEWS 
inferred that this official had contacted SAM BOWERS, 

Mr. SIDNEY BARNES, and L. E. MATTHEWS. 

Source asked MATTHEWS a direct question, "Did 
you see him," whereupon MATTHEW’S stated, "I may have." 

Source pointed out that MATTHEWS made a trip last 
Friday, 9/13/68 for the weekend, but source would not know 
MATTHEWS' travels until his credit card tickets came in. 4 
Source further indicated that MATTHEWS, who usually 
confides in him, has been most secretive about the trip 
last weekend. 

Source continued that this official had assured 
THOMAS ALBERT TARRANTS, III, that TARRANTS had nothing to 
worry about in his prosecution at Meridian, as the Minutemen 
Organization and funds were behind him. 


MURKIN 


Source stated that he had never heard of the 
following individuals being mentioned in Klan pr APWR 
circles: 


JAMES L. HINES 
HERMAN H. GRIFFIN, JR. 
BERNIE CRAMPTON 
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JOE DANIEL HAWKINS 
BANK ROBBERY TRIAL 

Source reiterated that the main topic of 
conversation at the APWR meeting was the efforts to free 
HAWKINS on bond for the two weeks remaining before his 
trial. Source reported it had come to his attention that 
L. E. MATTHEWS, the Imperial Wizard of the WKICKKOM, summoned 
to his residence on the night of 9/18/68, ELAINE SMITH 
PEEBLES. For hours he attempted to pressure her into 
putting up $25,000 cash toward the bond of HAWKINS. Source 
stated that ELAINE put up all types of excuses as to why 
she could not; such as her funds were tied up to prevent 
this type of thing, secondly that she could not draw 
from her account at Deposit Guaranty National Bank without 
the okay of her attorney, and various other excuses. 

SMITH pointed out that JOHNNIE and CATHY HAWKINS 
were dressing in new clothes in exceptionally good taste 
these days, and further that CATHY is permitted to keep 
her gross receipts at the Dox»mtown Coiffeurs, and that she 
can easily make and take home $70 per day. 

It xtfas pointed out by one of these persons that 
over $5,000 had been made, cleared, and turned over to 
the HAWKINSes from the sale of the GEORGE and LURLINE WALLACE 
Magazine. 

At one point, ELAINE SMITH PEEBLES made a tenative 
offer to put up $25,000 of her money on the condition 
that JOHNNIE HAWKINS would let her hold the $20,000 
plus taken from the Memphis Bank as security for ELAINE’ s 
part. MATTHEWS indicated that JOHNNIE HAWKINS might doe 
this and generally inferred that he, MATTHEWS, had been in 
on the planning of the robbery and there was no doubt 
but what JOE DANIEL HAWKINS had robbed the bank with 
the knowledge of JOE DENVER and L. E. MATTHEWS. MATTHEWS 
concluded by stating that PERCY QUINN was sitting in a motel 
in Memphis waiting on ELAINE SMITH PEEBLES ' decision re 
the $25,000. 


4 
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In connection with the trial, MATTHEWS pointed out 
that they have six witnesses that will prove that DANNY 
-was in Jackson and that he could not possibly have been in 
Memphis at the time of the robbery. He called no names 
of the witnesses nor did he mention any material company 
or other company whose records might be subpoenaed to show 
they had done business with money from the robbery. 

Source pointed out that MATTHEWS discussed the 
fact that the witness that JOHNNIE HAWKINS had flown down 
from the Memphis bank did not go before the Grand Jury 
to indict DANNY. MATTHEWS made some incoherent statement 
about the eye witnesses, that is something said about doing 
something with them or words to that effect. MATTHEWS 
commented that the APWR is reimbursing JOHNNIE HAWKINS, 

JOE DENVER HAWKINS, and PERCY QUINN for any money they 
spend for the defense of JOE DANIEL HAWKINS . MATTHEWS 
indicated that Attorney PERCY QUINN has several things up 
his sieve that may not be quite "kosher." One of these 
stunts that he plans to pull involves the pistol used by 
HAWKINS during the robbery. QUINN has had JOE DENVER HAWKINS 
purchase a pistol like the one HAWKINS used. QUINN indicated 
that the pistol and evidence would be lying on the table in 
front of the Judge. QUINN will pick it up and stick it under 
his coat, where he will have the pistol that JOE DENVER 
purchased hidden. QUINN will then pull out both pistols and 
try to confuse the jury as to how the jurymen could identify 
the pistol used in the robbery. QUINN has indicated that he 
has several other tricks and said he would be able to pull 
them before the judge caught on to what he was doing and it 
would have already made its impression on the jury, although 
the judge might not allow it as evidence. 


5 
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WHITE KNIGHTS - MINUTEMEN 

Source reported that while MATTHEWS and ELAINE 
SMITH PEEBLES were conferring, he heard MATTHEWS tell PEEBLES 
several times during the evening that SAM BOWERS was not 
dead yet. Source did not know the significance of MATTHEWS’ 
making such a statement on approximately three occasions 
during the evening. Source stated he has the feeling 
and it is strictly only a feeling that something big is 
brewing. He stated that he overheard something to the 
effect that BILL PICKEL, JACK HELM, a top Klansman in 
Louis feia, and someone else had been on a trip Saturday night, 
however, L. E. MATTHEWS claimed that he was not alone. 

Source did not knoitf whether or not the;se individuals had 
been with the top Minutemen official from the West Coast 
who had attempted to contact THOMAS ALBERT TARPANTS , III, in 
the Lauderdale County Jail at Meridian this past Saturday 
night, 9/14/68. 
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L. E. MATTHEWS, JR . 


Source advised thatit had come to his attention 
that on the night of 9/18/68 MATTIE WS had the two same male 
visitors that had slipped into his back door the previous 
Wednesday night. Their arrival was announced by the dogs 
barking. MATTHEWS commented that he had visitors, and told 
ELAINE SMITH ahd : . his young son to stay where they were for a 
bit. SMITH went to the bedroom of MATTHEWS, and the boy stayed 
in the living room on the second level of the tri-level. 

MATTHEWS talked to the two men outside, they talked for awhile 
under the carport on the first level. Two doors were heard 
to close which were believed to have been the trunk and a 
door of MATTHEWS car. SMITH had her car parked in the rear 
of the house where it could not be seen by her husband or others . 

During the conversation . of the three men, the names 
"RED',' BREWER, JOHN, PITTMAN, or PITTARD, DAVIS, "The Board", 
and SAM (BOWERS) were heard, but in what connection not 
clear at all. The larger of the men would. raise his voice 
occasionally. This man is very broadshouldered. Source 
stated that these individuals' mode of travel is still unknown. 
They came up to the back door, as last week, and MATTHEWS 
walked them out front toward his mothers. No cars were 
heard to start, no lights were seen. In the period of 
30 minutes after they were known to be gone, three or four 
cars passed on the road which is a couple hundred yards out 
in front of MATTHEWS' house. 

It was not knoxv’n by source whether or not the trip 
of last weekend had anything to do with these visitors. 

MATTHEWS said he saw someone in a wig over the weekend but 
it was not a woman. Source said the younger of the men 
possibly could wear a woman's wig and with proper dress 
could pass for a woman, but added this is merely speculation. 


7 * 
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J . , L. vCQLLUMS , Route 5;, Pontotoc , . Mississippi, 
a teacher at Thaxtoti Schpoi^%Pontotoc Cpunty, Mississippi, 
and; a* near neighbor of WILLARD p advised \ that " pn ^ 

April 4, 1968, he observed'-- WILLARD mowing ; the lawn at his 
residences, probably sometime around 6:00 PM, exact time riot 
recalled. '-V •' .v'- - -v \ >'• ' 


Mr .. COLLUMS said that .WILLARD has not resided in 
the neighborhood too long , but he .believes him to be a /person, 
of good character and .reputation.. y 






lie# ' Jackson- 157-9586 \C> 
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M. CV HEMBREE , Ecrti, Missis sipp i , ^orme^sher if f 
of Pontotoc County, Mississippi, advised thait^^|Mfp|H. ^ 
WILLARD wSs • arrested in 1958 in Memphis, . T ennes If ee y^a s a ’ " 
fugitive from Pontotoc County. • He :said the warrant-; was . . 
f or \'1|rs on and /that when ; WILLARD was arrested, in Memphis 
he;: was returned , to Pontotoc County, where he pleaded- guilty 
on the arson charge and received three years probation . 


■ 


' 1 ■ • : He said that part- of the time while bn probation- 

WILLARD resided in Memphis , Tennessee*. and the other .part 
resided in Pontotoc County, Mississippi. .. ; v. 


- 1 - 


r - ’ . 


, Mr.’ HEMBREE . advised that WILLARD formerly 
resided in the Ecru community of 'Pontotoc County but 
how- resides west of; Pontotoc Mississippi^ on Highway 6 
• in a new .home . He said WILLARD works , in a factory either 
in Pontotoc or in a surround ing city, but he does not 
know the name of the factory. He said he considers *; 
WILLARD to be a person of good character and . reputation 
and. does not know of any criminal offenses for which he 
. mi ght have' been c harged sine e 


* \r * \ 
V ‘ * Ajk > 




' /• 
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x.t ■ 
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Mr. Poliak 


September 17, 1968 
JBP : swh 


i . 
i 

| 

i - 


J. 


Flannery 


James Ear! Pay, Subject; 

Martin Luther King, Jr . , Victim. 
Conspiracy Against Rights 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


• • ■'£ - ‘ | 

I interviewed Bill .Sartor in connection with : 

the captioned matter for about four hours on August 22, 
1968. He had. been identified to me in June by Jesse Epps, 
as .a -reporter who had been inquiring into the possible 
existence of a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. At 
Mr. Epps • request - 1 met Sartor -then- briefly, -and he gave 
me bits and pieces, of information and rumors. about the 

killing that he had accumulated • to • that point. - His , 

interest had been aroused, he said,, by the firm con- 
viction among many Negroes in Memphis that there was a ^ 
conspiracy possibly involving some members of^tne hempais ; • 
Police Department. My conversation with nirn in June is 
set out in part II, below. 

Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle in Greenville, 
Mississippi (phone 335-3272), with his wife and one or 
two children. He is a contract- writer for Time, Inc. , 
and he has covered Memphis, particularly racial matters, 
since before the Sanitation Workers • strike. He ^ appears . 
to be known and trusted by those Negro leaders in Memphis 
with whom I have talked (Epps, Trotter, kov. Jackson, 

Rev. Bell, etc.), and he says that he is close to the 
(former) Mayor Ingram faction of the white community .. 

I attach a copy of his latest piece on Memphis which 
aoneared in the August 16, 1968, issue of Time. 


that of his sources# but he is a * low key 1 , fej-lcw wno 

4 0 sjnnnronflt/ ^rr o*T f and i f U 1 c He S a VS h& 




i 


r 
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approached the allegations of a conspiracy with skepti- 
cism (which I doubt), but that he , is now largely persuaded 
there was one. He declines (for the moment) to identify 
his sources, with three unimportant exceptions, beyond- 
saying that they include four or five petty racketeers 
in Memphis, New" Orleans, and elsewhere and one well 
placed protege of Carlos Marcellos in New Orleans. 

He comes to us, he says, primarily to irassistt J JJg J 
in ascertaining the truth, but also with the expectation i 
or hope that we 'will' feed l.j. . . 

him. If that is not possible, he would like to be given T ' 
the story first or, failing that, no later than anyone. j 
else. He has been spending most of his time on this I 

since the assassination, but can not go much farther _ J 
because some his sources have begun to ask for the kind 
of money or , protection that he is unable to provide. 

Charlie Stein, a petty racketeer connected with 
organized crime, contacted James Earl Ray in bos Angeles . 
and told him that there were, people in New Orleans whom 
he ought tc talk to. Whether Stein happened upon Ray . 
or sought him out knowing that he needed, money. • and was 
an escaped prisoner is not known, but Ray was told that 
the people he ought to talk to would help him with money 
and his fugitive status. 

Ray's contacts in New Orleans were with Mafia- 
■Cosa Nostra representatives who referred him. to Frank .. . 
lie her to (or Liber to)., a Memphis racketeer ^ and lieutenant 
of fails Marcellos, the Southern -Mafia chief fan in New 
Orleans. Leberto owns or works at the Scott Street 
Produce Market where John McFerren of Somerville alleged- 
ly overheard a man speaking on the telephone say, on or 
about the day of the assassination: "Shoot him on the 

balcony, shoot him anywhere; and go to New Orleans for 
your money, don't come -back here.”* 

According to Sartor 1 s informants, the Cosa Nostra 
agreed to "broker", or to arrange the assassination->~for g - 
an amount : somewhat in excess of '- three ■ hundratl . -thousand 
dollars ($300,000), after they were contacted in the 
Northeast -• (New ; Jersey ox: Pennsylvania) , by representatives 
of "Forever White", an elite organization of wealthy . 
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segregationists with officers or subgroups in /s#ven * 
Southern states. The Mafia's. ’(which. Sartor use<p inter- 
changeably with Cosa Nostra throughout the interview) 
interest was less the money than the investments type 
opportunity presented, i.e., to get in a. position to 
extract (or extort) governmental or other fayor/s from 
some well placed Southern white persons, including, the 
KKK and White Citizens Councils. / Quitman,. Mississippi, 
was said by Sartor to be a possible base of "Forever 
White's” operations. //..'Ml, 

allegedly a Memphis sefre- 

gationist, extortionist, narcotics pusher ,/ and /petty 
racketeer, may have been a Contact between the/ Mafia ■ 
and "Forever White." In any event, he is thought to 
have gone to Miami, Florida,' between April 1/4 and 24, 
1963, where he may have picked - up money to be fleliviered 


to Philadelphia or New Jersey. | | /also |aay have 

been .instrumental' in getting Ray out of . Memphis after 
the assassination either by t ruck (accor ding to Sartor's 

New Orleans informants) or in private plane, 

which is said to use a private landing stri p <|t Milling- 
ton and which is piloted by one I I 

According to Sartor, I and 

i, tv?o pro- 
fessional killers, are also mvoxvea. | 
allegedly met James Sari Ray at a Lion Service Station 
in Memphis the day of or the night before the shooting. 

| | has been saying that he works for Frank 

Leberto and is responsible. tor "getting" James Earl 
Ray. -According -'to one of Sartor's New Orleans inform- 
ants, James Earl Ray was seen at, or stayed at, the 
Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately, three days 
before the shooting. 

• > • The original plan was that Ray would be arrest- 
ed immediately after the shooting, tried, and acquitted. 
There was a change, however, perhaps as late as an hour 
before the shooting/, due to a- mix-up involving the . money 
Either the Mafia wanted ' Hra at large until the balance 
of the price was paid or, more likely, says Sartor, -the 
monev was' still, in the North and the shares of-' those in 
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Memphis (Leberto and others) had not been paid, and 
it was they who wanted Hay at large as a lever on higher 
ups in the rackets. 

In any event, Sartor’s informants plain that 
Ray’s escape from Memphis was engineered with the con- 
nivance of several Memphis police officers who knew of 
the plot. After the money problem was resolved, Ray 
deliberately permitted himself to be arrested in London 
with the understanding that he will be acquitted in 
Memphis. However , another story has it that he will be 
killed in a holocaust which will endanger a large number: 
of lives. 


Two aspects of the foregoing information per- 
suade Sartor of its accuracy. First, he has received 
identical fragments of information independently from 
different sources. Secondly, several of his sources 
in Memphis and Mew Orleans have told him' that agents 
of Bureau and non-Bureau Justice Department represen- 
tatives, .including a man named. (FNU) /Voight, have in- 
terviewed them about the assassination. 


to 




Sartpr took me to meet Pat Lyons who, according 

is a petty gambler with sources of information 
close to Frank Leberto. In Toy presence, Lyons repeated 
to. Sartor that, accor ding to “Ernie ” (Lyons cl id not give 


rtor. 


a' last name) , Ray met 
Station on the niaht herd’s OF tiife 


at a Lion Service 
day of the shooting. 
Lyons expressed concern for the safety of his Wife and 
children; I did not comment or ask him any questions. 

Re also said that tie "talk” was that Ray would be 
acquitted.. • 

Sartor says that his informants will probably 
be willing to talk to us, but that they will ask for 
money, immunity, or protection or all three. Because 
Sartor Wants us to contact his principal informants 
through him, he declined to identify any contacts except 
Lyons, Rev. Carl Basinger and Memphis policera ci. n i:. ' . . iU • 
Redd it 


c , me low . 


An additional, apparently, unrelated., piece of 
information furnished by; Sartor was that a little Megro 
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boy allegedly heard a shot and saw a nan jump up from 
the bushes behind the rooming house (below the window 
area from which the shot is thought to have been fired) 
and run off. Jiccording to Sartor, the little boy has 
been identified and interviewed by Bureau agents and 
the Memphis Police Department. 


During our first conversation, on June 12, 1968, 
Sartor gave me the following fragments of allegations and 
information; 

1. Shortly after the killing, a bartender 
overheard some Memphis policemen say that there had 
been a " slip-up, " and that the assassination was orig- 
inally scheduled to take place after the march for 
which Dr. King had returned to Memphis . Hhen I asked 
Sartor about this in August, he said that one of his 
New Orleans informants had also referred to a similar 
change in plans. 

2. A minister, identified by Sartor in August 
as Rev. Carl Basinger, 1617 E. Moreland, Memphis, was 
advised by a ranking officer in the Memphis Police De- 
partment (captain or above) not to go near Dr. King 
because something was going to happen to him. 

3. According to former Mayor Ingram (although 
my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this 
directly from him), a civilian was seen lying in the 
back of a police. car immediately after the shooting, 
and near Mulberry or Huling he got out of the police 
car, into another car, and was driven away. Sartor 
had nothing further on this in August. 

4. John McFerren, the Negro civil rights 
activist from Somerville, Tennessee, overheard part of 
a telephone conversation at the Scott Street Produce 
Market in which the speaker allegedly made the comments 
noted above. Shortly thereafter, McFerren was visited. 
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for no apparent reason, by a man named Powers from 
New Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in 
August. 

5. An unidentified Negro policeman was moved 
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police 
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day 
of the assassination. According to Sartor, the Dis- 
patcher told the policeman to move two or three times 
during the afternoon, but he did net do so until ex-, 
plicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In 
August, Sartor identified the policeman as S. E. 

Eedditt and said that Redditt had broken off an inter- j' 
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his move j 

from the station. ; 

6. Two Negro firemen v?ere moved from the 
station a day or two before the shooting. One of them 
has reportedly told friends that, two or three days 
before" Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binoculars 
were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focused 
on the Lorraine Hotel balcony. In August, Sartor said 
that one fireman left the Department or was -'suspended 
shortly after the shooting, and that he has "been unable 
to locate either of them. He ^d not have their names* 

I 

7. Memphis Chief of Detectives, Vs. P. Houston, 
called the Lorraine Motel in the early afternoon of 
April 4 and spoke to a maid, named Delores (LNU) . He 
inquired about stationing detectives there, and fhe 
maid said that the manager would call back, he uid not, 
nor did Houston. Sartor says that former Mayor Ingram 
provided this information.- 

Sartor was unable during either interview to 
relate the foregoing allegations to his conspiracy theexy 
but he says that some of it, and other information pos- 
sessed by’ former Mayor Ingram concerning corruption . xn 
the Police Department, suggest that a number of officers 
may have known, of or participated in the conspiracy 
because they were bribed or feared exposure. 


.1 told Sartor that I v?ould report his 
to my superiors , 


inf ormation 


. 4 . ■**: 

t Eft •' 


.Si, 
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'jflKrN FORM 2 . . 

r . APPROVED 12-8-65 


to : 

SAC 

FROM : 

SA 

subject: 



) 


’ • t 







date: 


<nr~ 




RACIAL MATTERS - KLAN 


tv V RACIAL INFORMANT INFORMATION • DISSEMINATION S HEET 

furnished the 

following inform^ ^i^h regarding subject to SA 
the original detailed information is located in Jackson file 




FOIA (b) 7 - (D) 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Subject attended meeting of 

Klavern on 


Subject not known to be Klansman. 
Subject unknown to informant. 
Subject recruited as member on 


Subject sworn into 
■ ' ~ ' (date) . 


Klavern on 


,i , 




Subject elected to/dfice of 

Subject is member of _ 

Subject reside^ at ' 

Subject employed at ~ 


Kl avern . 


Other infori ion or remarks: 
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: J$, ; : 11. See informant file for addi 
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Via AIRIBL-. 


• 

■ f 



FBI > ^ 
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Date: 9F3/68 



( Type in plaintext or code) 

1 


(P riority) 


L 


TO: 


SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 


FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

KURKIN - COST DATA 


Re Jackson air tel dated 8/2/68. 

Cost data frosthe Jackson Division from 8/1/68 
to 8/30/68, is as follows: 

1. A. Special Agents: 

Regular Man Hours : 42 

Overtime 6 

B. Clerical Employees 

Regular Man Hours: / 4 
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Dat ®: 8 / 21/68 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL : 


(Priority) 


L 


TO: 

FROM: 


SAC, JACKSON (157-922) 
SAC, MOBILE (157-494) (P) 


SUBJECT: ACQUISITION OF WEAPONS BY 

RACIAL EXTREMIST GROUPS 
RM 


Re Jackson airtel to Charlotte, 8/12/68. 

The Mobile Office currently has four neighborhood 
sources who reside in the close proximity to the residence 
of SIDNEY CROCKETT BARNES at 1379 E. Riviera Dr., Mobile, 
Ala., and who are in a. position to furnish information 
concerning his whereabouts. The residence of this subject ■ 
is in a secluded area and close visual observation of 
visitors is extremely ' difficult due to the heavy shrubbery 
on the property. These sources have reported continuously 
BARNES' presence at his residence, and on 8/20/68, Mrs. 

MARY LONGCRIER, 1382 -E. Riviera Dr., reported BARNES' 
presence at his residence and also reported that a second 
individual was conversing with BARNES and was evidently 
intending to stay the night at the BARNES' residence. 

It is to be noted that the Miami Office had previously 


FOIA ( b ) 7 - (D 


advised Mobile that 
contemplated a visit to BARNES 
It is further to be noted that 
received a letter from BARNES in which BARNES stated that 


in Mobile on this date. 

advised that he had 

he 


FOIA (b ) 7 - (D 


4 - 

1 - 

4 - 

1 — 

p - 


Jackson (2-057-922) 

(1-157-51 )(25l57-9586) 

Charlotte (info)... 

Miami (1 -44-1854 ) (1-157-918) 

(1-157-1164 )r FOIA (b) 7 - 


Mobile (2-157-494) r 
1-157-517) (I-I57-528) 

1-174-71) - 7 
PHS: agf 1 .. V' 
(14) 



JS 

SEARCHED 


4 X 


INDEXED 
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Sent 
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MO 157-494 


was contemplating moving in the near future to 5605 Plemon 
Dr., Jackson, Miss. The neighborhood sources have reported 
during the past weeks that BARNES has been loading boxes and' 
clothing in the rear of his personally owned station wagon 
and has been taking them with him each morning as he drives’, 
to work, returning to his home in the evening with an empty .. 
car. 

A review of the files of the Mobile Office fails 
to reflect current information concerning NOAH JEFFERSON 
CARDEN, but reflects that on 12/15/67 he operated a night • • 
club in Mobile called Jeff's Smokehouse, and resided at the 
time at 2359 Hv .Hollwood Rd., Mobile. CARDEN was observed, 
in the Mobile area on 8/19/68. by members of the Mobile PD 
Intelligence Unit. . 

The current residence and employment of NOAH 
JEFFERSON CARDEN will be ascertained. 

A review of the files of the Mobile Office fails 
to reflect any information concerning HORACE BYRON GAAR, JR., 
and there is no record of his having been in the Mobile area. 
As of late 1965 the whereabouts of GAAR were unknown at the 
Mobile Office, and no information has come to their atten- 
tion indicating his present whereabouts. 


1 


2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 Date 8-2-68 


Name and F.P.C. 

FBI No. 

A.O. 

I.O. 

W. F. 

cc 

Cancel lotion 

George William Tyree, Jr. 
20 L 1 U OIO 16 
S 1 U OOO 

4, 714, 268 

3337 

3780 



Federal process 
dismissed. 

(8-2-68) 

Don Ferris McCall, Jr. 
21 M 1 U 15 
L 3 Wr 

327, 089 B 

3338 

i 

4092 



Located Northridge, 
Calif., 7-17-68. 

(8-2-68) 

James Earl Ray 
16 M 9 U OOO 12 
M 4 W IOI 

405, 942 G 

3339 

4182 

KKM * 

1 

Extradited London, 
England to Memphis, 
ITenn. , 7-19-68. 

John Michael Walton 
17 I 30 W OMI 
I 32 W IOI 

356, 640 E 

3340 

j 

4200 



Located Lowndes Co., 
Alabama, 8-2-68. 

(8-2-68) 

Robert Vance Walton 
14 M 13 U OOM 12 Ref: 13 
I 25 U OOO 26 

361, 075 E 

- 

1 

3341 

4201 



Located Lowndes Co. , 
Alabama, 8-2-68. 

(8-2-68) 

James Joseph Scully 
2 M 21 W 19 Ref: 21 
I 17 Ra 19 

1, 170, 115 

3342 

4202 



Located Arcadia, 
Calif., 7-23-68. 

(8-2-68) 

Jimmie Johnson 
20 L 1 Ut 6 Ref: U 
M 1 U T 

11, 215 F 

3343 

4203 



Located St. Louis, 
Missouri, 7-15-68. 

(8-2-68) 
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$&C B is ia®i 
Director. 


2a view of th© 

Mrs. Margaret Cspoaacchikj, " mother of !S 0 th 2 ,©©a iliasworth 
aad ia riet? of th© past perforsaaac© of th© iaf©ffzaaat 0 
Miami should har© a© farther eoataei \^ith the fonaer 
iaformaat ia regard to th© Mforsatioa that Kathleen, 
Ainsworth ©ad fir© other individuals w©r© involved la 
assassination of Marti© Esther Slag, jr. 

2a view of th© fact that in interview ,with 
Mrs. Capoaacehia sh© 

participation in. th© a ion ©ad r©fus®s to 

discuss it 0 receiving 



comes to 

q g ’W'fia notify th© Bureau 

of sass©„ submit grour r©copa©nd®ti©as and tak© a© 




3£C e jacks on {157 
BM€ 0 Memphis (44 
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Transmit the following in _ 


Via AIRTE L 


Date : 8 / 1 2 / 6 8 


(Type, in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 


TO : 


SAG , CHARLOTTI 


FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-922) (P) 

ACQUISITION OF WEAPONS 
BY RACIAL EXTREMIST GROUPS 
KM 


Re Miami tel to Bureau, Charlotte, Jackson, Memphis , 
dated 8/10/68, with airmail copies to Atlanta and Mobile . 


Enclosed for Charlotte is one photo of HORACE BYRON 


n A A p TT.' 

VWl.i’i/.V 5 vJ 2 .\ 


On 8/11/68, the Jackson Office furnished the Miami 
Division via AMSD a current photo of THOMAS ALBERT TAR'RANTS, 


A r e v i. ew o f J a cksort file 1 5 7 • • 2 2 , B u file 1 5 7 -■ 2887 , 
captioned "HORACE BYRON GAAR , JR.; RM”, disclosed that from the 
period March 24, 1964, when GAAR and NOAH • JEFFERSON CARDEN were 
arrested by A TTU Agents at George County, Mississippi, for 
operating an illegal distillery, and possession of illegal fire- 
arms, a fugitive -type investigation was- conducted by the Jackson 
Division in an attempt to locate GAAR. This matter was closed 
by the Jackson Division on 10/26/65. 


- Charlotte (E no 3,1) (EM) 

- Atlanta (Info) (RM) 

- Ci n c in n s 1 1 ( 1 5 7 ~ 5 6 9 ) ( RM) 

«. "I r\ r]l 1*; *Zi v, li e- \ S *7 « I /*’ \ / Q ?>,[*< 

'Ju O \J JL i. .o l, / JM-r y ^ iU/I y 

- Louisville (157-204) (RM) 

- Memphis (44-1987) (RM) 

Miami (157-1164) (157-987) ( RM) 

- Mobile (157-528) (157-494) (PM) 

- Oklahoma City (157-287) (RM) 

jP/ elm (23) 


^rfealisedi 


/5V- ?&<*-<*/ 9 j 

T^TT L_ 



‘^fcxed. 
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By letter dated 5/18/66, HERBERT R. DAVIS, Chief, 
Compliance and Security Division, Federal Aviation Agency (FA A) , 
Southern Region, P„0„ Box 20636, Atlanta, Georgia, 30320, 
advised the Jackson Division that GAAR was then in Managua, 
Nicaragua, address furnished as Box 2458, that city.. The letter 
alleged, that GAAR used this address- when he took a medical 
examination in connection with his Airman's Certificate. 


Investigation in the Jackson Division in 1964 and 
1965 to locate GAAR disclosed he was a former pilot for Eastern 
Airlines. 

On 7/15/65, DONALD BEALL, Airman Certificate Branch, 
FAA, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, advised that GAAR holds Airline 
Transport Pilot Certificate # 406012, dated 12/16/60, with 
ratings: Airplane Multi-Engine Land; Martin 202/404; Commercial 

privileges; Airplane single-engine, land. Address: 11850 South 

west 185th Street, Miami 57, Florida. . 


DEAN MITCHELL, Aeromedical Records Branch, FAA, 

Oklahoma City, advised that GAAR was afforded a medical examination 
on 11/5/64, at which time he indicated his address as Box 434, 
Coconut Grove. 33, Florida. GAAR was given a first-class 
ATP Medical Certificate with no limitations. At that time, 

GAAR indicated his occupation as a self -employed' pilot , one. and 
one-half years, military file # 15364092 . 

Jackson Division files failed to disclose any c. 
information concerning automobiles or airplanes available 
GAAR. 


co 


It is being noted GAAR was a licensed 




ex lip ' 


1 ... 


ane pilot 


and according to source in Miami Division, GAAR is presently in 


! j*' "V* -~ 


no 


It is also noted in re Miami tel to Bureau that SIDNEY 
CROCKETTS BARNES was with THOMAS ALBERT TAKRANTS.. Ill around 

J 

4/18/68, which information is based on a bill of sale bearing 


9 
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that date that was located in the automobile used by TARRANT S 
and AINSWORTH in the attempted bombing of MEYER DAVIDSON ' s 
house in Meridian, Mississippi, 6/30/68. 

All offices receiving a copy of this communication 
should bear in mind the possibility that ROBERT BOLIVAR DePUGH, 
10 # 4176, and WALTER PATRICK PEYSON, 10 # 4181, both Bureau 
fugitives, may be hiding out at the locations described in re 
Miami tel. All leads should be covered expeditiously and 
thoroughly. Since SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES is apparently an 
associate of TARRANT S , it appears imperative that BARNES, GAAR 
and CARDEN should be located and their activities for the past 
several months verified. 


The following descrip 

fcive information was obtained 

CHARLES CAMPBELL, ATTU , Pa 

s c a g o u 1 a , Mi s s i s & ip p i , on 3/2 

Name 

HORACE BYRON GAAR , JR. 

Race 

White 

Sex 

Male 

DOB 

2/14/26 

P03 

Louisville , Kentucky 

Height 

. 5 1 10%" 

Weight 

145 

Hair,/ eyes 

Brown 

Complexion 

Ruddy 

Build 

Slim 

Education 

High school graduate 

Ma r i t a 1 s t a tu s 

Separated 

Occupation 

l 

Pilot 

Relatives 

H. B, GAAR, SR., Anchorag 


S o c i a 1 Secur i. t y 


j i 

7 /' 


Kentucky (Fa the r ) 


FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b) (7 ) - (C) 


a* 

S*. ik 


Name 


NOAH JEFFERSON CARDEN, aka 
Noah Junior Carden 
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Race 

White 

Sex 

Male 

DOB 

8/30/23 

FOB 

College Park, Georgia 

Height 

6 ' 3% !S 

Wei gh t 

195 

Hair 

Brown 

Eyes 

Blue 

Complexion 

Ruddy 

Marital status 

Separated from MARGARET 
GARDEN, Washington Coll 


Tennessee 

Education 

Three years college, 
University of Miami and 
Louisiana State Uni vers 

Tattoo 

"Marine Air Corps" left 
shoulder 

I den 1 1 f i c a t i o n 

Had Florida Real Estate 

Numbers 

License R8133 


LEADS: 


CHARLOTTE 


AT CHARLOTTE. NORTH CAROLINA 


Will exhibit photos of TARRANT S and GAAR to Mrs , 


SULLINCER 


CINCINNATI 


AT CINCINNATI , OHIO 



Will 

a t tamo t 

to recontact FR 

.ED A „ LINK,. 

7067 Mar 

I.tcinG ? 

phone 231 

-3857, 

for any current 

information 

concern! 

GAAR * 

I f p o s s i 

bie, de 

t ermine GAAR ' s p 

resent where 

2 a bouts a 

his a 

ctivities 

for the 

past two years. 
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INDIANAPOLIS 


AT NASHVILLE, INDIANA 




Will recontact GORDON STEPHEN BUTTORFF, last known 
to be residing on Green Valley Road, for any information 
concerning GAAR. (Mrs. BUTTORFF was contacted on 8/31/65,' and 
at: that time, advised she last saw GAAR at Christmas, 1964, 
when he dropped by her home for a few minutes.) 

LOUISVI LLE 

AT ANCHORAGE, KENTUCKY ■ 

Will interview GAAR's father, H. B. GAAR, SR„ , con- 
cerning present whereabouts and activity of his son for the 
past two-year period. 

MOBILE 

AT MOBILE, ALABAMA 

Will review files on SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 157-494; 
HORACE BYRON GAAR, JR., 157-528; and NOAH JEFFERSON CARDEN, 
157-517, for any information concerning their present where- 
abouts and set forth leads, if necessary, to locate them. 

OKLAHOMA CITY 


AT OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 


Will recontact FAA for current information concerning 
HORACE BYRON GAAR, JR., particularly his present location and 
description of any airplanes or automobiles available to GAAR. 

JACKSON 


AT COLUMBUS. MISSISSIPPI 
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Will locate BILLY GENE BETTS, pilot and former 
associate of GAAR, and through interview or informants , 
determine if BETTS has been in contact with GAAR. 


. HORACE BYRON GAAR SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS AT ALL TIMES BASED ON HIS PAST RECORD. 


ROBERT BOLIVAR DePUGH REPORTEDLY CARRIES A PISTOL AND 
HAS ACCESS TO OTHER TYPES OF WEAPONS . INCLUDING HAND GRENADES . . 
CONSIDER EXTREMELY DANGEROUS . ; . - , ' • 




WALTER PATRICK PEYSON REPORTEDLY CARRIES A HANDGUN \ 
AND HAS ACCESS TO OTHER TYPES OF WEAPONS. INCLUDING HAND GRENADES . 
CONSIDER EXTREMELY DANGEROUS . • : . . ,y-. v 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Date 


5/14/68 



LEON CLIFTON BLAYLOCK* JR. , was advised of the 
identities of the interviewing agents and of the. nature 
of the inquiry . BLAYLOCK was advised that he did not 
have to furnish any 'information, that any information 
furnished by him could be used againdt him in a court 
of law, and that he was entitled to consult an attorney 
or anyone else prior to furnishing any information, by 
SA JAMES F. BODMAN, JR. 


BLAYLOCK, who was interviewed at the Travel Inn 
Motel, advised as follows: 

He formerly operated the , Candlelite Lounge, 
Highway 82 West, Winona, Mississippi, during June and; 
July, 1967. BLAYLOCK advised that he recalls an indi- 
vidual by the name of J. W. ROGERS, who is from and 
resides in the Winona area, coming into the lounge just 
about every day during June and July, 1967. 

BLAYLOCK stated that ROGERS, who "got drunk 
every day," would after getting drunk boast that he would 
pay $100,000 to anyone who would kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. BLAYLOCK stated that no one paid any serious 
attention to ROGERS, as ROGERS seldom had enough money 
to pay for his own drinks. .. 

BLAYLOCK stated that ROGERS and his drinking ; 
became such a problem that he stopped ROGERS from coming 
into his place of business. 

" * i - ■ ‘ , - . . 1 . : 

BLAYLOCK stated that he has never heard of 
anyone from the state of Florida offering $100,000 to 
have Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING killed. He said that the 


v 


On. 


5/10/68 


by. 


Greenwood, Mississippi F .ie# Jackson 157-9586 

■■ ■ ' ' ■ ' Date diclatei^ZjjZ^ . 


SA JAMES F. BODMAN, , 

SA CHARLES W. HARVEY: JFB: mi f 


This document contains, neither ' recommendations . nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. • - ■ . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


HENRY GRADY CARROLL was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agent and the . nature of the inquiry. 
CARROLL was advised that he did not have to furnish any 
information, that any information furnished by him could 
be used against him in a court of law, and he was entitled 
to consult an attorney or anyone else prior to furnishing 
any statement. 

CARROLL was interviewed at the Carroll Body Shop, 
North Main Extension, and advised as follows: 

He stated that he has never made a statement to 
the effect that he was going to kill or have killed Doctor 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CARROLL advised that he "hopes the 
fellow who killed King is never caught." He stated that he 
is a segregationist and does not believe in integration in 
any form. 


CARROLL advised that he was not involved in and 
has no information regarding the murder of KING. 

The following description was obtained through 


interview and observation: 
Name 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Race <*; 

Sex 

He ight 
We ight 
Hair 
Eyes 


HENRY GRADY CARROLL 

April 26, 1919 

Carroll County, Mississippi 

White 

Male 

5 feet, 11 inches 
190 pounds 
Gray (balding) 

Hazel 


On 


5/7/68 Grenada, Mississippi 


.File # 


Jackson 157-9586 “6// 


by 


SA JAMES F._ BODMAN^\JR.:bal 


Date dictated 5/ 9/68 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents Eire not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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-K, 




Occupation 


Residence 
Former Occupation 


Operator and Owner of 
Carroll's Body Shop, 
Grenada, Mississippi 
2229 Pegg Street 
Grenada, Mississippi 
Constable, Grenada County, 
Grenada, Mississippi, 
1960-1967 


CARROLL advised that his brother, OTIS CARROLL, 
is married to BERNICE BROWNLOW, the sister of OAKLEY 
BROWNLOW, who resides in Chicago, Illinois. 
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F B I -' 

-Date: 


8 / 7/68 ;; r • 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL : 


(Priority) 


L 


TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI ( 44-38861 ) ’ . 
SAC, MOBILE ( 157 - 2627 ) (P) 


MURKIN 

CR 


FOIA ( b ) 7 - (D 


Re Miami teletype t o the Bureau, 8/2/6 8 , setting 
forth information to Miami by| 

MARGARET CAPOMACCHIA. 


concerning 


Mobile was requested to be alert as to activities 
of SIDNEY Co BARNES who reportedly was leaving for Jackson,. 
Miss., 8/2/68. 

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 1379 East Riviera Drive, 
Mobile, Al^r^s^'^lOT of the Mobile Office 

and his activity has been covered in the past month by four 
different neighborhood sources. No information has been 
reported by these sources to indicate that BARNES was away f 
from his residence just prior to or subsequent to the murder' 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. Th4se sources have furnished no 
information indicating that THOMAS A. TARRANTS, III or 
KATHLEEN AINSWORTH had stayed at the BARNES* residence. 

In the late afternoon of 8/2/68, neighborhood 
source, Mrs. MARY LONGCRIER, 1382 East Riviera Drive, 
telephonically advised that at about 5:20 PM that date she 
had observed BARNES in his stationwagon which vehicle 
appeared to be packed as if BARNES was moving from the 
residence. She did not see Mrs. BARNES on that occasion. 



Bureau 

Jackson (157-9586) 
Memphis ( 44-1987 ) 
Miami (44-1854) 
Mobile (2 - 174-71) 
(2 - 157-494) 


JS 7 - ~ k 


SEARCH £0 
SERIALIZED 



INDEXED 
RED fU 


AUG 9 1968 


— JrtUftSON 




JTB:crb 

(13) 

Approved: 


Sent 


Special Agent in Charge 
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MO 157-2627 


On the morning of 8/5/68, Mrs. LONGCRIER advised 
that BARNES had returned to his residence at 4 PM, Sunday, 
8/4/68, and had left about 5 AM, 8/5/68, apparently enroute 
to work. 


On 8/5/68, neighborhood source, Mrs. GERALDINE' 
WILKINSON, 1383 East Riviera Drive, advised that both Mr. 
and Mrs. BARNES, according to Mrs. WILKINSON'S daughter, 
were at their residence late in the afternoon of Sunday, 
8/4/68, and left in their stationwagon which was loaded 
down. She ...had not seen them on the morning of 8/5/68. 

It appears that BARNES may be moving, possibly to 
Miss., since he works in Miss. His activities are being 
followed in order to. determine whether or not he moves and 
to determine any contacts which may have a bearing on this 
case . ... • ; 



\ 

\ 
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* . . 


8~5=68 


TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT-'. 
■ ‘URGENT 


?■ , ' 


TO 'DIRECTOR'.-; <44-38861)' AND. MIAMI (44-18.5.4). ' V 7v> .; '/ ,/V s f? I ^ b) > ‘ 7, ^- <c): 

FROM MEMPHIS' (’44=198!?) . v iV.VV >'" • v 

. , MURKINi ; / r , V-"' . '• , : t .‘i V. -O '~V 

' -v RE • MIAMI- AND • JACKSON; TELS; AUGUST ;.TWO ■LAST;-' 'V.' . V - ”• 
%- .JACKSON 1 : DIVISION HAS ACCOUNTED. .FOR:’ WHEREABOUTS BURRIS .DUNN., 

• JOE DANIEL . HAWKINS;, J, L/ HARPER, - AND KATHLEEN ;A I NSTORTH, AND ••• 

HA S : STATED. IT IS. IMPOSSIBLE -THAT ROBERT. EARL' WILSON COULD HAVE 

BEEN - INVOLVED WIIH' THESE PERSONS ' ON DAY MARTIN LUTHER KING KILLED;,,- v 
- : ..IN'. SPITE OF ABOVE, MIAMI SHOULD. RE INTERVIEW MARGARET ■ \ - 

’ CAPQttACCHIA , -MOTHER. OF DECEASED AINSWORTH, TORANYANB ALL' - 

• INFORMATION WHICH- SHE MAY HAVE IN "HER POSSESSION. INDICATING - - 

THAT. ANYONE' ' CONSPIRED WITH SUBJECT. RAY-. T©. MURDER KING.'; ' W ; 

'' ' /•; MIAMI SHOULD ACCOUNT FOR .WHEREABOUTS CAPOMACCHIA -ON APRIL v v 
-TOUR': AND 'ASCERTAIN .FROM-' HER. WHAT SHE MAY' KNOW -ABOUT 1 HER DAUGHTER'S 

-CONNECTION WITH THIS ALLEGED PLOT, ' ' ;/• '. '. " :■ ■ 

« . ■ * . 

ilXAMI^REQUESTOErT O - MKK ~ SOM J f FJTOBF . TO R ES O L V E' -- I NFORMA- 



MIAMI SHOULD. ADVISE BUREADAND MEMPHIS 


END PAGE 'ONE ' - 


JCH;BN 



( 2 ) 
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1 

RLB/bjk 



i 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RICHARD L. BROCK at Forest, Mississipndt: 

On May 8, 1968, Mrs. I SODORE 0DOM , Route 3, 

Box 124, Forest, Mississippi/^acEvr^S^er^telephone 
number is area code 601-625-8547, andithe same number 
was hers during December, 1967. / y 

She advised she has a brother ERNE ST BEmA N. 
Negro male, 305 Pee Wee Alley, Beaumont, Texas, who 
calls her on occasion, but who does not have a telephone 
of his own. Mrs. ODOM stated she cannot specifically 
recall receiving a call from her brother during; December, 
1967, but believes she may have called him sometime just 
prior to Christmas, 1967. 


Mrs. ODOM further stated JAMES EARL RAY is 
unknown to her. 

( 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA EDGAR C. FORTENBERRY at Hattiesburg, Mississippi: 


After unsuccessful ^attempts on May 8 and 9, 
1968, Mr. and Mrs . ROB ERT H ERRIN , U. S. Highway 49 North 
near Forrest Count^an3 ,s Cov^ngtoh County line, were 
located and interviewed on ^May 10, 1968. Mr. and Mrs. 
HERRIN advised that they are subscribers to telephone 
number 582-3734, to which/telephone they were subscribers 
all during the month of December, 1967. 

Mr. HERRIN stated that he did not know whether 
or not any telephone calls were made to this telephone 
from Houston, Texas, on December 15, 1967; however, his 
wife, Mrs. ROBERT HERRIN, would know. 

Mrs. HERRIN stated that she recalls a long 
distance telephone having been made from Houston, Texas, 
to their telephone, 582-3734, on an unrecalled date about 
the middle of December, 1967. SMe stated that this tele?' 
phone call was made by ERN IE^ H ARBJEj iL , her grands on- in- law, 
who was* at that time employed ,by Edwards Transportation 
Company, on a tugboat operating in the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Inland Waterways. Mrs. HERRIN stated that the above 
telephone call from ERNIE HARRELL was made to advise her 
that he would not be home for Christmas. She further 
stated that she recalls her daughter-in-law, Mrs . ROBERT 
HERRIN, JR., was present when this telephone call was 
received and that Mrs. ROBERT HERRIN, JR., also talked 
to ERNIE HARRELL. 


On May 10, 1968, Mrs. ROBERT HERRIN, JR., U. S. 
Highway 49 North, advised that she was present when a long 
distance telephone call was received by Mrs. ROBERT HERRIN, 
SR., telephone 582-3734, from ERNIE HARRELL in Houston, 
Texas, on an unrecalled date about the midd l'e~o;f "Decemhe 
1967, at which time she also talked to ERNIE ^HAR^LI^med ... 
Mrs. HERRIN, JR., stated she recalls that ERNIE HARRELL^g 
also talked to his wife, who was present at Ithe time* Jof/° 





FBI — JACKSON 






JN 157-9586 
2 




the aforementioned telephone call was received from Houston, 
Texas, at telephone 582-3734, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

Mr. and Mrs. ROBERT HERRIN, SR., and Mrs. ROBERT 
HERRIN, JR., advised that JAMES EARL RAY and CHARLES STEIN 
are not known to them and no telephone calls have ever been 
received at telephone 582-3734, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 
from either JAMES EARL RAY or CHARLES STEIN. The above 
persons could furnish no information which might be of 
assistance in locating JAMES EARL RAY. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROBERT P. WOMACK on May 13, 1968, to determine who 
and under what circumstances a call from Houston, VTexas, 
on December 15, 1967, pay phone 453-9611, to Seminary, 
Mississippi, phone 722-4497, was made. It was determined 
that this phone number was assigned to FAIRLEY INGRAM, 

Ingram’s Store on State Highway 590, approximately four 
miles west of the Covington - Jones County line. 

Mrs. FAIRLEY INGRAM reported that her husband 
was ill. She advised after questions asked as follows: 

JIM I^OTTS;, a resident of their neighborhood, had 
for many years^^^n^ employed on boats and land for Morrison's 
Construction Company, located at 12714 Market Street, Houston, 
Texas. He and his wife had been divorced tor years and 
some of his relatives, including WILLY KNOTTS, had also 
worked for the/ same company with him. J 

In late November or early peciwnber, 1967, a nephew 
of JAMES and WILLY KNOTTS had died and* a number of telephone 
calls were made from Texas to her phone asking that they 
speak with members of the family. Also, JIM KNOTTS often 
called and talked with her, finding out how members of his 
family were and to advise her if he wanted his mail forwarded 
to a different address. She did not know for certain what 
occasioned the call on December 15, 1967, but was positive 
it would be related to the KNOTTS family. 


She stated after viewing a photograph of JAMES EARL 
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CARL MURPHY a JR: 
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The following investigation was conducted 
by SA JOHN S. CASTLES at Tupelo, Mississippi, on the 
dates indicated: 

t 

‘7 

On May 13(, 1968, SAM H. ALLEN, JR., Consultant, 
City of Tupelo, advised that he is not acquainted with 
ROBERT WAYNE„PHI&IPS . He stated that he is acquainted 
with CARL MURPHY , JR., and knows that MURPHY is a 
bootlegger and /a "hoodlum" in the Tupelo, Mississippi, 
area . 


On'May 13, 1968, MITCHELL ,MCJ^^TER^ Officer, 
Mississippi/Highway Sa f e ty ' Pa tro l ^peip, Mississippi, 
advised that he is acquainted with ROBERT WAYNE PHILLIPS, 
whom he knew as BOB PHILLIPS. He stat/d that he has not 

seen PHILLIPS for a number of months blit knows .that PHILLIPS 

* 

formerly operated a place known as Bob s Fish House near 
Shannon, Mississippi, for a Mr. SLOAN. He said to his 
knowledge PHILLIPS never owned a place by himself, and in 
his opinion was -not capable of operating any place on his 
own. He said in his opinion PHILLIPS is a "no good" 
individual who will work for anyone who will pay him a few 
dollars. He said he 1 had never heard .:;and has no knowledge 
that PHILLIPS was ever employed or associated with CARL 
MURPHY, JR. 

On May 13, 1^68, Mrs. JOAN EDWARDS ,. Secretary , 
Credit Bureau of Tupelo, Mississippi, advised SA DONALD 
H. GREENE that credit^ bureau records reveal that ROBERT 
WAYNE PHILLIPS, a white male, born May 5, 1935, at Belden, 
Mississippi, is 6 feet 1 inch -tall, weight 185 pounds, is 
a dirty, blond who has blue eyes and at one time was 
married to BETTY GANNON, Route 2, Shkhnon, Mississippi. 

She said at oneytune he had a mailing address of Box 181, 
Shannon, Mississippi, and his father, who is now deceased 
was named HARVEY PHILLIPS. . „ 

w . fsEinci-sD 

AUGIC1SS3 

FBI — JAC.XSi ... 
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Mrs. EDWARDS said that records indicate that 
at one time PHILLIPS deaLfc N in illegal liquor traffic 
and operated Bob's Fish rfouse in 1965 and was formerly 
employed by a RUSSELL PATTERSON, and in 1966 was arrested 
for assault anchiS^if?^^ ^ toITTSoo ting at 
said records indicate A:hat his mother is 
Route 1, Guntown, Miss., and that a rela 
MEEK, Route 2, Baldwyn, Miss. 

Sj= 532a-s» j 

Mrs . EDWARDS sa id tha t records 
PHILLIPS' former wife is currently residing in the Brewer 
Community of Lee Co., Miss., with her father. ERS KINE 
LOWERY. She also said that the last in forma tionT^at the 
' a Erl?cfit bureau had concerning PHILLIPS was certain information 
that a car which was registered in his name was' located 
abandoned on 3/10/66, in Dallas, Texas. / 

On 5/14/68, CARL MURPHY, JR., was interviewed 
by SA JOHN S. CASTLES and SA DONALD H. GREENE at his 
residence located on Highway 78 West, between Be.lden, 

Miss., and Sherman, Miss. 

MURPHY advised that he has no information 
concerning the identity of the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. , and has never made any comment that he knew 
who the killer was and has never offered anyone any 
amount of money to "take care of KING". MURPHY further 
stated, that he is not acquainted with anyone by the name 
of JAMES EARL RAY and has never been in any jail or 
penitentiary with anyone by that name. 

MURPHY further said that he is not now and 
has never been associated with any Ku Klux Klan group 
and has never met ROBERT SHELTON of Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
who he understands to be a Klan leader. He stated that 
he is still engaged in some illegal liquor traffic and 
currently operates a night club known as the Ranch House, 
located just off Highway 78 near Sherman, Miss. 


is wife. Sne 
JETT IE L. KEY, 
xve is BETTY JOE 


indicate that 
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MURPHY said that he has many enemies due to 
the type business which he conducts, and he can only 
state that someone is trying to "put the mouth on him" 
since none of the questions asked him has any basis. 
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RE: REVEREND JAMES M. ROACH 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
WILLIAM P. LAWLER on May 23, 1968, at Walls, Mississippi: 

GLORIA VAU GHN was interviewed in an yattempt to 
determine ““"the idenbaty “of an unknown white man who had 
made the statements to the Reverend JAMES M. JROACH in 
the Country Boy Drop-In Restaurant to the effect 
"Nigger, we coulja kill you all just like We did MARTIN 
LUTHER KING." j / - 

“ l* 

GLORIA VAUGHN stated that their trade at the 
Country Boy Drop-In Restaurant consists primarily of 
transient individuals, and that although she does recall 
there were two white men sitting in back of Reverend 
ROACH, she does not recall ever having seen these two 
individuals before. VAUGHN stated that they had been 
drinking beer for about one hour, but she has no idea 
who they are or if she would recognize them were she to 
see them again. 



GENE VAUGHN, the owner of the Country Boy Drop- 
In Restaurant, was interviewed in an attempt to determine 
the identity of an unknown white man who had made a 
statement to the Reverend JAMES M. ROACH to the effect 
"Nagger , we could kill you all just like we did MARTIN 
LUTHER KING." 


VAUGHN reiterated that their customers consist 
primarily of people who are traveling either up to Memphis 
or to Southern Mississippi, and that he cannot recall whether 
a statement to the effect "Nigger, we could kill you all 
just like we did MARTIN LUTHER' KING" had b 

^ A MCI 0 1960 

. //V J ' J . fbi-jac::sj.* 

/yyU/ r 
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or who had made it, if it had been made. VAUGHN stated 
that he did not recall having seen these individuals 
before and doubts if he would recognize them were he 
to see them again. 
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Dale. 


5/14/68 


LEON CLI FTON BLAYLOCK , JR C , was advised of the 
idem tit ies^of the in terv i ew ing agents and of the nature 
of the inquiry, BLAYLOCj/was advised that he did not 
have to furnish any information, that any information 
furnished by him could be used against him in a court 
of law, and that he was entitled to consult an attorney 
or anyone else prior to furnishing any information, by 
SA JAMES F 0 BODMAN, JR , 

BLAYLOCK, who was interviewed at the Travel Inn 
Motel, advised as follows: 

He formerly operated the Candlelite Lounge, 
Highway 82 West, Winona, Mississippi, during June and 
July, 1967, BLAYLOCK advised that he recalls. an indi- 
vidual by the name of J, W, R OGER S., who is from and 
resides in the Winona ar^, cbming into the lounge just 
about every day during June >and July, 1967, 


BLAYLOCK stated that ROGERS, who "got drunk 
every day," would after getting drunk boast that he would 
pay $100,000 to anyone who would kill Dr, MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR 0 BLAYLOCK stated that no one paid any serious 
attention to ROGERS, as ROGERS seldom had enough money 
to pay for his own drinks, 

BLAYLOCK stated that ROGERS and his drinking 
became such a problem that he stopped ROGERS from coming 
into his place of business, 

BLAYLOCK stated that he has never heard of 
anyone from the state of Florida offering $100,000 to 
have Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING killed. He said that the 




5/10/68 


Greenwood, Mississippi 


SA JAMES F 0 BODMAN, JR 0 , & h 
hv SA CHARLES W c HARVEY; JFBrmif A 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the RB 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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l only person he ever heard mention having Dr, MARTIN 
I LUTHER KING killed is J„ W c ROGERS, and no one ever 
I paid any attention to ROGERS. 


The following description of BLAYLOCK was 
obtained through observation and interview: 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes • 

Residence 

Employment 

Arrest Record 


LEON CLIFTON BLAYLOCK, JR 

Male 

White 


Winona, Mississippi 
5' 8%" 

185 pounds 

Black 

Hazel 

Speedway Street, Winona, 
Mississippi 

Salesman, Canale Company, 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Admits to no arrests 
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Date 


5/9/68 


HENELY_GRADY CARROLL was advised of the identity 
of the interviewing Agenc arid the nature of the inquiry. 
CARROLL was advised th&t he did not have to furnish any 
information, that any. information furnished by him could 
be used against him in a court of law, and he was entitled 
to consult an attorney or anyone else prior to furnishing ' 
any statement. . . ^ 

CARROLL was interviewed at the Carroll Body Shop, 
North Main Extension, and advised as follows: 

He stated that he has never made a statement to 
the effect that he was going to kill or have killed Doctor 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CARROLL advised that he "hopes the 
fellow who killed King is never caught." He stated that he 
is a segregationist and does not believe in integration in 
any form. ( 

CARROLL advised that he was not involved in and 
has no information regarding the murder of KING. 

The following description was obtained through 
interview and observation: 


Name HENRY GRADY CARROLL 

Date of Birth April 26, 1919 

Place of Birth Carroll County, Mississippi 

Race White 

Sex Male 

Height 5 feet, 11 inches 

Weight 190 pounds 




JN 157-9586 . . " . 
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Occupation Operator and. Owner of 

Carroll's Body Shop, 
Grenada, Mississippi 

Residence 2229 Pegg Street 

Gib nada, Mississippi 

Former Occupation Constable, \ Grenada County 

Grenada, Mississippi, 
1960-1967 

. ... / ■ 

CARROLL advised tteft his brother, OTIS CARROLL, 
to BERNICE BRQWpjQW, the sister 
who resides in Chicago, Illinois. 
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The following investigation was ^xShducted 
by SA FRANCIS G. HONAN: 

M rs. A. D. (mRY^IX)U) t CRQMEA NS, Route 2, 

Fulton, Mississippi, age thirty-seven years old, 
was advised of the na'ture of th^ inquiry and the 
identity of the interviewing Agent. She advised that 
concerning a comber sat ion between herself and Mrs. 

JEAN BRITT EVANS. Houston, /Mississippi, that she, CROMEANS 
*tt> , Id i *®sT^Efi1fs^"that on May 6, 1968, she made a telephone 
call from/her residenc^in Fulton, Mississippi, to the 
residence 7 of ,W . C.E /JOHNSON, Old Saltillo Road, Tupelo, 
Mississippi/ telephone number 842-7879 to ascertain if 
CONSTANCE y I^AKE EVANS' was at the residence. 


c aasase: yy 


Mrs. ^CROMEANS stated that she had left a painting 
with EVANS, white EVANS resided at the JOHNSON residence, 
and she wanted to pick up the painting, however, did not 
want to pick it up when EVANS was there. 


Mrs. CROMEANS stated that when she telephoned 
the residence a male answered the phone and she (Mrs. 
CROMEANS) asked this individual who was speaking and 
this individual said "STAVO" or some similar name. Mrs. 
CROMEANS stated that she asked this individual again who 
was speaking and he stated it was "STAVO" or some similar 
name, however, continued that he was speaking from the 
JOHNSONS' residence. Mrs. CROMEANS stated that she asked 
this individual if Mir. EVANS was there and this individual 
stated that EVANS had not been there in a week or two. 

Mrs. CROMEANS stated that she then hung up the telephone. 


Mrs . CROMEANS stated that in thinking over the 
conversation and the names "STAVO", she stated that she 
had heard this name sometime in the past and after deep 
thinking connected this name with ERIC STARVO GALT, be in 
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sought in the murder of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

Mrs. CROMEANS further stated that in reference 
to her association with CONSTANCE LAKE EVANS, that she 
first met EVANS approximately May of 1967, when she took 
her daughter to Mr. EVANS' residence, who is approximately 
sixty-eight years old, and is an art teacher, for art lessons 
for her daughter. Mrs. CROMEANS stated that on August 16, 

1967, she together with Mr. EVANS left the Tupelo, Mississippi, 
area together, and went to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where 
she sat up housekeeping with EVANS. Mrs. CROMEANS stated 
that she came back home to her husband on November 1, 1967, 
and that EVANS followed her. She stated that since that 
time she has seen EVANS on two occasions, however, has had 
no association with him. 

Mrs. CROMEANS stated that approximately one month 
ago EVANS told her that he had inherited $40,000 from the 
death of a brother of his in Memphis, Tennessee, however, 

Mrs. CROMEANS stated that she has never seen this $40,000, 

Mrs. CROMEANS stated that during her association 
with EVANS in Albuquerque, New Mexico, he described himself 
as a religious person and continually handed out religious 
pamphlets and she had noticed that in the back of these 
pamphlets was stamped "INTERNATIONAL BUSINESSMAN'S 
ASSOCIATION". Mrs. CROMEANS stated that on numerous 
occasions EVANS told her that he was a businessman, however, 
she described him as a real confidence man and 1 "a real 
operator". Mrs. CROMEANS stated that she had heard that 
EVANS was a dope addict, however, she had no personal 
knowledge of that. She stated that EVANS consumed a lot 
of alcoholic beverages during her association with him. 

Mrs. CROMEANS stated that she has read numerous 
articles in the newspaper concerning JAMES EARL RAY, also 
known as Eric Starvo Galt, and in particular mentioned one 
article concerning RAY making a statement in jail to the 
effect that if a group of businessmen were offering c : 
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one million dollars for the assassination of Doctor 
KING that he would be interested in this. 


Mrs. CROMEANS stated that the statement 
EVANS made about being a businessman and also the 
religious pamphlets bearing the stamp "INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESSMEN'S ASSOCIATION" together with her telephone 
call to the JOHNSON residence at which time an individual 
answered giving his name as STAVO or some similar name, 
Mrs. CROMEANS suspects that possibly JAMES EARL RAY may 
be hiding out at the JOHNSON residence. 



Mrs. CROMEANS was shown a photograph of JAMES 
EARL RAY and she advised that she has never seen this 
individual 




At the conclusion of the interview, Mrs. 
CROMEANS made inquiry about the $40,000 reward being 
offered for information concerning the whereabouts of 
RAY and she wanted to know if RAY was caught whether 
would receive the reward. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 


FROM : SA, ROBERT EDWARD LEE 




date: 


. 5/13/68 



subject: MURKIN 

Re memo of SA JOHN L'. PUDDSTER, Jackson, 5/6/68. 


ADMINISTRATIVE; 

On 5/7/68, JAMES D. COX, Southern Bell t/i & Tel Co., 
Laurel, Miss, advised that telephone number 601-^.28-8829 
was registered under the name of. WE^EJ^Am^, 612 Chantilly 
Ave, Laurel, Miss*. This phone was disc ohne'c ted 12/12/67 • 

On 2/15/68 this number was reassigned to _K^D> ^AAZ., 17 
Broadmoor Drive, Laurel. It was later changed ^to^'25- 2226 
when Mr. KAAZ objected to getting a large number? of calls for 
ARNOLD . ■/’ 

On 5/13/68, Mr*. COX advised that he had determined that 
due to a mix-up lj.28-8829 was not disconnected until 12/18/67. 
Mr. ARNOLD now has phone number lj.26-206l 


DETAILS; 


The following investigation was conducted by SA ROBERT 
EDWARD LEE; 


AT LAUREL. MISS; 

On 5/7/68, Mrs. RUTH fDUND, Credit Bureau, advised that 
Mr. K. D. KAAZ, is the Manager of Schlumberger Oil Field 
Equipment Company, having been transferred to Laurel from 
Houston, Texas. 


On 5/13/68, Mrs. MAHBJIE SCHNEIDER, CBBdit Bureau, advised 
that Mr. WESLEY ARNOLD, 612 Chantilly Ave, has been known to 
the files since 1958 and is married to VIRGINIA ARNOLD. Mr. 
ABNOLD has been associated with the Laurel Sand Blasting Co., 
and the Southern Engine Company, 6/15/ 612 Chantilly. 


1 Jackson 
REL/ 
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Manager, 

On 5/13/68, Mr* K. D. KAAZ,/Schlumberger Oil Field Equipment 
Company, advised that he does not know JAMES EARL RAY and has never 
received any calls from any person he does not know* He said that 
he was transferred to Laurel during the early part of February 1968, 
and his first phone was 428-8829* This number was formerly listed to 
WESLEY ARNOLD and the phone was ringing all times of the day and night* 
He had this phone changed and now has number 425-2226* 

On 5/14/68, Mr* WESLEY ARNOLD, Manager, 

Southern Engine Service, 612 Chantilly, advised that he formerly 
had telephone number 428-8829 in his residence (House Trailor) and 
426 - 2 O 6 I in his place of business at 6l4 Chantilly* Number 428- 
0829 was discontinued on or about 12 / 12/67 but he thinks calls 
were received through this number until about 12 / 18 / 67 * 

Mr* ARNOLD related that during the period of November and 
December 1967 he and his wife were having trouble and she was 
in Houston, Texas with her brother at 8602 Rayson Street* This 
address is just off Interstate 10 and is in a residential and 
sub shopping district* He recalls that his wife called him on 
or about 12/17/68 from Houston and he feels that she called 
collect* He does not recall receiving any other calls from 
Houston around this date* 

Mr* ARNOLD states that he does not know any JAMES EARL RAY, 

JOHN WILLARD, HARVEY LOWMEYER, HARVEY .LOWljffYER or ERIC STARVO GALT. 
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TO DIRECTOR (44-38SGI) JACKSON ?<*57-D58«> AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) 
FROM MIArtI (44-1854) 

MURKIN 

RE MIAMI - TEL T(f BUREAU, AUG. Sljjk, LAST, AND MEMPHIS 
TEL TO BUREAU, AUG. SIX LAST. 

-FWRGAREf CAPOMACGHIA LOCATED' HOLLYWOOD, FLA., AND INTER- 
VIEWED TODAY. AT OUTSET OF INTERVIEW, CAPOMACCHIA WAS 
PLEASANT, COOPERATIVE AND" FRIENDLY, HOWEVER, WHEN QUESTIONED 

RE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING* JR., SHE REFUSED TO 

DISCUSS THE 'MATTER, SAYING SHE WANTED TO HEAR NOTHING ' 

CONCERNING KING OR WHAT HAPPENDED' tO .HIM. ALSO DECLINED TO 

FURNISH HER WHEREABOUTS ON NIGHT OF APRIL FOUR, LAST. SHE 

DENIED KNOWING ANYONE -BY THE NAME OF ALBERT TARRANTS, AS WELL 
AS INDIVIDUALS BY IHE NAMES OF HAWKINS, DUNN, HARPER AND 

WILSON. 


f 

STATED SHE HAS BEEN UNDER CONSIDERABLE STRESS AND STRAIN 
AND HAS CONSTANT HEADACHES SINCE. DEATH OE HER nAMRWTiTRt tu 
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MM (44- 1854) 

PAGE TWO 

DISCUSSING ACTIVITIES OF HER DAUGHTER, KATHY, SHE STATED SHE WAS 
UNAWARE AS TO 1HE EXTENT KATHY WAS INVOLVED WITH INDIVIDUALS 
INVOLVED ‘.I l|:‘ BOMBING hI^TTERSV SHE DESCRIBED HER, DAUGHTER AS 
THE BEST FIFTH GRADE SCHOOL TEACHER IN THE UNITED STATES. 

PRIOR INTERVIEWS WITH CAPOMACCHIA *S SON AND DAUGHTER IN 



IT IS NOTED THAT THE VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED 

BY CAPOMACCHIA WHEN CONTACTING INFORMANT, HAVE EXTENSIVE HATE 
TYPE BACKGROUNDS AN© CAPABLE OF SERIOUS ACTS OF VIOLENCE. 

MIAMI HAS NO REASON TO QESTION THE, INFORMATION FURNISHED 

BY INFORMANT, AS HE OBTAINED IT FROM CAPOMACCHIA. ALTHOUGH 

INFORMANT IS NOT BEING UTILIZED BY MIAMI, NO INFORMATION HAS 

EVER BEEN ^RECEIVED FROM HIM WHICH WOULD INDICATE THAT HE IS 

FURNISHING FALSE INFORMATION. 

I T IS,. THEREFORE^; BEING LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF THE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN, WHETHER THE INFORMATION RELATIVE TO ALBERT 

TARRA NTS WARRANTS ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION BY THE MEMPHIS AND 

JACKSON OFFICES. 

V 

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED ATLANTA, CHARLOTTE AND MOBILE. 

END ' ■ 1 

PGL 

FBI JKSN MISS 
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RE MIAMI AIRTEL TO* BUREAU , JULY FIFTEEN, LnST, AND MIAMI 


AI KILL. iO BUREAU, JULY TWENTYFOUR AND TWENTYFIVE, LAST, 

i 

CAP TICKED KATHLEEN SADLY N AINSWORTH, AKA; ET AL, ATTEMPTED 
EC.'iLI No RESIDENCE' OF MEYER DAVIDSON, TWO NINE ZERO FOUR ' 
iKIRTYSIX SI., MERIDIAN, MIS’S., JUNE THIRTY, SIXTY El Chi, 
bCMLINL .h ITERS. , 


FOIA (b) 7 - (D) 


FORMER SYMBOL I NFCR.iiAMT WHC IS 


L 0 w 3 E R • . C 0 iVT ACTED BY THE MIAMI OFFICE, AND CHARACTERIZED 

* f r 

AS KAVliW FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN 'iHR PAS'l, AND 
' In ADDITION HAS FUR WISHED I N FORMA TI ON . WHICH COULD NOT BE' 

i 

/ 

VERIFIED OR CORROBORATED, ADVISED AS FOLLOWS TODAY: 

JULY THIRTYGNE, LAST, MARGARET CAPOMACCHIA, MOTHER 
CF DECEASED, KATHLEEN AINSWORTH, CONTACTED HIM AND RELATED 

9 

THE FOLLOWING. , ■ 


dHE IS UPSET AND DISTURBED WITH SIDNEY C. BaRNLS OF 
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waw—yw mwmi mu ipi4WMn p im<piia g Mwgp i 




P 


i ‘ « U ±. u <s 


i u\ m A - 1 b b 4 

f 

MCcILE, ALA., vsH'CSE WIFE, PAULI UE, IS PRESENTLY AT TH-E HOME 
OF HER'" DECEASED DAUGHTER IN JACKSON, MISS.. STAIEu SHE' TOLD 


EARN ES THE GUNS,' PREVIOUSLY GIVEN' TC|_J 
IN THE OCEAN. STATED THLkE IS A LOT 0 


FOIA(b) 7 - (D) 


WERE THROWN 

OF DANGER IN- THIS CASE, 
LOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, AND SHE. WANTS NOTHING TO DO WITH 

oAhwES AND THE. PEOPLE INVOLVED IN HER, DAUGHTER’S DEATH. 

STATED TaR RaNTS ( THOMAS A . • TARRANT'S, III), HER DAUGHTER AND 

l 

FOUR OTHER MEN, IDENTIFIED AS HA«KIN3, DOWN, HARPER AND wILSOM 

ARE RESPONSIBLE .FOR THE DEATH OF MARTI tv LUlh.tR KING, JR. 
STATED AUTOMOBILE IN WHICH HER DAUGHTER WAS KILLED WAS USED 

• I 1H ONE OTHER CAR BY THOSE INVOLVED. STATED THEY USED 

Radio equipment and kathy helped in jamming police. calls. 

31* TED THEY HAD •UNKNOWN COLORED MALE HELP TO ; ’’SET UP KING.” * . 
oAI D SHOO II i.'G WAS FROM TREES AND BUSHES IK VICINITY OF HOTEL “■ 


AND THAT JAMES EARL RAY ’MAY HAVE HELPED TO PURCHASE THE GUN, 

f 

BUT RAY DTD NOT DO THE SHOOTING. ' AFTER THE SHOOTING, THEY 
REMAINED IN MEMPHIS, TENN., UNTIL THE FOLLOWING CAY, WHEN 


THEY DEPARTED FOR. ATLANTA, Ga . Kh.HTY AND lAhhANlS THEN 
PROCEEDED TO SOUTH CAROLINA, WHERE THEY REMAINED ABOUT ONE 


wEEK PRIOR TO GOING TO Mw^ILE, ALA., 
-END PAGE Tv.O 


TH’EN TC JACKSON. MISS 


' ? 


/" 
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I i: FurtfhLn I Di_KIl FYI f, C Iriu iYLw INVOLVED, SHE SAID THEY 
-.hE Go IKS T-C TRIAL OF. mRC CURRENTLY C»\' »hI«L THIS WEEK IN 

CONNECTION. WITH ThE LOLLING CF A REAL ESTATE OFFICE ARE THAT 

ihe pglicl informant in this case reportedly ran off with 'th 

■WIFE OF- A K LANS KAN . 


foia ( b 1 7 - ( d) Advised he was unable to clearly understand 


TH E I N FORMA Tl ON FUR U I Sti ED BY CA POPIACCH I A,j 

1 

j 

b 

1 1 

T . " ■ iV T" t r • * . r t t -r -’ t v i 

'AND HE HAS NO WAY OF 

EVALUATING THE 

f 


IT 1.3 REMOTELY POSSIBLE TARRANTS AND HIS ASSOCIATES IN SOME 
..A.Y '.'.AY HA VL BEEN INVOLVED WITH -THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, 


FOIA (b) 7 - (D) 


ADVISED THAT HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH BARNES 
The EVENING OF JULY TKIRTYCKE, LAST, BARNES ADVISED HE' WAS 

LEAVING JACKSCiv, KISS.,' ON AUG. TWO, INST., AND REQUESTED 

TO JOIN HIM. 


ON 


FOIA (b ) 7 - (D) 


FOIA (b) 7 - (D) 


DECLINED THE INVITATION: 


AND RELATED THAT oARNES LIKES TO PUSH PEOPLE INTO THINGS I 

•vITHCUT BECOMING INVOLVED HIMSELF. 

LI AMI IS NOT IN A POSITION TO EVALUATE .THE ABOVE 

INFORMATION,' HOWEVER , IT IS NOTED THAT, ANTHONY CAPCKACCH I A 
END PA uE THREE 


FOIA(b) (6) 

FOIA (b)(7) ( C ) 


Dodd: 591624^4 Page 198 


HW 5233 




* 




FOIA(b) 

FOIA(b) 


?hj[ F'O Li R 
t'.'l'i 44- it 04 


AND HIS WIFE, NORfoA, WHO HAVL SEEK I to TER VIEWED IN MIAMI, 


INDICATE THAT MARGARET CAPOMACCHIA HAS A 


•jacb, Jackson , through employment records and interview 

WITH RALPH AINSWORTH, HUSBAND CF KATHLEEN, ESTABLISH THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF KATHLEEN AINSWORTH' DURING THE PERTINENT 
PERIOD DURING AND FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION CF KING, 


IN AN. EFFORT TO ESTABLISH ANY VALIDITY 


THE ABOVE 


IKFORMATIpN. 

JACKSON AND 
OF BARNES, WHO R 


MOBILE SHOULD BE 'ALERT TO THE ACTIVITIES 
EPORTEDLY IS LEAVING FOR JACKSON TODAY. 


AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM. 

END • - • 


POL 

FBI JKS'N iiISS 
P 


1 




/ 






i 
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,„/FOIA(b) C6.) 
y 4f. i’PIA*(b},(7.). - (C) 
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FBI JKSN MISS 


FBI MIAMI 
41 5PM URGENT ,8 

• V.A, .A 'J-J* , 


6°«8 TDB 




f ACKS g N^; AND MEMPHI S 44- 1587 

jWW#Ult\} 


» • . ’ i»' 1 < *’uj 


RE' MIAMI TEL " TO ^URiAU V AUG.' TWO- LAST, AND MEMPHIS 
TEL TO MIAMI , AUG, FIVE* LAS T . 

^FORMER? SYMBOL I NFORMANT OF THE 

MIAMI OFFICE, ADVISED TODAY AS FOLLOWS? 

MARGARET CAPOMAGCHiA* 'MOTHER? QF» KATHLEEN AINSWORTH, 

CONTACTED HIM AND RENTED ADDITIONAL/ INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THOMAS TARRA NTS , 1 1 I • 1 -STATED THAT; AFTERS ASSASSI NATION OF 

r . i 

KI NG, TARR A S N T S PROCEEDED TO ATLANTA, GA • 9 AND THEN TO THE 
RESIDENCE OF MR. / HpNDERS ON , ^WHO? RESIDES" .NEAR TOP TON, N. C. 

1 1 i t w u 1 1 » i i n ' 

HENDERSON DESCRIBED AS^WHITE MALE%» THIRTY FIVE TO FORTY, 
DARK< HAIR, FIVE FTv TEN IN.* ONE HUNDRED FIFTY FIVE LBS. , 
OCCUPATION SALESMAN. TARRANTS REPORTEDLY STAYED WITH 
HENDERSON" FOR- ONE WEEK, WHEN HEN PERSON; FELT TARRANTS WAS 
GETTING TO HOT - AND TOLD HIM HE 'HAD TO LEAVE. TARRANTS 
REPORTEDLY DROVE TO ATLANTA^ GA -AND; THEN PROCEEDED TO 

■ i # < -* r - ■ 

\r ► ' "• * •' 

MOBILE f ALAij WHERE HE REMAINED AT THE RESIDENCE OF SIDNEY 
BARnES FOR A PERIOD OF TEN DAYS, PRIOF TO RETURNING TO 

END PAGE ONE 

X ■ i 


r ‘ 
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'•4l$ 



MM 44-1854 

RAGE TWO 
JACKSON, MISS. 

MIAMI WILL INTERVIEW^ MRS* CAPOMACCHIA AS SOON AS SHE 
GAN iBE LOCATED. ITIS NOTED THA$ SOURCE HAS NEVER BEEN ABLE 

TO CONTACT CAP0MACCHTAf>AT HERS RESIDENCE AND WHEN SHE CONTACTS 


SOURCE* I 


ADD! 



ALWAYS 



AT SOURCE °S; RESIDENCE. IN 



S^SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, WHO 


RESIDE TN^PEAMI , HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT HER. 

MEMPHIS AND JACKSON&CONpUCt^mCESSARY 'INVESTIGATION RE 

POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT BY TARRANTS. / (V ^ rv _S^ 

? 

ATRMATL>C0PIES TO MOBILE AND CHARLOTTE. 


END 

PGL 


FBI JKSN MISS 
P 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22^4) 


. • 

% 


% 


F B I 

• Date: 8 / 2/68 


Transmit the following in 

V ia TELETYPE 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


TO: 


FROM: 


(P riority) 


DIRECTOR, (44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) 


JACKSON (157-9586) 



MURKIN. CR. r\ • . , 

t -cl, T"/!/? C7ArT<0# 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER MURKIN OCCURRED, THE JACKSON DIVISION 

INITIATED IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION CONCERNING WHEREABOUTS 

OF SUSPECTS WITHIN THE JACKSON DIVISION INCLUDING BURRIS 

L . DUNN , JR,, JOE DANIEL HAWKINS, AND J. L. HARPER, ALL fly /(b) 0 (J 

-W\ \)joleiv)c^> 

. INVESTIGATION THAT DATE INDICATED 
THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE IN THE CITY OF JACKSON. 

ROBERT EARL WILSON, AT THAT PARTICULAR TIME WAS BEING 

SOUGHT BY HAWKINS, DUNN, AND HARPER, AS IT WAS KNOWN TO 

** ► • 
y - * ' » l 4 _ 

THEM THAT WILSON WOULD TESTIFY AGAINST THEM IN LOCAL BOMBING 

V 

MATTERS AND FURTHER THAT WILSON HAD ELOPED WITH THE WIFE OF 
BURRIS L. DUNN, JR., AND TWO MINOR CHILDREN. OF DUNN. 

IT IS NOT CONCEIVABLE THAT WILSON COULD HAVE BEEN 


INVOLVED WITH THE THREE INDIVIDUALS IN ANY ACT AT THAT TIME . 

YS&.'SS 

1-MIAMI (AM) Indexed ~ 

(1FJACKSON 
BOK/WGJ 



>xed__^. 
? iled 


(3) LJ C 

Approved: 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Sent 



U Per 








F B I 

Date: 



Transmit the following in 




■ PAGE TWO 


CONTINUOUS ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE THIS DATE TO LOCATE 
MRS, VERA BOUTWELL , PRINCIPAL OF THE SCHOOL IN WHICH 

' , r ^ 

< ' i - * 

KATHLEEN MADLYN AINSWORTH WAS EMPLOYED AT THE TIME OF MURKIN, 

^ , ' . 4 

THESE HAVE MET WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS AS BOUTWELL HAS BEEN 

) ' ^ • ... 

UNAVAILABLE TODAY o 

EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RALPH AINSWORTH , HUSBAND 

■ i . • ■ 

OF ECEASED AINSWORTH, HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL TO DATE DUE TO 
FACT AINSWORTH IS ON VACATION AND IS AT THIS TIKE EN ROUTE 
TO THE CITY OF JACKSON FROM SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA . 

EFFORTS ARE CONTINUING TO ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF 

DECEASED AINSWORTH AT TIME MURKIN OCCURRED THROUGH BOUTWELL 

> ■ . / 

AND RALPH AINSWORTH A*-* f*V» -V ^ ^ Aiv)lS^4 

MIL COPIES FURNISHED MOBILE AND MIAMI, 

\ 

..END, .. ... 



Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI WASH DC 


FBI 


‘■.'8*2-68 


vwwrawt 






9586) 


TEL 


‘ Will 






THE( J^GKSOi Di VI SI Oi 


■’V flS'M ’ ' 


Mfm 




P^iK'o 


mu '* 


mmsmm 


fe '/ S ' tii : iirfc 




ttM'&L; 




rIy^A' 


*■ 

■Or'\h 


iRifijr mm e ciiy. op - 


.HAS KS30WM TO 

'• * ' • -*>- ’ i. 1 i \ . *V s *- ~ ‘ ' '"w* '* *- v ‘ - • - 

o f ^ * 

them: 3H&f^wi:ts@i|^ m ioca l b p 


• .fi •*•'* . •, " • ^'C'"V ' ,S* • . <.-.•. J* . i . . r- . 

ilfi A lii R/ T^Ki<r» .-' ' ■ TV*! J\fH^ Av WcW^- t ff AH'Tii'rii am'o\" . ATJ>a - a 




it Wils6r ; -H$D M;0J*ED ; 

..;. ’ ' *'.r o - -*>.* ** - ■•*.-♦ - 


^;^r|ppp^foi^AiD- 'fBO-Jfill^CHia.ppEK- pp,E>U6)R5o 
m IS ^iOf CfifetV ABLE IM/^ WHS ESOK^COULD HAVE BEER) 




*** C* A TO I 




i'AMW 


R ft . ACI: A T 


END 


/S9 


r* ^ 

. v v 


;iSe;arcfred„ ^ 


Se r ial i z o dL Jii . 

(Indexed „„v-.„. 

•Filed -UJLL 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 






F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


*■/ */. V 


(Type in plaintext or c 



AI RTE L 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: 


SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 


FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

1 . , 

MURKIN - COST DATA 

Re Jackson letter dated 7/9/68. 

Cost data for the Jackson Division from 7/1/68 
to 7/31/68, is as follows: 


1. A. Special Agents: 

Regular Man Hours : 
Overtime 

B. Clerical Employees 

Regular Man Hours 
Overtime 

2. Total mileage (estimated) 

3. Unusual or out-of-the-ordinary 

expenses 

4. Peak Number of Special Agents 
Working on Case at Anytime 
During the Month: 


31 (hours) 
2 (hours) 


3 (hours) 
None 

120 (Miles) 


None 


-Memphis 
ackson 


,*• ■ Vn 
t V^.' 


JLP/wgj 

( & ) i I 








«;zc3?4- 

ed~— « . 

d—», 







Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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JN 157-9586 


The following lead will be given expeditious 
attention, UACB: 

LEAD : 

r - I ’ 

CHICAGO 

AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY . Will, i f JAMES 
R OBERT_WILLET T is still incarcerated at Illinois State 
Pfen-rtren t i ary , determine if he is the individual referred 
to by RAYMOND CURTIS as "Mississippi, " and will thereafter 
conduct exhaustive interview concerning the allegations 
made by RAYMOND CURTIS. 

Will furnish results of the interview to the 
Bureau by report or LHM. , 

If WILLETT is no longer incarcerated at the 
Illinois State Penitentiary, will set out such leads as 
are necessary to locate and interview him, as above. 

UACB, interview of DONALD ROY WILLETT and MILTON 
LAWRENCE WILLETT, the otter inmates of the Missouri State 
Penitentiary by the name of WILLETT, who were incarcerated 
subsequent to 1960, will not be conducted, as no information 
was contained in the Missouri State Penitentiary Records 
indicating that these individuals have ever resided in, 
or had contacts in, the state of Mississippi. 


2 
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FD-36 < Rev. 12-13-56) 


* 




F B I 


Date: 7/25/68 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plain test or code) 

AIRMAIL . 


- (Priority or Method of Moiling) 


I 

L 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR^ |*BI <44-38861) 

SAC, N|W 0RLEANS(157“10673) <p) 


SUBJECT: MURKIN . 

(00: . Memphis) 


Re Memphis air tel to Bureau, 7/13/68, 
Atlanta teletype, 7/3/68. 


Enclosed tp . the Bureau are four copies 
and to Memphis two copies of the LHM, an interview with 
Mrs. NELL BURNETT,: Monroe, La. .. 



ETO, former /y Mrs. CHARLES C. 
ate CHARLES C. 



Mrs. 

WILLEY and wife 
Altheimer, Ark. , was 

residence, Apartment 3, A Layton Cafe tie, 1133 South 
Grand St., Monroe, La . , on 7/22/68, and she stated 
that .she did not . know RA YMO ND^ CTO X I S , now an inmate of 
Whi tf ield County J ail , fDATfeh , Ga. , 


best of her knowledge, herylate 

such, a person. She stated/ that she was nearly always 


with her late husband when he was on 
she felt sure that he did not know such a person as 
RAYMOND CURTIS. Mrs. BURNETT stated that her late 
husband, CHARLES C, ,WI LLEY, died three years ago, 
and in January, 1966, ^sfie" sold the boat to Cartwright 
Nurseries, Collierville/ Tenn. Mrs. BURNETT had never 
heard of JAMES EARL RAY prior , to the recent 
connecting him with the assassination 
KING, JR. ■■'YJ 


3-Bureau (E&c * 4)-:> . , 

1- Atlanta (44-2386) (Infp.) 
d?- Jackson ■ 'X157^9586^ih^|;) 

2- Little Rock 
2-Memphis (44- 
2-New Orleans 
EC^kbz ; ^ ' 

im ■ ■ ■ 






)UL> 31 1968 

JAUKSUN 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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A ' -’-.V * 


- V ’■ 

•- - -- c- 


.; D I RECTO R-j ;• FBI/ ;( 4 4A-3 8 86 1) . 

V' J v l ‘ - .'.-V Vv - ■ 

■ /. >s * '-•< 1 - |_v \ 7 ■ •; , ,• , ; > ». ■ .$,* ■ 

• : VsAcV KANSAS ; CITY ( 44 -76 0 ) /- 

7 ■ *' • . •: V* i *'■ 

. • ' , • * -• u : , . v.* - % - **• •. 


;V .^.:: : 7A24/6.8' ' •••■ 

. -y‘<: • 


\w V* 






'■-P- .'•••• 


l...- - ■ ’ 


s 


% • MURK IN.' 

» ' : ". , t * ,> 
** **■ * , ' 4 * , , ^ J A 

vi* - r 4 - % '"'j ; * * 




-a.; ^ 




: V -* 

•* H 


+ '■ - * 


'{'CV?P A;! ’ Jacksdn'%i^ei^ *. V'A'V' AA '-.A; 

V" "'/''" 1 ) On .7 / .2 2 /. 6 8 'i .UA-S.- Commissioner • W ; '. C . ' ;SHELEY y. ; • '••, - -A • ,'A ? ■.'•• 

'--i/.- vi''': ,. Jeffers on City^ i"'Missbui?i^, t •. A4 v£se;d ;• SA ; ';ROW|Nf-A'Elv' ; ^AYlBRS v lie ’ ^ ; ; r - ,• V-Af' 

■ V ' : v ; d is mis secT the ’ complaint -'ont'J AMES CEARL ‘RAY .-on" that; date". V ' 1 . >i • v " i .* 

• .:*• .'V >.*•*.*&>. • V :••>. % <■ •. / ■:.• . " %. . -4 -< . \ *?' / * w;\ ■»:■** ■ 

r.- '..V',. ‘■'V '■•'• : A ^ \ ’•/-''V* r ' : y< : W •'*•-. ... ”, * ' /t-*\ . - -V- -:a: ;*• .; ;* 

. : • v The f o 1 lo wing’’ , in ve s t ig a t ion was ' conducted . by -.IC' A-. ’ "Y' ■ A . 

• '\ WILLIAM C A MC DONALDV'v >VA. -' " ' " r ; V A- ’ “'"f W V.: V ••vV ; ’ 

r. • / •■•'■' •• ■- * *• - A \ . v V* -*'« ’ ' , A ••;.■'* \* ; v' % ’ : ' V | - •**•>. A > . */. * 

, • v . .. . . ; . ■!'*>■■ . *. <*-*' >*■ .. >1 . >' •• * - * ' ■ . • . ... - • • • • v,* • - 

’>A »;• '‘-.v. ' •' At:?- Jeff ersdn' ;Cityi : Missouri:.' " - v - • V A? 

'. '••. . r. •. .:•• > V- ’ • ;• ,. •.•■ ■ ,.-i- rv,-. ■ •.•••.. * ., . : * •, - v 

VAAv^'W' >‘:V. ■■ V-. On . '• 7 ./. 1 87;6 8 5 '’. : ..H3pV.. HARRY . LAU F ^ Records .Officer.?;' Missouri.-;-; . . 

A'AvA vA'. .-Staie Penitentiary ^tMSP-);, . furnished^ the:; following .inf ori^ationS - •. .. 

S v? A, T.; ;;V on ; iniriates ’ : with the ,l;asjy^ ^name.'.of ;.;nWTiljCTT';rece.iye'd >at -the MS.PA . .. ■ >• ; , 

to .196.Q * . - ’V ' . ;^V V ’ 'J A ; ; 

^ ; ; : ; { DONALD RO ^W T .I j;TT wad - ' received. 'at: the - MSP. V 11 /' 6 3 A : " A 

AAf •rqk i ’ •- S t'V- : %odis.";' : ^iE^At'o' ^servehA^;!/ 2 year- ; sentence on charge-' 

: of Burg lary. 2ndV ) egree one. prior . ’. 'He. ; was as signed ;. MSP # ;.. ; •: ; •-. 

• ' -y^S if t A ; . ; v - A 

■ ’’ y -.1; ;. Sheriff-? /|j t’^pSat’ie s^Cp^ity^ . . 3 /i-/. 5 •?..• t'-R^.latiy t es^ li's teiy; ! ':~J. ■ • 1- 

;;' : '<are:'- ; ':' r -v-' ; -AA* 'A'-’ c : t , ; v A"'‘- ;."v. "'A; : ;f A'-. A'-' ' • 

. v *- * ' " -v *.,->*•. , - * *. . . .* . .. ■' ■ *.•' . . . ' <...*■ • . ■--* * *• * » i . 

AV-.\- •- .*"* - v • * •* V *♦*>. ' 4 • A ' .• ; * L ' . >'?•<*'* _■-* ? v \ ;r N --; * ..... % - * . 

; / ;VV;V ; ..; Mr.. \ ALVIN WILLETT^ - 4212;- Iowa. / ^.V 

- ’ ' -. A A. ; ; st . Louis. ?;■ Missouri’-; ; AA-". A -A; 

'• AVVAVV^'. ’A';i;V- AA : ; : Sister.; ; ; - ;"Av.V V^V; V •' CATHERINE . MILTON , 2 345 ; W. '2 3rd : V ; v, 
A'- v : v VA ' a : yy yy -- t . - a -- a/oatt y A' •phicago^ "itiinois;- a=- - - ; o.' - . r .o; 
yy : y,': Y.Y] VV' .; .;XSister- ,A t:-M y r ^VvAO 0;;A:^IRGTRIA.O , NEALA 17R8' DorisV.;'A ; . 
Y-y^Syy-?: •-:» s':'.?.? - A : >”A Cahokia? -Tllinois ; ' . ’ ••;.••/ ' 

Sister : ;‘A' ^ ' \ : ...;• BETTY- KALK, 2111 . Hu n t i hg t on , ; . . : ; 

”. ., ... \ ■* ’ +‘ »'• . *• 11 ' c+- ; t.AIT^ e». Q Qnil Y *1 * .> : - 

/V'-'-v A: S ' Sister';- A-vA.A/aA V- : -V-;EILEEnAoHLENDORE., .''5 ; 859A::-Wy0mlng.,' ' ■ 

^ ' ■A/ > 'cV'-¥ ' v .-• •• •'! St'.. Louis Missouri ; . 

X ^ i' r^' A:--’ i V' MARY' eLLEN WILL'ETT,; 46 21 Oregon, .- -J 

■ V-, A:.'-'; 3 ; ’YYf iY- Y --A :AA.--AA St . , Louis ? .Missotri - •;•. v - ' A'-- ; % .. 

■■ ,: . /a;-'.,:: vEf;. .vx-'-;: - A:-Y.v'’-A-.^A-^<Ar'C 2 '/A,., 



• ... i . 


•>* 


• A V-. Av - 2 -Bureau ; CRM )’V ; i-.-/ A,v v : 

'• <ySj>-:. Jackson < 157-95.86 ) (RMiV,: A'' - i V'V A >j W 

A. 2. ; -A Memphis': (RM)' : o A"' A A/J 'Ay 

■ ...' 2 .- Kansas -.City .. ;•;. -n-AA ->••;• .‘V ; ” , A;-.-.}:: :.'. 2.;^- 196B 
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' .^Father’, 

■'. ;/ Mo the ivt ' • ~ : P: 


V ;A 4K-VWILLETT ,;• 4621;> Oregon,' St . • : , . J 

•> >’ : - Louis j- Missouri ;. .• • / ■■yhv ; 

:^:^OREAIME;>WILLETT , . same address E-}.’ : 


• *, y.< 


L . at St.. .* 


is described; as. a WM ,' 

■ 1 V'E E" " E •• Missouri/ height' 5 t8 4,: .weight 142 hair brown , ' eyes .gray., ; bu ild r Y 

' s lender , complexion medium. Social' Security . No.. L , . ) 

t '/i* • . y' 1 -:. -'jpjQJ'' ~ tl ° f* ^ ‘ -« A -r».' . • , ‘V‘ - v “ *r-*‘ * -i«* -- V - ' -• • 


#852 /.311 C., ..tattoo of needlev inner-Jpds^t ; forearm . •-• ,v ; .. : > • , , 

■ '-A V-E- jiWES:-W'TTJ.ETTV^ ^.TAMRS^Rn^ ^ ' aVa - RTT.T ■ -f ■ V 
• ' - ; -v : ‘V I WILLETT,, was-' held at- the . flS’P-. l.'X^ s i-fto . serve a two year:.’ ' 'j%. 

. •' .sentence oh' charge of escape , in^Co f le/ Cotinty , Mo. He • had . : 

A- ; 4- \ "previously b.een ' received at. thie^ MSI* "12 Y. 1 /A&js f row. '• JDul9<ii.n V dtyvA; ’•. • 
'E ■ County to- serve a ; four.- year . sentence:. .On charge ' of : Forgery . • • 

... He; Was • assigned MSP : # 0 1.7 8 7., . : Records ' reflect WI LLETT. ; e sc ape dv / ft ^ A.; •' * . 

r' .'. - from -..the Church Farm,- MSP -l/l 3/.6 2V He - was apprehended and 'd'd ' • 

v’’ 'C •-. returned to, the . MSP, .i/1‘5/ 6 2, to complete' the' original .sentence^ • 

\ • ..This' file' reflects - BILL; WILLETT .served a "two yeah^dH; ^. 

dd-. ' . v 'sentence in . the ^ .^Mississippi State'' Penitentiary, 10,1956'.;-;^ " ' 

J ’ • 4 - p ' 1 ' * ' * 4 . r ! t * ; 4 '♦ •',**. " ’ *T%. - . : “ *’» / • **. ’ • " * • , „ \ . ‘ ^ ‘ ^ . • 1 * \ ' 

• 4 . <p * , . . • • 1 ^ .,* ' r , ‘Z . . ■ * *.*’./* .v ^ ^ ^ ^ .* ' * \ . - 4-^ w * # ^ - 

•' • • ‘ •; •.,■ The following” information .was-, obtained 'from -an -interi 

: . ; ' y Pfflce ;; communication dated--9/10/,62 ,'to- Director - of Xlassification ,d 

. ; .. t . . MSP ,. fr.om., LEROY. -H'. . ROOKy-'M. S .. Clinical. . Psychologist: ” x.-.r '- ' V.-;-v • 

• •: ; ; : V''i n ' response -to your IOC - Of September. 6, 1 9 6 2{v;the V: ; ’■x-'.rX* 

: . ' • .above named -'inmate -'was called, to ' the.fpsychiatric service a 

' ' 'r‘ ,v - : - On : September 10 . --:1962. for interview ?a-hd evel ii^t-Ien Al •The---’ : 
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.. ,:v* _.j, •>■%; *- , ; ■ * .vi ^ .V *> ;; y. 'i..,; ^ ^ ’. ' y *;/*■' * d .V«* ' .o' • , 
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• j p * # , ^ ' ■; . 7 . 
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*i: ; : any 


| ; - At ; the, present vt-iiwe. 'he states': t h a t • • h e . • wbii I'd .take , 

iy. . jpb j : but j that .'he: would .: l-ike- especial ly^ t.o.. workj'in v : ' '• 



. . '. 'Gdnmensurate • w^.th.;fti,s‘;- abilit ie s i and .‘according '-to- • 5 4'' 

v •' • ’ is available . v'-^. .■/' ; '■•• '\£ >; : 'it ^ ' 

-r* t r [" t ' ■ '} . V ’••■./. ^ : ’j ; ; ■; " -f ‘j -’v '* v'" ^ ‘ ’’ - 1 •• X y/ X i ^ : , > > ,f *' ' 

{ . .; , M i >•• i , ■ , : <■£ f/ r* . - <.Ct4V*vV ^.v* v- : -• '* ' 7 .V ‘? t. ■' ' '•.. ••• 

•s . • ■'* . mi. - ■ r' '.1 "1 yjj •• jl. ii ib _ ' " - ^ '■’K > T\ V-a n _Ir‘ * r: . »Cr.V ‘ - ■ * 


; -' The “following-- was taken . from '■ Pre- Paro le • - Erd^ras s r .’ 

’ - Report dated ' November: : 8 V'.;! 9 6 1 _ by V CLYDE; CARRIOTT-:’ ^ •€ $1 py. ' j- 

• ■ ‘ 7 . " *' ■* ^ V , ; t.V ^ ;* * > . ‘ • ,* t T . ! /* J ^ / •* 47 ■" ^ l -7 J « .-, * **;7" i 7. _ * >k . * *•* *' ♦ . ’ • r . ■ *. * : • f ' ;* ■ v .C” # V \J* 

* r • / # , .J,. * f V * ^ - •. ' <“ • */ * ** / \ '7 n * A * V ^ ^ ».* # *** .’*% * * ^ a V !»■ . ’ i •' 4 v . ** ^ *► - , 7 ’ 7 « * r . , ‘ ^ ‘^ r _ ^ ‘ t ' - 

- ; . v.'. -> . •• .. -"Conduct : v.'--. l> < ..One conduct-, vi.^ r.ego'r t e d : ; f <?r .' creating hv-: ; 

*. *' ' ." f - C.‘ u * -.’ ■ c? +• t-i •v-vK'rain /S<aj v ■. Vwa v -e? i,n cr- "■■ an r\ T* 7 in n Hr.-i ri' irr 'V 



: 7;: 4;;' i v'-iv- -,-^one:''.m6nth;.^v;:;He.'-w.as’- 
y v' ..-foV Ta€QVing.»'iiI:V^-: r i^ 

. ' . " ** ’ * '** ^ ‘ - ■*£ % .’•- r i '.’-is ’ / *-. "• « .* . *■ ,‘v • - ■’ -»**•' 

• - - . »• , »’•••, * • •» ^ •' • . • t . .* ■ • . , *. ’ • . ‘ t .i t ■ , - j : - » • . 

, ■ - »_ •' ^ , - - - ,* • . 7.f. , t ♦. - v -v ; - . • .- . 7 • •. , 

v - '/"Work:'..- ' ‘V- '41242 9‘-6;0 ? ,- Assigned - to 'School..- W-6rk • and v 7 v 

. ; ■;■/: .■;• ■ .: ' *' trairiing ...reports •' rate subject yartpudly^ '^ 

.... . --. ■ ‘. - - . '■ -'t'Hv :•' ": v ‘i? 7 V -'Vbv a K- ^-^ahOffV ''--nnr>Tr>'> ' On« Tshrirt^shhwft " }'■'. - 



^ --. -. V'.-v- k b school ^and. ‘the refpfd'-d^^nptbcoiii^letej're-v -A\_ .- ' : 

• . Q. n i-peirie n-t s ;. . f o rv 'grade /gchpoli ,v; /• 

■ ■ vr-'n/V ;• i'/iv ; 8. 4.4 ^ 6 l.,b- Assigned to'- state.. -at. .' 

•', -.b-.,V i J." 3--. .'-'77.. b. ; ' t'; % ' ■' .-..-it --V .-.-■• -,-b’- 

; .- K\.‘ *”7 ' . '. ' ’'’-V. f "\u ‘ . • *V * , • v ,-- s 4 ' .-^»V .'** ' • ' *: ' •‘“.7 '• * 

■"Helath.: .7. ' ;- .';.Norraal , bvb-.l'..;a.'.. . b'-- .-• •■v 

*’ ^ l - • 5 r- " ^V- _ ‘ « ‘ ^ * ‘ - rV 4 i’ •- " *. 7 . *■ t ' 7 .^ '' V'> '* * , . ' v ' * y * . ' v . 
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* ■" " . ^ ’ * rtr~ - * . «*l ‘ ,* " 1 , * ‘ TV ; ‘ , j 1< V . » ■ * - ' ! *• * > ’ ■ „ 4 • V*\, 1 ‘ , ‘ - — ' >■ y ' i *' » .V * j , ’ ■ . j 

V -V*V ’ :1 '.«* H> -K - 1 » •; i | k v ", :. , v „- *V f £: •••>' «•’•* VY • ‘“V-Uv •*' '-.V' 

!*’• * VT , . ' j/ V: »Z ’* ■ • ’ V* \ ' •' “ * • ■* • ■ •. i’ T •• V- '•‘j- ’ ■- f. . * . '*v! •*' •••. •. *, 

1 ,v. - x. ,r- V -” * . • ■ * ;i . Y' .• _ *,• *■• *. * , - • i" VI * . .► . ■ f. . *..■.•» *«'■ i .. •' . .* • 

, •_■■■;:’ ^ ( ■ ^ " ’ '» • . \ *•«, .... ./ ' *. : ,* "jCt-Si , y . ■ ■ . t : ’ . .r ,«,»■ ( (■ J . •• . 7 ? ‘ ^ ' 1 

v Y" : •■ > V' thatYHfe v was : ^ar^£ed'HnYvIuly.,Y *•’ 

y yy yyfk., 'xy t'i ^ .5 ? Y iaiid> has - b^^isri , .-separate d.Y from - 'hisYwi-f 
■ ’ • ,'C -'i • ' ^ u .t n 9. ciiv'orce 'been obtained 7H*is ’wife. 7 Y-.Y 

'•% .'•■■ V'yyyyyi:f : y --eighteeny and;.^ 'wlaS . oniyY^QWrte^e 

■ v -- -'' i'-. ,' > --V' < 'of - -ape "at ‘the time of +h'eiV ' •matr’i aixe • One. • V. 





•and iiissouri. .' Hi s :r , father - died ’ .ip .19.39 arid ‘ 

a. ■ farmer-'.:.:..' YY-' v.v.;YYYf 4 Y-viY;'" Y Y , 

‘ .••Yf:: Y' ' v - • - .f- .■■- -.••v- 


h ad -worke d as- ' - 



i < 


Y;Yk ' ■ ''Ea-ul; isY a.',- /farmer' 7 x 11 /Mis-sisaippi. fr-.His'' brother. Char re$Y> who • t -h! 

;•• ;' • had. .been. farmer .in. '.Kennett , ... H.is'souri. Y 'diec3 ' in ;'l 9 5 7 ... ■ -.' '• ,C Y :: . 

: His - half-brother., ' -Frahk; Smithy, is , ; a.- farmer -in : Kennett Y t - • ; 

.. ' - .. Mi s souri.,- i.and hi s.-..h.aif ^brother, ; David, is said to. be Chief- W %-. 

- -Y,of-polic:e. ; of -;a totm in - : Ohio . •• -Non'e 'of the- s.ub j ect '.s' f amily Y 
yY Y." is -said to.; have ."been .iri„ difficulty- -with.; the. 1 ^'; ; authdritiesY'YYY, 

• - Sub j ect • ciaims ; hat got: a'idrigtwell. with al lYmerribers . of his 
■ . .. ; , family > ■ howe ver j . : he'> ap.parenfiyt.iived-Yaf‘f ather ; unaupervised'Y 

. .- .life.,' living .at. ;times : with : various members-vof his .family;.-,. 

; •: v ,. : ■■• ; .£•- '■ -f .’-'VJl- -, - 1 v ■ ',v V'.-.' • ' ■ Y ' ; I::".':' * : Y'‘Y V’ r '"- ■ !•' * "v i 

: : ; ; : V if PO ST- RElifA'SE % PLAN S ' 7 :i. : '?, r Y'Y...' if- Y .f 

*. ;'y ' y'.. ‘ •_ f;; • v . ^v*. -.■ ■>*/!''' .■ . , r 

• Y..-' Y; Y Subject Yhas no..;desire to. ’return to -Kennett Y; Mis s ouri i Y f- 

, ; - .: j h e . ca rise'::of-' his t r oribieK with 'the authorities He. is interest ed-Y 
v iri obtaining ^ work ^through, the Dis^ahYCihi^Y'- Fouridatiori YYYlte , v .. 
Y would five ; with. his 7wi?feYif;:ishe. worild Yneturn ^to .himj. -but Y Y- v’ Y 
:• : . : \ he do.esj hqt ; expect ?her : tpY leave Yher .'-mother Yin Y Y, ;i ;'Y • ' 
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■ :-'V: t--:- / r 'SUMMARY ••••• - ,< ^V:’ ?y*:u> -y ..’ 



^ •. . a*. , 7 \ . , - ' •■ * '' * • .** *■ - ' ,v * - jr t : t ' . , ,* •’* ,r '. •' . '■* ) *’' ' ■ ,V' - 7 V .' .• 

.-.V-.V ..•••:•••%'• ' ; V • • XV:..;, '.•;•<-:•• ‘i* ** ■• ■■'■K.-'V \''J' ' : y- > 

V >' ;••• M Subjisct ; ;-;states- tha.t-‘/he: : wag - released from;;.'. , y - ' -\:f ' ; - 

V;.. Mississippi ^Siaie-. .Peisoe-il^^-':- : >4'9 5^8 •. mgirrieM Av'V y 
fourteen- yeair 1 'old. ;gir\l-enti. •live'd- ihi K^nef t\,: Mis'sbiirii . ..; . 

.r . ‘ He s't atesvtrtha'^-'.-Tie^ --h'-art si e.ra-bl fe 5 Xdi~f f iPeuStV. .‘‘-Witii'' hi-s:-str;V*. : b ■ 


. ■ He states . :-t h a t > He:. ha 
'■ ' invlaws;' and' .that 
' . , hi S’ wife'-'- s,’ mother 
■*. for disturbing 
V not let Kim 


ing .. t.Ke pea.ce because his mo the r- in4 law - did in- ' 

.•■ see ; .h i s / s on an d he . h ad ; f ore Od his 'way: into.,;-, v _ ■- v.'--. 

•' the: home . , ; Because bf . hishdif f ic.ulty .'he ’•forged ; .a {-.check :^ - - >4;’ y - ;'■ 
.; in.:p'r.der ; t'o- . hav^jnp'fie.y;- tto» ;i!6ayp Vt-owh' •??- v'.”' ''V;h ?■ - -'j'hbt'V 

. " •••.-• "Sub j e ct ' apparent ly . .has 1 i ve.d;- at'rather.'v.unstbble t .'y- .-.y-vh'v ' 

arid ••unsettled;, lif eyandA-has' been;';rather ; -' dareless >ahd:" ^ t ' '-t ■• > ’ . v 
- a'. -it ‘is .riot evident that -he. has ’had; a.nyh' ;- -^;ty t 

tltudb/int^hib:'.'regatd -He; .' see's.' little ' value ' t- .;-h'V'.: 


irresponsible.'. ..: ; 
'change of rat 


in - education and ;has , little " ambition..; ,. In s t a tut ion al ly;. ;v 

hi s’: : record -. has ' beert V-mergina.l'l -howe ver .'it would' not- A r ’;-t . V . 
prohibit further parole considerat.ion.l , ’ • 's. . r-br 


^ '... * 'Re'ibords'. - reflect'. WILLETT • wars ' • ' di s charged • If rojh -''the: 
MSP... .3/14/ 6 5 ; ;.v •' t' r*; <Y !•; 


* r - . - 


1 ' • 1 * < ;* 


.. YA . letter;- in’; WILLETT* -s^fi ley indicated - that ••he .was; • 

incarcerated T in the’ Illinois ' State.; / Penitent iary . on , , 5/ 2/ 67 . 
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.•St .'> Kennett , Missouri; , ; L- . 
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MILTON LAWRENCE WILLETT , '.MSP-' § :b 9.9 9-3;,: .,wa^: ; i;L 
VreceivedV.from Jackson County. ,. Mo . , to serve a. two'Ty^ab- \ 


sentence on" charge of Forgery . . He was paroled, to Kansas on ' 
2/ 23/6 5 , and given -a : - final: discharge on^- 11/2.8/6 5 . 

' ' .He : is ' described. .. as a-:WM ,' born'.':6/ 19 / 33 , . ;at.v Osborne , yf. ' 
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JN 157-9586 
PHC:bal 
1 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PETER H. CROOKS at Moss Point, Mississippi, on 
May 28, 1968: 

HATT IE MORRfsSETTE . 1360 Winona Drive, Moss Point, 
Mississippi, aSvised the interviewing Agent that her telephone 
number is 475-7722. jShe advised that on the Sunday before 
Christmas weekend, December, 1967, she had received a 
telephone call from San Antonio, Texas, from her brother- 
in-law, MARVIN MORRilsSETTE . 


f ema le . 


It is noted that HATTIE MORRISSETTE is a Negro 




S 
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PHCrbal 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PETER H. CROOKS at Pascagoula, Mississippi, on May 28, 
1968: a ' 

Mrs . BLANCH GIBBO NS, 242 Carver Village, 

Pascagoula, Mississippi! was interviewed at her place of 
employment, Head Start Program, Baptist Church, Convent 
Street, Pascagoula, Mississippi, and advispd the interviewing 
Agent that her telephone number is 762-3813. She advised 
that she occasionally receives telephone calls from the 
San Antonio, Texas, area from MARVIN MORRIS SEI XE . She 
stated that she cannot recall precisely, jbutT believed 
that she did hear from MARVIN MORRISSETTEj sometime in 
December, 1967, prior to Christmas. j 

It is noted that Mrs. BLANCH GIBBONS is a Negro 

f ema le . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 5/16/68 


ERNEST J. ETHERIDGE, Owner, Etheridge Used Cars, 
Highway 51 South, McComb, Mississippi, was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agent, who also advised him 
that he did not have to furnish any information, that any 
information he did furnish could be used in a court of law 
and that he could contact _an attorney or anyone else at 
any time. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE advised that he does not know anyone 
in the vicinity of Orange, Texas. He advised that according 
to his records, on December 7, 1967, he took in as a trade 
one 1957 Plymouth from one HOWARD THOMAS HALLOWY of Jackson, 
Mississippi. HALLOWY did not give a local address in 
Jackson, Mississippi, but advised that he was a driver 
working out of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and was having difficulty 
with his car and wanted to trade for a 1959 Rambler station 
wagon owned by ETHERIDGE. 

Some two or three weeks later, Mr. ETHERIDGE 
received a long distance telephone call from HALLOWY asking 
him to get a license plate receipt for the 1959 Rambler 
so that he could sell it in Louisiana. Mr. ETHERIDGE 
advised he got the receipt in the County Court House and 
a day or two later HALLOWY came by his used car lot and 
he gave it to him. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE described this individual as 
being about twenty-eight years of age, aLout five feet 
eight inches, and weighing one hundred sixty pounds. He 
advised he had black hair and a fair to medium complexion. 

He could recall nothing further about him. He was alone 
on both occasions. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE advised that this is the only 


On _ 

5/15/68 ai McComb, Mississippi 

mi. . J a<:kson 157-9586 

by _ 

SA REESIE L. TIMMONS /wgi _ ^ 

Date dictated 5/15/68 


This document contains neither recommendations nrfr conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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occasion he has received any long distance telephone 
call from any place in the past few months at his used 
car lot, telephone 684-6794. 
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Date: 7/16/1 


Transmit the following in 
Via . A IRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 




TO: ALL SACs 

FROM: SAC , MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

SUBJECT: MURK IN 


Re Bureau air tel to 


•S’ 


IS s // 


The Bureau has req 
monthly cost data until fur 


all divisions continue 
r not ice > 


In view of the above* all divisions are requested 
to comply with the Bureau 9 s instructions* including offices 
who have negative cost data to report* 


j ft s.. 

Ji '■(!. -"k. rS". t KSr^ 


& 
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Sent 


M Per 








to. locate and lute? view Mrs. 


Louisiana, fisc results of your 


V’*i; 







•; '3 -Bureau <Eacs.'; ( 4l) j 

/^4aeksoia <E.ae... I'M// - 
. ■ ' . -2-Little Rocls ; (£nc . - 1) ; 
■ */•'* ' ■ 2-Hew Orleans (Sbc . 1) 

' 2*-Srleaipliie'. 


• Mrfet.:. 


TeWtya 3 *- > •** 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, / - . " •- 




. ■ W” 



f ‘ “* 5 ‘ * ‘ -f 





VICTX 


miAMUh FLIGHT TO 


, •* MC *’ h • wa aw* , _ 

# Tennessee , - advised that 


On JuIy 8',' 

Yacht Club, 

Nell Willey Is ■ a 5S~f pot* steel-hull , diesel-powered 
boat that is owned by^.A#p. Cartwright, Jr. , ' tins 
owner of -(Cartwright Nwreeries, Collierville , Tenuess 
Hr , Crosier stated the "Neil Willey ■ was- purchase 
*' ~it several -.year© ago, and thatprior to 
Mr. Cartwright, this boat was doefeed at 


} . 


On - duly 12, ' 19G8*Mr . Ear ion Looney, Seerc 
Nurseries , Collierville , Tennessee, “■*“*- 
Mr . A. 0 i Cartwright , «Jr 

for interview. arvL beai. .... 

the Nell Willey Iroalfirs.C. C« Willey, Al timer , 
about three years ago, &i 
boat was docked at Monroe , 


v £* **• * & W * »*w»asrwr ..wvirw:. th bt 

Memphis Yacht Club and Is ■used only to entertain cuf 
He said there is no ■ regular crew and ' that the boat : s 
Operated; by J$r. Cartwright and 'bis. sons . : He also si 
that, this bo&t seldom goes ;mor© than - 10 miles, in eii 
direction from, -'the' Memphis:' Yacht 
' .USed;, for lengthy trips ba the 

This document contains neither recommendai 
nor conclusions of the FBI. -» 



- * * 


»* *W * 



. n. * * ' w 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 


from : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 


date: 7/12/68 


subject: MURKIN 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 6/19/68. 
AT GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA DAVID P. HURLEY on 6/10/68. 



7/29/64 Drunk and Vagrancy $15.90 fine on drunk 

• chafge and Vagrancy Nol 
Processed 


2/14/66 


' 6/21/67 


Operating a motor Charge reduced to reckles 

vehicle while under the driving and fined $110.00 
influence of alcohol, 
test showed 18% alcohol 

Improper license Charge dismissed 


Mr. MIKE OBERLIE, son of the owner of Oberlie's 
Rad.io and TV Company, Pass Road, advised he is personally 
acquainted with DELBERT HEEDERIK who, according to their 
records, was employed by them from November, 1966, until 
September, 1967. He was a good repair technician; however, 
he was an alcoholic and when they were rushed and working 
fast, he could not stand the pressure and would become shaky 
and start drinking. He said the reas0n\they .tolerated .DELBERT 
Bureau (44-38861) .9*7-9$ 

Memphis^ (44-1987) 


523 



ee 


5010 - 103 -Cl 


(44-388) (Info) 
(157-9586) 


Bonds Regularly' on the Payroll Savings Plan 




JN 157-9586 


HEEDERIK as long as they did was the fact that his 
father felt sorry for him. He said that one day he 
did not show up for work and that was the last they 
ever saw him. They received information from some 
source that he was deceased. 

Mr. OBERLIE advised that he would be skeptical 
of any information furnished by HEEDERIK and would not 
consider him to be a reliable individual because of his 
use of alcoholic beverages. 

Mrs. EVIE HOLDER, owner and manager of Holder’s 
Hotel, 1801 22nd Avenue, advised she is personally acquainted 
with DELBERT HEEDERIK and he rented the front room on the 
second floor on the southeast corner, which would be Room 
201, from them for a number of months. Since he was there 
for a number of months 9 she was unable to verify the 
exact dates of arrival or departure but did locate records 
showing that be was a guest in, the hotel as of 4/26/67. 

She recalled that he came to them from Pass Christian, 
Mississippi, and he was later evicted by them. His 
eviction was the result of his drinking, which they do: not 
tolerate in the hotel and the fact that he claimed he could 
not sleep and would play his radio and records all hours of 
the night. He was not the type guest they like to have in 
the hotel. She added that she could not state if any 
information furnished by him would be reliable or not but 
she would be inclined not to believe him and it would depend 
\ on his condition at the time he furnished the information, 
x and whether he had been drinking. - 

Mrs. HOLDER further advised that she had located 
records showing that RICHARD KARR occupied Room 205 in 
the hotel as of 5/9/67. This room would have been two 
rooms down the hall from HEEDERIK’ s room. 

She recalled that KARR was living at the hotel 

the same time as HEEDERIK and that they were also friendly 

with one another and would visit in each other's room. 

« ’ 


2 
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Complaints were received from other guests as to their 
misconduct. She further recalled that RICHARD KARR 
played a guitar during the time that he lived at the . 
hotel. She had no information as to KARR's residence 
or employment at this time but did recall that he was 
originally from Beaumont, Mississippi, as that is her 
home town also. She said she did not know him or his 
parents during the. time she lived in Beaumont, but 
. during conversation . with her he mentioned that he was from 

Beaumont and this fact stuck in her mind. 

/ , 

Inasmuch as RICHARD KARR's current whereabouts 
is not known at this time and since HEEDERIK's 
identification of JAMES EARL RAY was based upon a brief 
meeting with an unknown individual who did not identify 
himself approximately one year before the photograph of 
JAMES EARL RAY appeared in the paper, no further efforts 
are being made by the Jackson Division to locate KARR and 
attempt to identify the person with KARR in HEEDERIK’s 
room, UACB. The fact that HEEDERIK was at the time an 
alcoholic and acquaintances of his at that time did not 
consider him reliable is of significance in evaluating 
his information. 

’ \ 

One copy of this communication is being furnished 
the Milwaukee Division for their information since it is 
possible they may have further. contacts with DELBERT 
HEEDERIK. ' 











\ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE : • ' 

UACB, additional inquiry is not being made in 
regard to information obtained from the Vicksburg, Miss., 
Credit Bureau, and the Vicksburg Police Department, concerning 
individuals who have the last name of WILLETT, as no 
information was contained in the file indicating that these 
individuals are now or were connected with Mississippi River 
Transportation, either by profession or for entertainment. 

LEADS . (UACB) : 

KANSAS CITY DIVISION - 

AT JEFFERSON CI TY . - MIS SOURI 

n mxi iu ■Knri— i win i L i > ry i | “n ii» — r- n^Tv^ M nm — »'* rr a < n i i* r 1 i f l i i " r 3 — 

1. Will review the records of the Missour State 
Penitentiary to determine if an inmate by the name of (FNU) 
WILLETT, aka Mississippi, from Vicksburg, Miss., was 
incarcerated at the Penitentiary sometime following the 
death of JOHN F. KENNEDY: 

2. Should a record of (FNU) WILLETT be located, 
will obtain complete background information and set out leads 
to have this individual interviewed concerning the allegations 
made by RAYMOND CURTIS. 


2 
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Date: 7/11/68 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


L 


TO: 


FROM : 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC,. JACKSON ((157-9586}. 

' . • V— — — - 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 


. / 


Re Bureau airtel, dated 7/5/68, and Jackson airtel 
to the Bureau, dated 7/5/68. 


Enclosed, herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies 


of an LHM 


Enclosed herewith for Kansas City ..are two copies 
each of the following: 

7 

An. LHM / 

Atlanta teletype to Bureau and' Jackson, 7/3/68 
Jackson airtel to Bureau, 7/5/68 
Bureau airtel to Jackson, 7//5/6B. 

One copy of this airtel and LRM is being directed 
to Little Rock and Memphis for information. 


J? “ Bureau (Enc . 11) (RM) 

Kansas City (Enc. 8) /RM) 
s. Little Rock (Enc. 1) (Info) 
^JL - Memphis (Enc. 1) (Irtfc^ (RM 
_2_X Jackson 
V JGW :bal - 

(9) 



\ 51 - 


arched — 
dalized 
exed 






■\pprovea: 


Sent 


IVl 


F^er 


.ecial Agent in Charge 
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ADMINISTRATIVE : 

UACB, additional inquiry is not being made in 
regard to information obtained from the Vicksburg, Miss., 
Credit Bureau, and the Vicksburg Police Department, concerning 
individuals who have the last name of WILLETT, as no 
information was contained in the file indicating that these 
individuals are now or were connected with Mississippi River 
Transportation, either by profession or for entertainment . 

LEADS : (UACB) : 


KANSAS CITY DIVISION 

AT JEFFERSON CITY. MISSOURI 

1. Will review the records of the Missour State 
Penitentiary to determine if an inmate by the name of (FNU) 
WILLETT, aka Mississippi, from Vicksburg, Miss., was 
incarcerated at the Penitentiary sometime- following the 
death of JOHN F. KENNEDY: 

2. Should a record of (FNU) WILLETT be located, 
will obtain complete background information and set out leads 
to have this individual interviewed concerning the allegations 
made by RAYMOND CURTIS. 


2 


\ 

\ 

\ 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
July 11, 1968 


JAMES EARL RAY; 

DR* MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - 
VICTIM 


Reference Raymond Curtis interview in County 
Jail, at Dalton, Georgia. 

On July 5, 1968, the current telephone directory 
and the current city directory were examined. No listings 
were found in either directory under the name of Willett. 

Chief of Police Marion Brown, Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, Police Department, advised on July 5, 1968, 
that he did not know anyone in the Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
vicinity by the name of Willett. He did note that he has 
occasionally seen trucks pulling heavy equipment for oil 
riggirgs passing through Vicksburg containing the name of 
W. 0. (Red) Willett painted on the side of the trucks. The 
headquarters of this organization is shown at an unrecalled 
location in the State of Louisiana. 

\ Detective Captain Roy Redditt, Vicksburg Police 

, Department, was unable to furnish, any additional information 
concerning a (First Name Unknown) Willett in the Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, area. 
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JAMES* EARL RAY; 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - 
VICTIM - . 


John Edwards, Identification Bureau, Vicksburg 
Police Department, advised on July 5, 1968, that his records 
indicate one A. M. Willett, a white male, age 40, of 
Tallulah, Louisiana, was arrested on November 24, 1952, . 
on a charge of drunk driving. He was fined $50. The file 
contains no additional information concerning this arrest. 

John Edwards also indicated that his files 
reveal that one R. D. Willette, a white male, age 35, of 
the Circle Lake Apartments, Vicksburg, Mississippi, was 
arrested on November 10, 1952, on a charge of drunk driving 
and that he was fined $50. No other information was contained 
in the record concerning this arrest. 

Sheriff Paul Barrett, Warren County Sheriff's 
Office, advised that his records concerning prior arrests 
sicg incomplete, but that he does not recall an individual 
from this area by the name of Willett. 

On July 5, 1968, Mrs. Edna dole, Manager, Credit 
Bureau of Vicksburg, Emmich Building, Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
advised that her records contained the following information: 

A. Hi Willett, Jr. , has been known to the Credit 
Bureau since March, 1959. This individual resides at 
116 South Cedars Street, Tallulah, Louisiana. He previously 
resided at 700 LaSalle Street, Tallulah, Louisiana. As of 
March, 1959, he was employed as a Sales Manager by the . 
Tallulah Motor Company. His credit record has been satisfacuory. 

Mrs. Cole stated the file indicates August H. 

Willett, III, has been known to the file since February, 

1967. He resides at 100 North Lincoln Street, Tallulah, 
Louisiana,, receiving mail at Post Office Box 221. He is 
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employed as an automobile salesman by the Lamar T. Loe 
Motor Company, Tallulah, Louisiana. His date of birth 
is given as January 17, 1941. He is single, and is renting 
at his residence. He has been in the United States Army 
Reserve, his military service expiring on March 1, 1967. 

The file indicates his father is August H. Willett, Jr., 
also an employee of the Lamar T.Loe Motor Company. An 
uncle is shown as Adrian Willett, Tallulah, Louisiana. 

A credit report was prepared for "Phillips," Kansas City, 
Missouri, on February 11, 1967., His credit: has been 
satisfactory. 

An unsatisfactory account, a repossession, was 
reported by Southern Trailer Distributors, Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, Highway 61, South, on May 26, 1967, for one 
Franklin Willett, Beldon, Mississippi. 

The files of the Credit Bureau contained, for 
reference purposes, the name J. 0. Willett Pipeline Company, 
Monroe, Louisiana. The company is shown as being organized 
in September, 1959, and its President as L. W. Bobbs. 

Paul J. Dennis, Vice-President, Vicksburg Mid 
River Service, Incorporated, advised on July 5, 1968, that _ 
(First Name Unknown) Willett owned a houseboat known as 
the "Nell Willie," a diesel-powered ship capable of travel 
on the Mississippi. (First Name Unknown) Willett was 
described as an elderly man who was crippled and used. a 
cane. He and his wife, whose name is believed to be Nell* 
took vacation trips on his houseboard approximately twice 
a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River pilot 
to operate the boat for them. (First Name Unknown) Willett 
is believed to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas 
and to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville, 
Mississippi, Yacht Club. 
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Mr. Dennis advised on July 9, 1968, that he does 
not know any individual in the vicinity of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, who is known as ‘'Mississippi. " He stated 
that he had made inquiry among his employees and other 
individuals who are familiar with the people who frequent 
the Vicksburg waterfront and those who travel on the 
Mississippi River, and that he was unable to find anyone 

having knowledge of an individual known as “Mississippi." 

■ ' * 

John B. Sanders, Boat Captain of the Sprague, 
advised that he is familiar with most of the individuals 
who frequent the Vicksburg waterfront. He stated he does 
not know of any person in this area who has the nickname 
"Mississippi." ;• 

Willie Smith, a Negro male employee of the 
Greenville, Mississippi, Yacht. Club, advised on July 5, 
1968, that the correct name of the houseboat is the 
"Nell Willis" and that it was owned by a (First Name 
Unknown) Willis, who died about two or three years ago. 

Nell Willis, wife of (First Name Unknown) Willis, is still 
living and residing in or around Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 

Following the death of Mr. Willis, the houseboat 
was sold to Sonny (Last Name Unknown) , a member of the 
Memphis, Tennessee, Yacht Club, who is believed to be a 
Mississippi River pilot. 

Willie Smith advised that Mr. Willis was always 
considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of anti-Negro 
sentiments. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 

4 * 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
July 5, 1968 



JAMES EARL R£J; 

MARTIN LUJH'ER'" KING , JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RI'GHTS 


BaRy"l!agSzTne , which letter is as follows: 


submitted a letter to Mr. Charles 


"Mr ../Charles L. Sanders 


"Dear Mr. Sanders: 


”1 thank you for your answer to my letter. I 
think that details I give you in this letter will be 
of help to you. y 


"Well, Sir, I have written a story. No one but 
myself has read it but me. At this time I know t na t it 
will have to be re-wrote for I am not a writing it as 
bad as it is . 


"It all about the crime I did and about a crime 
I did in 1954 with James Earl Ray and about the 13 years 
of prison pal and everything we talk about. About thing 
and about James Earl Ray wanted the job of killing 
Martin Luther King, Jr. We talk of killing King for 
three years. And we talked to the man from Mississippi 
that knew all about the KK businessman association that 
was to put up the money to kill King. I also know the. 
men from Mississippi. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the .FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 



MW 5233 DocXd : 59162494 Page 243 




JAMES EARL RAY; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. - VICTIM 


•* jn that three year we made maps just had to find 
the right place to kill King. 'Well I have made the maps 
over myself. They are with the story also. 

"And just where we would go after we killed 
King so yes when we talk about it I was to be in on 
it. But I was not. The story has it all in it. All 
the big thing and the little one also. And what Ray 
like and what he did not like. This story could get 
me killed . I know that . That is why I 'won * t send 
the story by mail. I know that this is getting to be 
a long letter. But when you read this if you want the 
story O.K. If not just let me know, O.X. That way 
I won’t talk to men about it. 

"Mr. Sanders there are men in five states that is 
behind the King killing and they don’t know what I 
know. But James Earl Ray did not. low that they have 
Ray Tenn. will trial him if they get him back. 

"Well, they want me to testify. Well, I just 
don’t know yet what I will do. 

"You see, me and Ray were pal. I could tell what 
I have to the news. That ho much, ©r I could not 
say everything. And I did not tell ■she FBI. Well, 
this is not a book. I am just trying to tell you what 
you ask of me in your letter. 

"If you have a man or have someone down this way, 
if you will have them stop by the jail I will let them 
read the story and you. can go from there. O.K. 

"I thank you again. 

"I will be looking to hear from you soon. 

/s/ "Raymond Curtis 

"I am still in the Dalton County Jail." 

On July 3, 1968, CURTIS was interviewed at the 
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgia, and furnished 
the following information: 

j : 

4 _ • * . - ' . 
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Date. 


July 5, 1968 


; . i . .. . . : ; : 

. RAYMOND CURTIS was contacted, at the Whitfield 
County Jail and advised of the identities of Special Agents 
THOMAS R. HENRY, JR. and ALBERT Do MILLARD. He was furnished 
a rights and waiver of rights form which he read, indicated 
he understood, but refused to sign. He was advised that he 
was being interviewed concerning statements' he made in . a 
letter he had mailed to Mr. SANDERS of Ebony Magazine. 

CURTIS stated he was merely trying to sell a story 
to Ebony for approximately $5,000 to help his mother pay 
off a mortgage on 1 b r home. ; She had obtained this mortgage 
as a result of paying attorney's fees for the defense of 
CURTIS at a previous trial. 

CURTIS stated that he and JAMES EARL RAY participated 
in a burglary in Joliet, Illinois, in October or November, 1954. 
It was pointed out to CURTIS that certain statements made 
by him in his letter to Ebony Magazine could possibly involve 
him in a conspiracy with JAMES EARL RAY in connection with 
the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CURTIS then stated 
he wished to go on record as to the statements. made in his 
letter. to Mr. SANDERS. He categorically denied the following 
statements which were in his letter to Ebony Magazine: 

1) That he and JAMES EARL RAY participated in a crime in 1954; 

2) That RAY wanted the job of killing KING; 

3) That he and RAY talked about killing KING for three years; 

. 4) That he and RAY talked to the man from Mississippi that 

knew all about the KK Businessmen's Association which 
. Association was to put up the money to kill KING; 

5) That he knew the men from Mississippi; 

6) That for three years he and RAY made maps just to find 
the right place to kill KING and that he made the maps 
over himself; 

7) That he and RAY knew just where they would go after the 
killing of KING; 

8) That he was to be in on the killing of KING; 

9) That there are men in five states who are behind the killing 

— of-KIN G-a-a d th ese men do not know what he — % CURT I S)- -knows. — — 

■ 3 

7/3/68 Dalton, Georgia AT 44-2336 

O n at : F i I e #_ 

SA ALBERT D. MILLARD and 

. . SA THOMAS R. HENRY,. JR. :jlh ■ 7/5/63 

by ' Date dictated : : 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl.lt Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your, agency; 
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. _ . ' . 
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During this interview CURTIS drew two maps 
setting out how he thought RAY would stalk KING. This map 
indicated the following towns where he said KING made most 
, of his speeches: Atlanta, Georgia; Little Rock, Arkansas; 

' Birmingham, Mobile , and Selma Alabama ; Jackson, Vicksburg,' 
and Marks, Mississippi. 4 . 

CURTIS further advised that there was a man Hving. 
on a houseboat in Vicksburg, Mississippi, on the Mississippi 
River whose name he v/ould not divulge who was to take RAY ’ down 
the River on his boat to New Orleans after the killing. 

CURTIS further advised that in the past he, had pulled several 
/{gurglaries and armed robberies in towns along the Mississippi 
.River and while police were looking for him on the highway 
: he would be on a boat down the Mississippi. He added that * 
he had written a story concerning the KING killing which was 
'currently being typed and this was the story. he mentioned 
, in the letter to Ebnny Magazine and which he intended to sell 
i to Ebony . 
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On July 3, 1968, Sheriff G. T. Mauldin, Whitfield 
County, Georgia, advised that Curtis sent no letters or 
communications from the Whitfield County Jail which passed 
over the jailer’s desk. He stated Curtis probably sent his 
mail out with visitors and jail trustees which would probably 
hot have been observed by men of his department. Sheriff 
Mauldin stated that Curtis’ attorney, Erwin Mitchell, former 
U. S. Congressman from the Seventh District of Georgia, 
is of the opinion that most of Curtis* comments concerning 
his knowledge of Ray’s alleged assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. are pure fabrications on the part of Curtis or 
the result of something Curtis has read in the newspapers. 

Approximately one hour following the conclusion 
of the interview with Curtis, he sent a note to Sheriff Mauldin 
requesting to again see an FBI Agent and stating that he 
wanted to tell the entire truth. Curtis was re-interviewed 
(at the Whitfield County Jail. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU ©F INVESTIGATION 


July 5, 1963 

Date : : 


RAYMOND CURTIS was furnished a rights and waiver 
of rights form which he refused to sign. He then stated 
in connection with the previous interview that apparently 
in his letter to Ebony Magazine, he used the word "we". 

^indicating that he and JAMES EARL RAY had planned the. murder 
'of MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. , and he realized now this would 
involve him in a conspiracy. For that reason in the previous 
interview he denied the statements he had made in his letter 
to Ebony Magazine . CURTIS then advised he had written a 
story which he intended to sell to some magazine for 
the purpose of obtaining money for his mother. He stated the 
story was still in his possession and had not yet been, sent 
Out to be typed.’ He permitted SA HENRY to read this 
20-page handwritten story one page at a time and he declared 
this story was true. The first five or six pages of the story 
merely set out his early life in crime and the prison sentences 
he had served as .a result of the crimes, starting at the age 
! of 15. The remainder of the story is the same as he originally 
.furnished in an interview in. April, 1968, concerning his knowledge 
'and association with - JAMES.. EARL RAY. The story reflects 
I that he first became associated;. -with RAY in 1954. when they 
pulled a payroll robbery together in Quincy , Illinois , ’ " 

with a third individual. Shortly thereafter CURTIS lost contact 
with RAY when RAY and this third individual' were . apprehended 
in connection with a bank robbery at Southwest City, Missouri. 
After that CURTIS again became acquainted with RAY in prison 
and while in prison they both learned of the death of President 
JOHN F. KENNEDY. At this time RAY stated the 'murder of KENNEDY 
sounded like a big job and he v/as always on the inside of a 
prison when big jobs and big money were to be had. 


Shortly after the death of JOHN F. KENNEDY, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. became prominent, and RAY stated on several 
occasions that somebody was going to kill KING. During 
this period an individual came into the Missouri State 
Penitentiary from Vicksburg, Mississippi. This individual 
upon learning of JAMES EARL RAY's feelings toward killing KING 
advised RAY of the ICK Businessmen's Association of the South 


- 6 - 

7/3/68 Dalton, Georgia ^ AT 44-2386 

. On at ' : ri.ew 

- SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR. :jlh ■ 7/5/68 

by - ' / ' _Date dictated. — ~ — — 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB«. It t3 the property of the FS! and te loaned to your agencyi 
it ar.d its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . # 
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and stated that people in five states ;were putting up money 
for KING'S assassination. The story further reflected 
that RAY informed this individual that he intended to have 
everything set when he killed KING. RAY followed KING ' s 
movements through maps so that he could later stalk KING 
toithe point of assassination. RAY indicated during the 
time that he would leave a false gun and false trail immediately 
following the murder. RAY was supposed to' go to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, following .the murder, contact the man from 
Vicksburg v/ho had the houseboat, and this man was to take him 
either to New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River. 


At the 'Conclusion of the in&srview CURTIS stated 
he would not testify to any of the above information. He did 
advise that the name of the individual on the houseboat in 
Vicksburg j Mississippi , was (first name unknown) WILLETT, 
also known as "Mississippi," who served time in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary. v 


CURTIS refused to allow his story to be Copied 
and stated he would not write it over again nor would he allow 
the pages to be removed from his prison cell. CURTIS then 
presented crude sketches of the Federal Penitentiary at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and the Missouri State Penitentiary . 


- 7* - 
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F. B I 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 


July 5, 1968 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


(P riority) 


TO: SAC*s, Jackson, Atlanta 

7 

FROM: Director, FBI 

MURKIN 


ReATtel 7/3/68. 

Jackson should make reasonable efforts to identify 
and interview (FNU) Willett, and run out any pertinent infor- 
mation developed and surep or LHM. 

Since Curtis refuses to furnish "his story” for 
appropriate copying, it will not be necessary for an Agent 
to have him dictate on a dictating machine in the Agent* s 
presence. Curtis is not to set the terms on which he will 
furnish information to the FBI, particularly since to date 
he has not furnished anything of substantive value. Atlanta 
Su LHM. 

For information of Memphis, "Ebony” Magazine forwarded 
letters from Raymond Curtis, inmate of Whitfield County Jail, 
Dalton, Georgia, in which he alleged among other things that 
he and Ray planned the King killing and businessmen put up 
money for the King murder. Curtis was previously interviewed and 
furnished nebulous information along the same lines which was 
run out and nothing of substantive value was developed 
(See report of Alan G. Sentinella dated 5/17/68, at Atlanta, 
copies to Memphis). On r£j.nterview on 7/3/68, Curtis originally 
recanted substantially the whole story he had set out in his 
letters to "Ebony" but then recontacted the Agents and claimed 
that the "story" was true. Among his allegations, he indicated 
that an individual named (FNU) Willett who was also known 

y /I 


* '* 9 

0 0 

AIKTEL, SAC'S Jackson, Atlanta 
RE:. MURKIN 


as "Mississippi” was supposed to be contacted by Ray at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, after the murder and Willett was to take 
Ray to either New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River 
in Willetts* houseboat. 

As indicated above, the Jackson Office is being 
instructed to run out the Willett allegation. 
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F B I 

Date: 


7/5/68 


Transmit the following in 

w AIRTEL 

Via 


(Type in plaintext or code). 


(P riority 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 


FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 



KURKIN 


Re Atlanta teletype. 7/3/68. 


RE RAYMOND CURTIS 
INTERVIEW IN COUNTY 
JAIL AT DALTON, GA 




V 


Enclosed herewith for Little Rock and Memphis 
is one copy of referenced teletype. • 

.PAUL J. DENNIS, Vice-President, Vicksburg Mid 


4) 


Ji 

‘P *' w^River Service, Inc. advised on 7/5/68, tl^t (FNJ) WILLETT 


yj> owned a houseboat known as the M Ne ll __fcli- )td ie ll a diesel- 

-&i powered ship capable of travel on the^Mississippi. * (INU) 

v WILLETT was described as an elaerly/nan who was crippled 

and used a cane. He and his wife, whose name is believed 
to be NELL, took vacation trips on his houseboat approximately 
twice a y ear*, securing the services of a Mississippi River 
• pilot to operate the boat for them. (FNU) WILLETT is believed 
to have died approximately two years ago. He is believed 

to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas and 

to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville, Miss. Yacht 
Club. 

\ 

WILLIE SMITH, a Negro male employee of the Greenville, 
Miss. Yacht Club, advised on 7/5/$%, that the correct name 
of the houseboat is the "Nell Willis "and that it was owned 


by a (FNU) WILLIS, who died about two 7 or three years a 
NELL WILLIS, wife of (FNU) WILLIS, is still living and 
~ .S . f\ . 


go. 


-^^JGW /; 

Approved: 


3-Bureau (R\f) 2-Litt:le Rock (Enc . 1) 

2 -Memphis (Enc. 1) ' . \ J) 

2Vjacl ~~~* ~ 
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M 

’Serialise 
.. (Indexed 
Piled— 




JN 157-9586 . ' 

- \K . 

• residing in or around Pine Bluff,, Arkansas. 

Following the death of Mr. WILLIS, the 
houseboat was' sold to SONNY (LNU) , a member of the 
Memphis, Tenn. Yacht Club, who is believed to be a 
Mississippi River pilot. 

WILLIE SMITH advised that. Mr. WILLIS was 
always considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of 
anti-Negro sentiments. 

UACB the following leads will be covered: 

LEADS: 


LITTLE ROCK DIVISION 

AT PINE BLUFF. ARK. 

Will locate and interview NELL WILLIS in order 
to substantiate information set out in enclosed teletype. 

MEMPHIS DIVISION 

— ■ . X 

AT MEMPHIS. TE NN. f . 

— t n iiiunw^ m m ^ 

1 \ 

Will attempt to locate and interview SONNY 
(LNU) in order to either prove or disprove the information 
contained in enclosed teletype. 


t2*- 


,2 
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Kci jkbn .jISd 


$6l P t i bP URGENT 7/3/66 ELS 
7G DIRECTOR AND JACKSON 


Fh 0 M ATLANTA 44-23 LS 


iURKI N 



_UREmU^ELEPHOKE CALL TO ATLANTA JULY TWO LAST. 

Ah YMON^CUR IIS WAS INTERVIEWED AT WHITFIELD CO. JAIL, 


DALTON, .^A., JULY THREE INSTANT BY SAS THOMAS R. HENRY, 

JR., A^O ALBERT D. MILLARD. CURTIS' IS CURRENTLY CONFINED 
wHITFIELC CO. JAIL AWAITING APPEAL ON 'LIFE SENTENCE FOR 
MURDER . CURTIS WAS ADVISED OF THE IDENTITY OF THE INTER- 
VIEWING AGENTS THROUGH DISPLAY OF CREDENTIALS. HE WAS 
FURNISHED A RIGHTS AND WAIVER OF RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE READ 
INDICATED HE UNDERSTOOD, AND REFUSED TO SIGN. HE ADVISED 

HE KNEW HE to AS BEING INTERVIEWED CONCERNING STATEMENTS HE 

/ 

HADE IN A LETTER HE HAD WAILED TO MR . SANDERS OF EBONY 
MAGAZINE-. CURTIS STATED HE WAS MERELY TRYING TO SE.LL A 
STORY TO. EBONY FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS TO 
HELP HIS 1'iOTH.ER PAY OFF A MORTGAGE ON HER HOME, WHICH SHE 
MORTGAGED TO OBTAIN ATTORNEY FEES FOR HIS DEFENSE. AT 
FIRST HE STATED, WITH REFERENCE • TO THESE STATEMENTS, THA 
HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN FIFTYFOUR, WHICH 

I 

i.AS A B URoLARY IN JOLIET, ILL., IN OCT, OR NOV., FIFTYFC 
AT THIS PCI . WAS POINTED GUT TO CURTIS THAT CZRTrt/i J r V. 

END PAGE k 7/^A ? OjA ^ 
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STATEMENTS MADE BY HIM IN HIS LETTER. TO EBONY COULD POSSIBLY 

INVOLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WITH RAY CONCERNING THE KILLING 
OF ■ARIIN LUTHER KING, JR. CURTIS CA TAGCRI CALLY DENIED THE 

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS WHICH WERE IN HTS LETTER TO EBONY 
MAGAZINE} ' \ 

1. THAT HZ AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN ’ 
FIFTY FOUR. 




' THAT RAY WANTED THE JOB OF KILLING KING 


3. THAT HE AND' RAY . TALKED ABOUT KILLING KING. FOR THREE 

YEARS. . . . • , 

4. THAT THEY TALKED TO THE MAN FROM MISSISSIPPI -THAT 
KNZvV ALL ABOUT THE KK BUSI NESSMANS • ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO 
PUT UP THE MONEY TO KILL KING. 

5. THAT HE KNEW THE MEN FROM MISSISSIPPI. 

o. FOR THREE YEARS, THAI HE AND RAY MADE MAPS JUST TO 
FIND iHE RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KING' AND THAT HE -HAD MADE THE 
LAPS OVER HIMSELF. 

7. HE AND RAY KNEW JUST WHERE- THEY WOULD GC AFTER THE 

/ 

KILLING GF KING. 


O 4 


THAT HE WAS TO "BE I N CN THE KILLING OF KING. 


end page, two 
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PAGE THREE 


/ 


' -9. THAT THERE ARE - MEN I N , FI VE STATES THAT ARE 

■ bEHIND THE KING KILLING AND' THAT DO NOT KNOW WHAT HE KNOWS » 
DURING THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS DREW CRUDE MAPS SETTING 
CUT KOw HE THOUGHT RAY WOULD STALK KING. THIS MAP SHOWED 
THE FOLLOWING TOWNS WHERE HE SAID KING MADE MOST OF HIS 
SPEECHES: ATLANTA, LITTLE ROCK, BIRMINGHAM, - MOBILE, SELMA,. 
JACKSON, VICKSBURGS, ~MISS., AND MARKS, MISS. HE FURTHER 

i „• 

.POINTED CUT THERE WAS A MAN LIVING ON A HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG 
ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER (WHOSE FIRST NAME HE KNEW BUT WOULD 
NOT DIVULGE). THIS MAN WAS TO TAKE RAY DOWN THE RIVER' 

V 

ON HIS BOAT TO- NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE KILLING.. HE STATED IN 
THE PAST HE (CURTIS) HAD PULLED SEVERAL BURGLARY AND". 

I 

ARMED RCE3ERIE3 (HE WOULD NOT COMMENT ON PARTICULARS') 

IN i OWNS- ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND WHILE POLICE WERE 

v 

LOOKING FOR HIM ON THE HIGHWAY HE WOULD BE ON A BOAT DOWN 
'.THE MISSISSIPPI. HE FURTHER ' STATED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY 

i 1 ■ • 

CONCERNING THE KING KILLING WHICH WAS .CURRENTLY OUT BEING 

t ■ / 

TYPED AND IT WAS THE STORY HE MENTIONED IN THE LETTER TO 
. EBONY AND INTENDED TO SELL TO EB'ONY . . ' . ■ 

E 0 P A o E T'H R E E 
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SHERIFF G. T. MAULDI i\! , NA, WHO IS SHERIFF OF WHITFIELD 
CO., 6A., AND OPERATES THE COUNTY JAI L,. ADVISED CURTIS 

HA Z SENT NO LETTERS OR COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WHICH 

wENT OVER THE JAILERS DESK. HE SAID. CURTIS WOULD PROBABLY 

\ ' 

SEND ALL t'lAI L OUT WITH VISITORS AND JAIL TRUSTEES AND 
• WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED BY MEN OF HIS DEPT. 


'IT IS FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT CURTIS’ ATTORNEY, ERWIN 

1 ■ 

MITCHELL, FORMER U.S. CONGRESSMAN FOR THE SEVENTH .DISTRICT 
OF GA., IS OF THE OPINION THAT MOST OF CURTIS’ COMMENTS 

CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE' OF RAY’S ASSASSINATION OF KING 
ARE PURE FABRICATIONS ON . THE PART OF CURTIS OR AS A RESULT 

OF SOMETHING CURTIS HAS READ IN LOCAL PAPERS. . 


APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, HE SENT A NOTE. TO SHERIFF G. T. 
MAULDIN REQUESTING TO AGAIN SEE AN F3I AGENT, THAT HE 
NOW' WANTED TO TELL THE ENTIRE TRUTH. CURTIS WAS AGAIN 




INTERVIEWED BY SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR., AND AGAIN FURNISHED 

t ‘ \ 

A RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED TO SIGN. HE THEN STATED 
THAT APPARENTLY IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY HE USED THE WORK 
"WE" INDICATING THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY HAD PLANNED THE 


wr 

HW 5233 


KING. i-JJRDER WHICH jfGULD INVOLVE ‘HIPj IN A CCKSYIRACY AND 7 Oh 
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THAT REASON HE DENIED THE STATEMENTS IN LETTER TO EBONY. . HE 
THEN ADVISED. HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY WHICH hE INTENDED TO 

sELL TO SOME MAGAZINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING MONEY 


FOR HIS MOTHER WHICH STORY 'WAS STILL IN HIS POSSESSION AND 
■aHICH He'hAD'NOT YET SENT CUT TO BE TYPED. HE ALLOWED SA HENRY 
TO READ THIS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY' PAGE 'STORY , HANDWRITTEN, 


CkiL Ph3E AT A TIME.- HE DECLARED' THIS STORY WAS TRUE. THE FIRST 


FIVE OR 
LIFE IN 


SIX PAGES OF THIS STORY MERELY SET GUT HIS -EARLY 
CRIME AND THE PRISON SENTENCES HE HAD SERVED AS 


A RESULT OF- THESE CRIMES- FROM THE AGE OF 


FIFTEEN. 


THE 


REMINDER OF THE STORY IS THE SAME AS WAS SET FORTH I N ‘THE 


ORIGINAL INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS IN -APRIL, SIXTY EIGHT CONCERNING 

his Knowledge and association with ray. this story does 

REFLECT THAT HE FIRST BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IN FIFTYFOUR 
WHEN THEY PULLED A PAYROLL HEIST IN QUINCY, ILL., WITH. A 

4 - 

iH I R D INDIVIDUAL. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, HE LOST CONTACT WITH 


RAY WHEN HE AND THIS THIRD INDIVIDUAL WERE CAUGHT IN A FIFTY- 

SIX THOUSAND DOLLAR BANK ROBBERY AT SOUTHWEST CITY, MO. 

* * 

AFTER THAT HE AGAIN BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH -RAY IN -PRISON 
AND WHILE IN PRISON THEY BOTH LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF 
END PAGE FIVE 
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.PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY . RAY THEN STATED IT SOUNDED LIKE 
A BIG JOB AND HE WAS ALWAYS ON THE INSIDE OR A PRISON WHEN 
alo JOBS AND BIG HONEY WERE TO BE HAD, 

) 

SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF JOHN KENNEDY, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR ,, BECAME PROMINENT AND RAY STATED ON 

' C 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT SOMEBODY WAS GOING TO KILL KING. 

THE STORY WENT ON TO REFLECT THAT DURING THIS PERIOD AN 

individual c ame into the. M issouri s tate penitentiary at ■ 

JEFFERSON CI TY FROM VI CKSBUR G, MISS. , AND WHO, UPON LEARNING 
Oh JAMES EARL" RAY’S FEELINGS TOWARD KILLING KING, ADVISED 
HIM OF THE KK BUSINESSMEN ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH AND 
OF THE FACT THAT PEOPLE IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP 
MONEY FOR KING’S ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 
OU1' THAT RAY INFORMED HIM. THAT HE INTENDED TO HAVE EVERY- 
THING SET WHEN HE KILLED KING AND THAT RAY, THROUGH MAPS, 
LEARNED OF KING’S MOVEMENTS. SO- HE COULD LATER STALK HIM • 

TO IHE POINT- OF ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 
CUT THAT RAY ADVISED HE WOULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AND FALSE 

IRhIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING IHE MURDER. RAY WaS SUPPOSED TO 
END PAGE SIX 
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PA oE SEVEN. 

' t 

GO TO VICKSBURG FOLLOWING THE MURDER , CONTACT THE MAN 
FROM VICKSBURG, MSS., WHO HAD THE HOUSEBOAT, AND THIS 
!'*!'• WAS TO TAKE HIM EITHER TO NEW' ORLEANS OR CANADA VIA 


THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER^. 

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE INTERVIEW, - CURTIS STATED 

HE v'CULDNOT TESTIFY TO ANY OF THE ABOVE. HE DID 
ADVISE IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAT THE NAME OF THE 


INDIVIDUAL ON THE HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG, MISS 


« , 


WAS 


(FivU) WJ DELETT , ALSO KNOWN AS MISSISSIPPI WHO SERVED 


IrMEJp THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. 

THE STORY ALSO MENTIONED A MAN > FROM NEW ORLEANS 
WHO CG’JLD OBI Al N ANY KIND OF IDENTIFICATION AND CURTIS 

LATER IDENTIFIED THIS MAN AS JOE WHI CH INFORMATION 

HAS PREVIOUSLY SEEN SET OUT L^AN INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS. 

THROUGHOUT THE I NTERVI EW^WI TH CURTIS, AND WHILE READING. - 

CURTIS’ STORY,, HE CONTINUED TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT HE 
WOULD NOT TESTIFY AGAINST RAY AS HE FEARED FOR HIS LIFE. 

HE INDICATED THAT ANY STATE PRISON HE WAS SENT TO WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO' WOULD KILL HIM AS A RESULT 

OF PREVIOUS INFORMATION HE FURNISHED THE PRESS AND TV MEDIA 
AND IT IS FELT HE WAS USING THIS AS AN EXCUSE AS TO WHY HE 

END PAGE SEVEN 
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PA GE EIGHT 

DID KOI WANT TO BE SENT TO A STATE PRISON ON HIS CURRENT 
LIFE SENTENCE.' HE STATED HE WOULD NOT ALLOW HIS STORY TO 

BE XEROXED NOR WOULD HE WRITE IT OVER AGAIN OR ALLOW THE 

PACES IC LEAVE HIS CELL... HE DID STATE HE WOULD 'TRANSCRIBE 

HIS STORY OVER A DICTATING MACHINE AND WOULD REDRAW CERTAIN 

MAPS HE PRODUCED FOR' HIS STORY. 

HE THEN PRESENTED CRUDE SKETCHES OF THE FED. PENI1ENTIARY 

AT LEVENWCRTH, THE MISSOURI STATE PEN, IN. ADDITION TO THE- 
AECVE MENTIONED MAP CONCERNING THE TOWNS WHERE KING MADE 

NUMEROUS SPEECHES. 


UACE, CURTIS WILL BE ALLOWED TO DICTATE HIS STORY ON A 
DICTATING MACHINE IN THE PRESENCE OF SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR. 

DUE TO '-THE UNRELIABILITY OF CURTIS,. NO LEAD FOR AN 
EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS BEING SET FORTH FOR JACKSON 


IN CONNECTION WITH IDENTIFYING ( FNU) ' WILLETT, AKA MISSISSIPPI 
UACB. 1 


l.\x D 


J> D 

FBI JKStv MISS 
PT 


/ 
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6/18/68 

’ - • ./ 

■ P 


Enclosed for Jackson is a letter sent to RALPH 
MC GILL, publisher of. the Atlanta Constitution, by the 
subject. This is being submitted to Jackson for any action 
considered appropriate since subject mailed letter from 
Meridian, Mississippi. 




CSHjjlh 

(3) 
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